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BLAKE & HIS CIRCLE: A CHECKLIST 
OF RECENT SCHOLARSHIP 

THOMAS L. MINNICK 
WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF 

DETLEF W. DORRBECKER 
AND 

KAZUMITSU WATARAI 

R eaders may notice several changes in th is 
year 's check l i s t , beginning with the t i t l e . 
"A Checklist of Recent Blake Scholarship," 

our t i t l e for the las t several years, has been en­
larged to include Blake's " c i r c l e , " a term we in te r ­
pret very broadly. In f a c t , th i s has been, in in ten­
t ion and in prac t ice , the range of the checkl is t since 
i t s beginning, and our change merely acknowledges a 
continuing pol icy . Thus, items on Fusel i , Flaxman, 
Runge, the Pre-Raphaelites, and Maurice Sendak in his 
Blakean moments (as one c r i t i c judges them) are i n ­
cluded—even a biography of John Middleton Murry and 
his c i r c l e , because of Murry's early work on Blake. 
Casting so wide a net we cannot hope to be exhaustive; 
but we t r y . 

In a second major change, we welcome Kazumitsu 
Watarai, Head Librar ian of Japan's Reitaku University 
L ibrary , to our annual hunt. Mr. Watarai's b i b l i o ­
graphy of Blake scholarship in Japan from 1969 to 1977 
was published too la te for inclusion in th i s year 's 
checkl is t (wait t i l l next year, or see the Winter 
1978-79 issue of Blake/An Illustrated Quarterly). He 
w i l l be helping us keep up to date on Japanese w r i t i ng 
on Blake--a long neglected group of works. 

F ina l l y , we have made several changes in the 
format of the check l i s t , including somewhat greater 
annotation. Readers may expect to see addi t ional 
changes (and are encouraged to send suggestions) as 
we work toward the most usable organization and 
format. As has become our common prac t ice , an aster­
isk designates items published more than f i ve years 
ago that have not been noted in other standard sources. 

As always, we thank contr ibutors for sending 
along notice of t he i r own publ icat ions. My personal 
thanks to Professor G. E. Bentley, J r . , for his help­
fu l correspondence concerning previous check l is ts . 

T. L. M, 

I . I l l 
I f S A Y S , E X H I B I T I O N CATALOGUES 

Bindman ,  David ,  et al. John Flaxman 1755-1826: 
Mythologie und Industrie, ed .  Werne r  Hofmann . 
Hamburg:  Kunsthalle ,  an d Munich :  Prestel ,  1979 . 
(Kuns t  ur n 1800 ,  vol .  8 )  [Catalogu e o f  a n exhibitio n 
whic h included ,  beside s th e mos t  representativ e 
selectio n fro m Flaxman' s oeuvr e eve r  t o b e show n t o 
th e presen t  day ,  work s b y man y o f  hi s  contemporarie s 
and followers. ] 

Boerlin-Brodbeck ,  Yvonne .  Zeiahnungen des 18. 
Jahrhunderts aus dem Basler Kupferstichkabinett. 
Basle :  Kunstmuseum ,  1978 .  [Exhibitio n catalogue , 
includin g a n importan t  collectio n o f  Fusel i  draw ­
ing s unde r  cat .  nos .  72-103 ,  pp .  44-53. ] 

Curtis ,  Melinda ,  an d Georg e Lev i  tine .  Search for 
Innocence: Primitive and Primitivistic Art of the 
19th Century, exhb .  cat .  Colleg e Park ,  Md. : 
Universit y o f  Marylan d Ar t  Gallery ,  1975 .  [Include s 
materia l  b y Flaxma n an d Blake. ] 

Dbrrbecker ,  Detle f  W.  See Minnick ,  Thoma s L . 
Easson ,  Roge r  R. ,  an d Rober t  N .  Essick.  William 
Blake: Book Illustrator. Vol .  II :  "Plate s Designe d 
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