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NEWSLETTER 

Just a f te r p r in t i ng and 
mail ing Blake 44, Spring 
1978, we noticed that 
the c red i t fo r reproduc-
ing David Levine's car ica-
ture of Blake (on our 
cover) had somehow slipped 
from column four of the 
inside-cover spread. The 
c red i t should have read: 
"Drawing by David Levine. 
Reprinted with permission 
from The New York Review 
of Books. Copyright © 
1970 New York Review, Inc. 

The New York Review 

We inadvertent ly omitted from the Notes on Contr i -
butors in #44 Michael Fischer, who reviewed Northrop 
Frye's c r i t i c i s m in i t s Blakean re la t ions . The note 
should have read: Michael Fischer teaches c r i t i c a l 
theory at the Universi ty of New Mexico. He is 
wr i t i ng a book on the defense of poetry in modern 
c r i t i c i s m , excerpts from which are appearing in 
Centennial Review and Southern Humanities Review. 

expensive to p r i n t , but which we think make Blake 
especial ly useful to you as a scholar. 

We would also l i k e to assure you that we take every 
economy to keep the cost of our issues as low as 
possible. All the layout and pasteup of our journal 
is done by unpaid volunteer ed i to r i a l ass is tants , 
for example. That is extremely unusual for a 
scholarly j ou rna l , i f not unique. I f that work were 
turned over to professionals, the cost of Blake 
would soar. 

And, despite the economies, despite the increase in 
your subscript ion p r i ce , the cost of Blake i s s t i l l 
heavily subsidized by the Universi ty of New Mexico. 
The subsidy has, in f a c t , j us t been increased. 

F ina l l y , we hope that you w i l l take a moment to 
consider that the fa t issues of Blake are costing 
you only about $2.50 each--even at the $10 per year 
pr ice. 

Thank you in advance fo r your patience. Yours 
t r u l y , The Editors. 

FOUR ZOAS FOR FALL 

The f a l l issue, #46, w i l l feature a number of essays 
on Blake's Four Zoas, including a series on the 
ed i to r i a l problem of the "two" Nights Seven, a pa i r 
of a r t i c l es on the text of Night I , and in te rp re t i ve 
a r t i c l es on the influence of the Cabbala, on 
"atmospheres", and on the spectrous embrace in 
Night V I I . In addi t ion to the material on The Four 
Zoas, there w i l l be several reviews and the annual 
checkl is t of Blake scholarship. 

HIOHER PRICES 

Subscription prices for Blake have been raised 
considerably, as you w i l l have no doubt not iced. 
The fo l lowing explanation and apology was mailed 
with th is year 's b i l l s : 

Dear Subscriber 

With your annual b i l l for another year 's subscript ion 
to Blake, we would l i k e to o f fe r an apology fo r 
cont r ibut ing to the increases in your cost of l i v i n g . 

You w i l l notice that the pr ice of a subscript ion 
has increased to $10 for ind iv idua ls , $12 for 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . We hope you havealso noticed that the 
number of pages in an average issue of Blake has 
increased proport ionately during the past year. 
Our issues have been running about 80 pages. When 
we were the Blake Newsletter issues averaged 24-44 
pages. We hope you have also noticed that Blake 
gets a lot of tex t on a single page, much more than 
the average 6 x 9 scholarly journal that p r in ts 1 
column per page. And f i n a l l y , we don' t th ink you 
could have missed the i l l u s t r a t i o n s , which are very 

DISCUSSION 
(with intellectual spears & long winged arrows of 

thought) 

We received the fo l lowing l e t t e r from Erica Doctorow 
and Donald Wolf and so l i c i t ed the reply from Ruth 
E. Fine that fol lows i t in t u rn : 

To the Edi tors: 1 June 1978 
This may seem l i k e a tardy reply to Ruth Fine's review 
{Blake 42, f a l l 1977) of the Blake exh ib i t ion at 
Adelphi Univers i ty , but the review i t s e l f appeared 
six months a f te r the exh ib i t ion closed, and i t raises 
some in teres t ing questions. 

To begin w i t h , Miss Fine wri tes that i t is a 
"disservice to la te 18th-early 19th century England" 
to suggest that Blake confronted neglect and 
indi f ference. I s n ' t i t an even greater disservice to 
Blake to imply that he may actual ly have received the 
recognit ion he deserved? 

Miss Fine's review also does a disservice to the 
catalog, a reading of which can hardly j u s t i f y her 
remark that i t is "more sp i r i t ed than in format ive," 
especial ly i f one keeps in mind that i t was intended 
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