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HANDLIST OF THE
HUNTINGTON BLAKE COLLECTION

BY ROBERT N. ESSICK

lery, and Botanical Garden, San Marino,

California, possesses one of the world's
great collections of works by William Blake and
artists of his circle. The twenty-seven illustra-
tions to three of Milton's poems and the beautifully
colored copy of Milton form an unrivalled gathering
of Blake's poetic and pictorial responses to that
poet. The Huntington has many other treasures
throughout the full range of Blake's endeavours as
author and artist, including unique copies of Ail
Religione are One and The French Revolution. This
handlist covers all original works by Blake in all
media, unique works closely related to him, and
original works by eight artists--Flaxman, Fuseli,
Romney, Stothard, Calvert, Linnell, Palmer, and
Richmond--of Blake's circle. The 1ist does not
include criticism, catalogues, facsimiles, and other
reference materials in the Huntington, or the con-
siderable holdings of artists (Mortimer, Barry,
Basire, etc.) who influenced Blake.

The Henry L. Huntington Library, Art Gal-

The most important Blakes in the Huntington were
acquired in the first quarter of this century.
Several of the illuminated books (Milton, Songs of
Irmmocence), one of the two Huntington copies of
Poetival Sketches, and some of the rarer commercial
book illustrations (Designs to a Series of Ballads,
1802) came from the collection of Robert Hoe,
auctioned in April 1911. In the same year, most of
the Paradise Lost illustrations were acquired through
the dealer Frank Sabin, who sold the Nativity Ode and
Comusz designs to Mr. Huntington in 1916. The
acquisition of the Beverly Chew collection in December
1912 brought the complete copy of Songs of Imnocence
and of Experience to the Huntington. G. D. Smith,
another dealer who worked closely with Mr. Huntington,
acquired for him a copy of For the Sexes: The Gates

of Paradise in 1914 (T. G. Arthur auction) and Furope
in 1918 (Herschel V. Jones auction).

The famous A.

S. W. Rosenbach provided several works, including

The Book of Thel. The Linnell auction of March 1918
offered the opportunity to acquire a number of unique
works--The Hiding of Moses, ALL Religions are One,
The French Revolution, sixteen letters, and the
Genesis Manuscript. The beautifully color-printed
Song of Los was added in 1915 from the Frederic
Robert Halsey collection. The Huntington has continued
to add materials since these important acquisitions,
particularly volumes with Blake's commercial book
illustrations, but it is unlikely that major works
will be acquired in the near future.

The Blake materials are housed in two buildings at
the Huntington. Drawings, paintings, and the color
printed impression of Albion Rose are kept in the Art
Gallery, formerly Mr. Huntington's residence. All
writings and the remainder of the graphic works, plus
Hecate, are housed in the Library building. Most of
the Library materials, and the books in the Art
Gallery, have a "call number," given here as a
sequence of numbers (or numbers and letters) within
parentheses at the end of each entry. Materials
listed here without call number or note on special
location are housed in the Art Gallery. Uimensions
in centimeters are given for all drawings, height
followed by width. Entry numbers and other ref-
erences are explained at the beginning of each
section.

The Huntington collection is open to qualified
scholars and graduate students. Inquiries should be
addressed to Readers' Service, Huntington Library,
San Marino, California 91108.

The Huntington staff, ever kind and efficient, has
been most helpful in compiling this list. [ wish
particulary to thank James Thorpe, Robert Wark,
Daniel Woodward, Carey Bliss, William Landon, and
Mary Lou DelLapp.
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‘onversion of Saul.
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I. DRAWINGS & PAINTINGS

The works listed in this section are described, with
provenances and other pertinent information, in C.
H. CO]linS Baker, Catalogue of William Blake's
Drawings and Paintinge in the H untington Library,
Enlarqed and Revised by R. R. Wark (San Marino:
Huntington Library, 1963). Nos. 1-8, 18, 19, and

20 (title-pages only) are reproduced therein.

1. Heeate. (I1lus. 1) Color printed drawing,
1795. 41.6 x 56. ("Blake: Miscellaneous Prints"
box in Library)

2. A page from Young's Night Thoughts. Watercolor
on vellum, same design as Night Thoughts watercolors
(British Huseum) Night I, p. 6, reversed. c. 1796.
38.7 x 30.5.

3. Lot and His
canvas, c. 1800.

Daughters. (I1lus. 2) Tempera on
26 x 37.8.

4, Conversion of Saul. (I1lus. 3) Watercolor,
c. 1800, 41 x 35.9.

5. Illustrations to Milton's Comus. Seven water-
colors executed c. 1801 for Rev. Joseph Thomas.
Approx. 22 x 18.

6. Title-page design for A Series of Designa:
! Watercolor, 1806. 20.3

"'-4v'n _r;‘.n— of The Grave.

x 24.1.

ecate. Handlist I, 1

Handlist I, 3.

3 Lot and Hie Daugnters.

7. Illustrations to Milton's Paradise Lost. (I1lus.
4) Twelve watercolors of the small set (approx

25.4 x 21) executed for Rev. Joseph Thomas in 1807,
and one watercolor ("Satan Comes to the Gates of
Hell," 49.5 x 40.2) executed for Thomas Butts, 1808.

8. [11ustrat1ons to Milton's On the Morming 1
Christ's Nativity. Six watercolors execute . 1815~
16 fur Thomas Butts. Approx. 16 x 13.

9. Visionary Head of Canute. (I1lus. 5) Pencil,
c. 1820. 25.4 x 19.4.

10. Visionary Head of Caractacus. Counterproof of
the pencil drawing in collection of Sir Geoffrey

Keynes, c. 1820. 29.4 x 20.3.

11. Visionary Scene of Joseph and Mary in Room
They Were Seem in. Pencil, c. 1820. 20 X 3] 4.
12. Visionary Head of 0ld Par When Young. Pencil,

1820. 29.8 x 18.4.

13. Visionary Head of Queen Eleanor. Pencil, c. 1820.

19.7 x 40.8.




14. Visionary Heads of Saladin and the Assassin.

Pencil, c. 1820. 31.1 x 20.
15. Visionary Head of Socrates.
slight pencil sketches of profiles. 31.1 x 20.2.
16. Visionary Head of Solomon. Counterproof of the
pencil drawing in collection of Sir Robert Witt, c.
1820 25.9 x 21.1.

17. Visionary Heads of Uriah and Bathsheba. Pencil,
c. 1820. 20.3:x 32.7.

18. The Hiding of Moses. MWatercolor, engraved for
Remember Me! in 1825 but possibly painted as early
as 1800. 26.8 x 40.

19. Agnolo Brunelleschi and the Siz-footed Serpent.
Pencil drawing for Dante illustrations, p] 4, c.
1825. 24.6 x 32.7.

20. 11lustrated manuscript copy of Gemesis. (I1lus.
6-7) Eleven leaves, including two watercolor
versions of a title-page. Leaves of text bear
sketches, some touched with color. c. 1826. 37.8 x
27.3. (57447)

iIl. PRINTED WRITINGS

Entry numbers (left column) and copy designations
follow G. E. Bentley, Jr., Blake Books (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1977).

Pencil, c. 1820. Verso:

3. ALl Religions are One. Copy A. Lacks title-

page. (5?4&5}
6. America. Copy I. (54044)

Tdem. P1. 3 only, uncolored, printed in green.
("Blake: Miscellaneous Prints" box)

18. The Book of Thel. (I1lus. 8) Copy L.
(57434)
(557433)

32. A Deserpitive Catalogue. Copy D.

33. Europe. Copy L. (57435)

36. Exh
(78637)

~J I

ibition of Paintings in Fresco. Copy A.

45. For the Sexes: The Gates of Paradise. Copy F.
(57439)

Idem. P1. 12 only. Bound in extra-illustrated
Kitto Bible, vol. V, p. 715.3 (49000)

49. The French Revolution.

Unique copy of page
proofs. (57440) R

51. The Ghost of Abel. Copy C. (55345)

118. Milton. (I1lus. 9) Copy B.
a case. (54041) o

Unbound, loose in

128. Poetical Sketches.

by Blake. (57432)

Copy C, with MS corrections
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