
M I N U T E

P A R T I C U L A R

Keynes	and	BCake	at	Cambridge

G.	E.	BentCey,	Jr.

BCake/An	ICCustrated	QuarterCy,	VoCume	19,	Issue	2,	FaCC	1985,	pp.	69-71



AL 1985 BLAKE/AN ILLU TRA7ID QUART RLY PA 69 

MINUTE PART! UIARS 

K yn n I k at mbridg 

. ~. B ntl y, Jr. 

When Sir eoffrey Keynes died on 5 ] uly 1982 at the 
age f ninety-five, he had the great st lake c l1 ection 
in private hands in Britain, and his Blake c ll ecti n was 
nly a small part f the entire library, though it seemed 

to be where his heart lay. His coll ecti ns were the basis 
of his own bibliographi s of, inter ali a, John Donne 
(191 ; 1932; 1958; 1973), Sir Thomas Browne (1924; 
1968), W illi am arvey (1928; 1953),] ne Austen (1929), 
William Hazlitt (193]; ] 981), John Ray (1941; ] 951), 
Rupert Brooke (195 ; 1959), Robert oke (] 960), 
Siegfried Sassoon (1962), orge Berkeley (1976), and 
Henry ing (1977), and among these th contemporary 
copies of books by Blake were comparatively small in 
number. But when to these w re ad ed b oks with 
commerci 1 engravings by lake (such as five c pies f 
Remember Me! [1825; 1 26] in different original boards), 
proofs, prints, sk tche , paintings, imit ti ns, mbr i-
dery, facsimiles, and the scholarship f th subject (much 

it his own), the size of his Blak coll ection becam 
substantial, and its int r st to students f lake was 
unsurpassed of its kin -particularly wh n displ yed by 
the c Hector. 

The mark of the llector wa str ng ly impe ss d 
upon th se cherished and b autiful books, fr m his 
b okplat , to his m nuscript n tes n prov nan nd 
conditi n, co his pub}jshed descripti ns f them, and 
it was xceedingly de irabl t1 at the 011 cions should 
be kept together, both as an id to s holars f the fu-
ture-wh t has become of Blake's transcription of a 
p em by heridan which ir eoffrey allud d t so tan-
talizingly in 196 ?-and as memorial co th coll ector. 
Sir Geoffr y's int ntions leered from time to time,and 
there se med to be a nong possibilit y that th coll ction 
would be separated subject by subject, which would 
have been a great pity. 

Fortun tely that I as not occurred, for th colI ction 
of bo ks was sold to ambridge University Library. There 
they have been arr nged by subject in th xceedingly 
handsome Keynes R om, which is to be used as a meet-
ing-place for the Syn i s 0 th Library. Not nly re 
the b ks in a b autiful room, but they are now for the 
first time gathered in one plac , for in his L ndon res-
idence and at Lammas House, Brinkley, not far from 
Cambridge, the books were scattered in many rooms-

ut there r trea ures for th sch lar ~ hich wil l 
not be found in ith r BibLiotheca Bibliographi i or in ir 
G offrey's ard-add nda t it. Naturally h di not trou-
bl to list copies f or in ry b ks which ny modern 
scholar might b exp te town, su h as utlin's 
Paintings and Drawings 0/ il/iam Blake (19 ]) or 1 y' 
pr sentati n c py f his Phaid n Blflk 197). 
th m.ost int r sting atures the coll cti 
annotations whi h Sir ffr y m de in his 
ti cularly in copie of his 0 n public tions. c-
casionally cont in information si ifi ant value, s 
minor th t Sir ffr y thought th m s rely orth 
printing but which are yet of r int r Sf t th ith 
somewhat lower stand rd 0 n It . or inst nce, in 
th interleaved proof py of hi Bibliography o/ v, il/iam 
BLake (1921) h ann tated tl e 1 6 md n 
facsimile of The Marriage of Heaven and Hell:" w rd 
Gordon Duff told John amps that Lord H ught n 
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lent his c py of the original [Copy PJ to Swinburne, and 
the t amden Hott n mad his facsimiI without p r-
missIOn, whereat Lord Houghton w s much incensed." 

his pr vides a persuasive context for the otherwise 
puzzling r lati nship between Lord H ughton and am-
den l-lorren; it wa not previousJy known that /I mden 
H teen made his f, csimile with ut p rmission." 

Similarly, in his copy of th yn s & W If Censlls 
(1953), Keynes inserte 1 a facsimile of a letter from the 
U.S. art is "ran is Lathrop 0 9 January 19 8 to Mr. 
[BeverJ y] hew (the original i in the rolier lub 
Libr, ry) 0 ering "the 'Stothard copy' of the k ofTh 1 
[Copy E]-the riginal Blake, that J spok about" for 
$350. Lathrop had n t previously been known to have 
any original lake-and Chew is not known to have 
owned a copy of Thel. 

I n the i nt rJeaved copy of } is Bibliography ()j Wil-
liam Blake at p. 371 h drewattenti n to a referenc to 
Blake which has n t heretofore been reprinted: 

Anon., "Art. VIII, Th Cbmmey-weepers' Frwu/, (lnd limbmg-Boys' 
Alb1l111 . .. Arrar ged by James Monr romcry ... Price 9s. Lond n, 
182 ." fideefie Rl'I'ieu', N.S., XXI (June lH24), 55R-562. 

Th· review in lud·s on pr. 559-560 a puzzled reference to 
"The himncy Sweeper" with a quoration of the poem (rom Mont~ 
gornc:ry's book: 

We know nor h w to lh r cterize rhe song giv 'n from Blake's 
'Songs of lnnocen c.' It i wild and strange, like the singing of 
" maId in edlam in the spring;' but it is rhe madness of genlLls. 

Montgomery's book has long becn known, but this 
printing of Blake's poem, showing th "madness of ge-
nius,1/ h s n t. Most accounts of Blake omitt I the phrase 
" f genius." 

~ inally it his 1921 Bibliography, at p. 417, Sir 
eoffrey ren rred to a work by Joseph Hallett Junior 

which apparently belonged to Jak but which has not 
heretofore b en a s ciated with him in print, It is in 
thre volumes, ,eh with a diffi r nt titlepag : 

A I fHI!h and IMPARTIAL STUDY of Ihe I I OLY S RIP UR 
ret'ofmnendu/: I B'TN J IN TE I N SOME I p ~ ULiAR T XTS; 
I WIT I Di OllfSCS and bstrvatlons I ON I Th· f()lIowing SUB] " .TS; 

1liz. I 1. Of the uotations from the Old 'n.es/aJl}e1// in rhe Apocrypha. 
I II . Of tht Se/J//I(Igim Version of the Bihlc,' and the Diffe-Irenc.e 
bctwt:en th C,lati{)m, as they lie in rhe New 'lesltI-11fIeJJl, and rhe 
Ot'lf!,ill(ll P mages in the Old. I TTL Ch1'1slitlnJ nor bound by any 
Authoriry of rhe L(m' of I MOJcs in the Ten Commandments. I IV. Of 
rh Doxology t t tht End of the Lord's-Prayer. r I blessing rhe 
EIlr/){lrlS/iml Elellll'1J/s, nd of ra before I n I afrer Mear. I V. 
The Son of od know. rh He rrs of Men; and, of Anger, I -
tcchising, &t'. 1 Vl. A P.ssagc in Bishop Pe{l1 ~ro 1J on the reed, and 
• nother 1 in Bishop Ptl/tiek's 'ommencarics x. min'd. I VII. Of the 
oul; its Immorraliry, J mareriality, &l'. with I thc Impossibility 

of proving a Future St. tC' by the light I of Nature; and of the Place 
wh<:rc rood Men sh.1I dwell I after the Resurrecrion. I - 1 By 
jO EPII flAT.LETT, Jun'. 1- , LONDON,., Prtmed for J. NON, 
at the \'(Ibir ~ Hal'l in Cheapside, near I Mercers- btl pel. M. DC ' . XXIX 

[J 729J. 

A t SECOND V L ME I OF I NOT -S I AND I DIS OURSES: 
I ON l\ININ I J. A New Lisr of Errors noted in th resent 

T-Tebre~ ) opies I of t~e Old Testament. I II . Notes on several Texts 
of Scrtpturc: lUI. Dtscourses on the Reality, Kinds, and Numb r 
of our I Saviour's Miracles; occasion'd by Mr. Woolston's Six I Dis-
cour~es. I The Meaning or th Word, Goel; and the Doctrine of I 
Prov,de~ce. I The Nature of aerifices,' particularly of the Sacrifice 
of , C.hnsl. I The Original of Evil. I The Natur of Ordinatioll. I 
~ Re~)leUJ of the fOIm r VoIIl1JJe, pareicuJ rly relatin,g to the I Passage 
In Bishop ~ear.fo~ on the. Creed, concerning the I Meaning of the 
Word, Ablllghty, In the Sixth Article; I and to ehe Nature f Anger. 
I - I By JOS PH HALLETT jun. I - I LONDON: I Printed for J . 
NOON, at the White Hart in Cheap-Isldc, near Mercers-chapel. 
M.D .XXX II r 1732). 

A I THIRD VOLUM I F I NOT S lON S ' V RAt I Texts of 
S riprure; I AND DIS OURS ,S I ON 1 
The original Meaning of' The nd of this W rid. I 
the Ten ,omme ndments. I ircumcision and Bap-I 

he Lord s Dar·. I eism. I 
~oral and POSttlV Du-I Schism and Heresy. I 
tit S. I The Rc tor rion of the I 
The Agapat or Lovel Jews. I 
casts. ~ WITH I Two Parables. I- I By 

jO EPH I~ALLErT, Jun. I- I LONDON, Prine d for J . NOON, 
a~ the Wlhtle Hdrl near Mercers r Chapel, in Cbeapside. 1736. (British 
Library) 

Sir eoffrey's not says that in each 0 tavo volume of 
an untraced set f three volumes in ld calf is Blake's 
autograpl:, dated 1799, with the pri e h paid for it 
( ].5,0) to the first volume. Sir Geoffrey pr bably found 
the r ference to Blake' copy of Hallett's book in the 
Anderson Gallery sale catalogue of The ibrary f the 
Late H . uxton ~orma n, Part Two (26 April 1920), lot 
6, where the prtce, however, is given as a guinea, n t 

as 1. 5. . 
Doubtless ther "discoveries" con erning Blake and 

many ?ther authors remain to be found in the very rich 
collectt n of b~oks which passed from Si r e £frey Keynes 
t the ambndge University Library, But for efficient 
access to them we must wait for the c lIection to be 
catalogued. Many besides myself wiJ I hope for the ap-
pearance at least fa handlist concerning Wi lli am Blak 
as soon as possible. 

. Over th years Sir Geoffrey clearly changed his 
mtnd about the desrinati n of his Blakes; a few he gav 
away and sold, as is rec rded in Robert N, ssick's gr at 
catalogue raisonne of William Blake'J Separate Plates (1981). 

he final decision was that the Blakes which w re printed 
from movable type and in manuscript sh uld go with 
tI e rest of his books to the University Library. Most f 
the Keynes collection f "paintings, drawings, and prints 
by William Blake" wer I handed over to the Fitzwilliam 
Museum as this article went to press (a cording to Don-
ald Wintersgill, "Mu eum Is /Given Blakes," Guardian) 
16 May 1985, p. 5). 

One may lament their separation from Blake's purely 
literary works but recognize that this is a twentieth 
century commonpla e: It is paralleled by the division 
of the splendid Rosenwald Collection a few years ago 
between the Libr ry of Congress and the U.S. National 



ALL 1985 BLAKEIA ILLU TRATED QUARTERL)' P G . 71 

Gallery, and it will be paralleled by the s paration of 
the illuminated and other graphic works in the British 
Museum Print Room from the typ graphical and manu-
script works in the British Library when th latter ev n-
tually finds its new quarters. It is a touching irony tha 
Blake labored all his life to unite the arts of th eye and 
the ear, the vision and the word, but th t this union is 
posthumously divorced in the dispositi n of the great 
collections of his orks. 

Th 1ng f 
Niaht ThouBht 

t 318; 

01 

Kar n Mulhall n 

r, ~ ung' 
n Mor 

Sotheby's (London, Monday, 17 Decemb r 198 , 2.30 p.m.) 

318 

Blake (William)-Young (Edw rd) The ompJaint and the 00-

solation, or Night Th ughts, 3 pictorial borders design d and 
engraved by William Blake and col ured by hand, sli ghtly soiled, 
three borders slightly 0 set I a few short tears in m rgin of expl -
nation leaf and one slightly affi ring on ' border r p ired, red straight-
grained morocco gilt, un ut, folio, R. Noble for R. dwards, 1797 

The Clarendon edition f Bl ke's Night Thoughts' lists 
and describes 23 c lor d pi s of the engr v d work, 
and refers to one more, the Moss-B ntley copy 2 re-
cently rediscover d by Tl omas V. Lange in a closet of 
the Lutheran hurch of America (Blake Quarterly 59, 
pp. 13 36). To th se 2 , in 1983, James McCord 
added the copy housed for over 50 years, but not re-
corded, in the library f Washington University, St. 
Louis.3 While doing research in London in the winter 
of 198 -85, I came up n yet another unrecorded c py 
of the Night Thollghts, bringing to 26 the number of 
recorded copies. 0110 ing the format of the larendon 
census, would list this m st recent copy as 

III-2 (Previously unknown) Grey Death. 
Description: Handsome, early twenti th century "Arts 

& rafts Style" binding in red str ight-grained moroc 0 

gilt with five raised b nds running horizont lly across 
the spine terminating in stamped fruit and leaf motifs. 
Binding stamp WHS for W. H. Smith an Sons) on 
lower border of inner back cov r. Spine stampe in g Id 
"Night Thoughts By Edward Young. esigns By W~ 
Blake 1797." Pale ink and blue marbled endpapers. 
All edges uncut. Watermarked in low r right hand cor-
ner on ten sheets, pp. iii-iv, 3-4, 5-6, 29-30, 31-32, 
49-50, 55-56, 69-7 , 85-86, and 91-92, as well as 
on the 14Explanation of the ngravings" sheet which 

appears after pag 95, ") Wh tman ] 79 . II 
he prints are in go d conditi n, xc t ft r n 

repair sli ghtly affi cting the b rder of pp. 9- 90, a w 
short tars in the margin (the xplanati n I f, s m 
slight soiling, and three bor ers a litd s t. As i 
usual, in a few instances th lat m rks xtend slightly 
beyond the f; redge of th 1 af, but nly fiv b rders 
have the engraved surfa touching th p g dg. 

Provenance: Inscribed n the v rs f the title p g 
in p ncil in th upper 1 ft hand rn r j .. aron im-
dale". According to Soth by's, this py w s cquired 
by hades John, fifth Bar n Dims al , togeth r with 
copies of The Book of Uri zen nd ong of hmoc n e. Id 
by Sotheby's (London, 17 ecemb r 19 ) to ims, 
Ree & ogg, 13,75. 

Pencil Markings: There are fI ur set 
i gs in this copy: ront of fly-title "2. P 7"; v r 
of title page, upp r left, II ar n im--.9a1 "; p g 5 
tiL 5 -II or tl1.? .", or upside down' 6.1", diffi we 
to make out but likely b ok 11 r's pric co e; v r f 

xplanation leaf, n ar gutter in ] er right hand corner, 
tlEB". 

Some other distinctive featllres: Pag 23 has a f: int -
shaped lin e in ink in the bottom margin, as if the pl te 
accid ntally ski ped in th pr ss, th reby cr ating a lin 
with the same c nfigurati n as n of th tch dJen-
graved lines in th plate. 

Pages 23, 26 27 and 33 llse the c I r re fI r 
drapery, lothing nd win , and in some instanc s th 
col r seems blotchy, as if, h col r ried, the igment 
has come out f susp nsi n in p tch s. 

Pages 37 and 70 stand ut r In 11 th th r in 
that th foli ge and ground ar in v ri u shad s f 
green, appearing as surpri ingly n tur listi use f 
COIOf , especi ll y in comparison t oth r f the en r v-
ings. 

Th title pag tight III is t( ys 
lustrated in th Sotheby's c t logue in c lor, as r -
mark bly naked, th slight drap ry n th r nt f h r 
body em hasizing this. 

Page 75, Phoebus, sh w uie 1 arly th I ring 
technique. h wh Ie p g was first w hed in y lIo , 
grey was then add d to the louds and hair) th n eep r 
yellow was added to the sun and to th b y f hoebus. 

inaUy, his body whi l still w t w ip d nd a pink 
wash applied. In c loring this pi ee seems t h' a 
close connection with on copy in th n ld 01-
lection (C py 1- ), wh re the h rses, th un, nd h e-
bus are all golden y 11 w. In 1- ,the g ld is et a in t . 
an irridescent sky of reds, blues, ur I sand y 110 s. 
While it would difficult to m k a c for n 
model for another, the simil rity of orne f th coloring 
and the coloring st ps as r ve I d in th Dimsd 1 py 
together suggest a close dating fi the t 0 copies. 

Issues raised by the Dim dat Copy (l1l-2): h 1ar-
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