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Blake in the Marketplace, 1987

BY ROBERT N. ESSICK

The 1987 Blake market came in like a lamb and went out
like a tyger. The spring auctions and dealers’ catalogues
offered no Blake drawings, no important separate plates,
and only a single posthumous impression from one of
Blake’s illuminated books (see illus. 1). In contrast,
November and December brought forth the rediscovery
and sale of Amzerica copy R and a previously unrecorded
copy of that curious broadside, Lit#/e Tom the Sailor. The
fall of 1988 promises an equal display of treasures, for
Christie’s New York will place on the auction block three
Blake rarities from the Edward L. Doheny Memorial Li-
brary: Songs of Innocence copy N, Blake’s letter to John
Linnell of 2 July 1826, and a water color Blake painted
for Thomas Butts c. 1805, The Infant Jesus Saying His
Prayers (Butlin #473).

The market’s response to artists associated with
Blake showed exceptional strength for most high quality
items, but a weaker performance in the middle and
lower ranges. What are very probably modern auction
records were set for a print by James Barry (£935 —see
illus. 6), a sketch by J. H. Mortimer (Sa/vator Rosa,
£4620), an erotic sketch by Fuseli (Callipyga, sold in
November 1986 for £24,200), a painting by Linnell
(Harvest Dinner and Noonday Rest, each at £46,200),
and a post-Shoreham water color by Palmer (The
Brothers in Comus Lingering Under the Vine, £63,800).
Yet, within the same auction season, several oil sketches
by Linnell failed to find buyers and Palmer’s lovely water
color of c. 1851, Sheep in the Shade, failed to exceed its
reserve (i.c., the price below which an auction lot will not
be sold).

Books with Blake’s commercial illustrations con-
tinued to appear with reasonable regularity. Complete
copies of the Job engravings are increasingly rare and
dear, as demonstrated by the eye-popping auction rec-
ord established by a published "proo? " set on laid India
at Christie's on the first of December, £30,800. The mar-
ket also provided at least one scrutable prophecy: the
only two copies of Blake's Night Thoughts offered at auc-
tion were purchased by Japanese dealers.

The year of all sales and catalogues in the following
lists is 1987 unless noted otherwise. The auction houses
listed in the Abbreviations add their purchaser’s sur-
charge to the hammer price in their price lists. These net

ABBREVIATIONS

BBA Bloomsbury Book Auctions, London

cat. catalogue or sales list issued by 2 dealer
(usually followed by a number or letter
designation) or auction house (followed
by the day and month of sale)

CL Christie, Manson & Woods, Ltd.,
London

CNY Christie, Manson & Woods, New York

illus. the item or part thereof is reproduced in
the catalogue

pl(s). plate(s)

SL Sotheby’s London

SNY Sotheby's New York

st. state of an engraving, etching, or litho-
graph

Swann  Swann Galleries, Inc., auctioneers, New
York

= auction lot or catalogue item number

amounts are given here, following the official price lists.
Several late 1987 auctions, for which price lists are not
yet available, will appear in the 1988 review. Copy desig-
nations and plate numbers for the illuminated books
follow G. E. Bentley, Jr., Blake Books (Oxford: Claren-
don Press, 1977). “Butlin #__" refers by entry number to
Martin Butlin, The Paintings and Drawings of William
Blake (New Haven & London: Yale Univ. Press, 1981),
2 vols.

I am grateful for help in compiling this list to
Shelley Bennett, G. E. Bentley, Jr., Detlet Dorrbecker,
Edwin Epps, Richard Godfrey of Sotheby’s, Alexander
Gourlay, Robert Halsband, William Plomer of Agnew's,
Justin Schiller, David Weinglass, and especially Thomas
Lange.
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ILLUMINATED BOOKS

Ameerica, copy R. CNY, 13 Nov., #46, pls. 1, 2, 10 illus.
color ($176,000 to the London dealer Libby Howie, ap-
parently for an anonymous client). For an illustrated
description of this copy, see Essick, “The Resurrection of
America Copy R,” Blake (spring, 1988): 138-42.

America, pl. 7 only. Posthumous impression in pale
brick red; not listed in Bentley, B/ake Books. SL, 29 June,
#314, slight surface dirt, “laid down at edges to support
sheet, . . . bound in modern marbled boards, morocco
spine,” illus. (bought-in at £5000 on an estimate of
£8000-10,000). See illus. 1.

DRAWINGS AND PAINTINGS

Head of a Young Man, possibly Antinous. From the
Blake-Varley sketchbook. Pencil, sheet 15.5 x 20.5 cm.
Butlin #692.86. Given by Robert Halsband to the Pier-
pont Morgan Library, New York, in 1986.

SEPARATE PLATES & PLATES IN SERIES, INCLUD-
ING PLATES EXTRACTED FROM PRINTED BOOKS

“Beggar’s Opera, Act III.”" The Print Room, London,
Aug. private offer, 4th st., image trimmed approx. 7
mm. at top (£2 to Edwin Epps).

“Chaucers Canterbury Pilgrims.”” CL, 14 April, #13A,
Sth st., Sessler restrike, some staining, tears (£440). CL,
19 May, #40, 5th st., Colnaghi restrike, water stains, dis-
colored, framed (not sold; estimate £440-600). W. & V.
Dailey, Dec. private offer, 5th st., Colnaghi restrike on
laid India ($3500).

“Fertilization of Egypt,” after Fuseli, from Darwin,
Botanic Garden, 1791. Weston Gallery, Feb. cat. 1, #100,
illus. ($275).

“Hawker, Rev. Robert.” SL, 1 Dec. 1986, #171, with
“Wilson Lowry,"” apparently final st., “Rev. John Caspar
Lavater,” apparently final st., “and another ' (not sold;
estimate £400-500). The “Hawker”” impression is prob-
ably the same one offered CL, 13 May 1986, #53 (not
sold).

Job. SL, 4 Dec. 1986, #165, proofs on laid India com-
plete, bound in half morocco, pl. 3 illus. (Davidson,
£6930). Swann, 18 Dec. 1986, #9, pls. 3 and 16 only,
1874 issue ($375). Weston Gallery, Feb. cat. 1, #96-99,
4 pls. only, published proofs on French paper (pls. 6, 21)
or laid India (pls. 7, 19), all illus. ($1340 each). CL, 14
April, #13, pl. 18 only, published proof on wove paper,
minor defects (£220). Craddock & Barnard, Aug. private
offer, pl. 9 only on laid India (£370). E Mulder Prints,
Oct. cat. 10, #32, published proofs on laid India, orig-
inal(?) green boards, “‘old label on spine,” foxed, title-

page and pl. 13 illus. ($24,000). CL, 1 Dec., #201, com-
plete published proofs on laid India, few foxmarks in
margins, later blue cloth boards, scuffed, pl. 13 illus.
(£30,800 on an estimate of £8000-12,000).

Virgil wood engravings. SL, 12 Oct., #570, Blake’s 11th
cut only (Colinet by a stream), mounted on a card, with
14 pls. for Aesop'’s Fables by other hands (Fogg, £88). SL,
29 Oct, #117, Blake’s 4th and 9th cuts only, on laid India
(i.e., the Linnell reprints), slight surface dirt (£330).

BOOKS WITH ENGRAVINGS BY & AFTER BLAKE

Allen, New and Improved History of England, 1798. C.
R. Johnson, Aug. cat. 21, #9, with the engraved chart
(not by Blake) usually absent, contemporary sheep,
worn, pl. 3 illus. (£325).

Ariosto, Orlando Furioso, 1783. Jeffrey Stern, Aug. cat.
6, #214, 5 vols., “sumptuous contemporary red mo-
rocco” binding (£350).

Blair, The Grave. SL, 4 Dec. 1986, #167, 1813 “folio,”
original boards, spotted (Davidson, £200); #169, 1808
quarto, cloth-backed boards, trimmed, with Blake’s
Dante lllustrations, 1922, and Night Thoughts water
colors, 1927 (Hirsch, £330). Jeffrey Stern, Jan. cat. 5,
#458, 1808 quarto in “original blind decorated gilt let-
tered cloth” (and thus an 1870 remainder issue?), some
spotting, with Blake's 4 pls. for Lavater's Physiognomy
inserted loose (£425). Swann, 4 June, #41, 1808 quarto,
foxed, worn ($250). George Houle, June cat. 41, #402,
1808 quarto, uncut, original cover label affixed to front
pastedown, 3/4 morocco over marbled boards ($1500).
Appelfeld Gallery, June cat. 44, #44, 1808 quarto, slight
foxing, rebacked ($650). Ben Abraham Books, July cat.,
#12, 1808 quarto, untrimmed, some foxing, bookplate
of Paul Hyde Bonner ($1500). California Book Auction,
30 July, #23, 1808 quarto, 3 pls. heavily foxed, binding
broken (estimate $200-250). Tokyo International Anti-
quarian Book Fair, Nov. cat. 127, #730, “folio,” soiled,
“first edition of the plates without the text” (i.c., 1870
portfolio?), offered by Ursus Books ($1250).

Bonnycastle, Introduction to Mensuration, 1794. An-
thony Laywood, Jan. cat. 52, #23 (£48); same copy(?), W.
& V. Dailey, May private offer ($200).

Bryant, New System . . . of Ancient Mythology, 1774~
1776. Sevin Seydi, May cat., #439, 1st ed., worn (£250).
Heritage Book Shop, Nov. cat. 167, #31, 2nd ed., light
foxing ($450). BBA, 22 Oct., #41, 1st ed., worn (Diba,
£165).
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1. Blake. America, pl. 7. Relief etching, posthumous impression in
pale brick red ink, 24 x 17 cm. Photo courtesy of Sotheby’s, London.
It is unusual to find a posthumous pull of any relief etching with the
borders wiped, but circumstantial evidence suggests that this im-
pression was pulled by Frederick Tatham after Blake's death. The
sheet is signed on the verso by J. Deffett Francis and dated 1834.
Thus, the print can be associated with impressions of America pls.
2, 5, and 15, given by Francis in 1878 to the Glynn Vivian Gallery,
Swansea. These three impressions are also printed in “reddish-
Brown'' (according to Bentley, Blake Books, 89) and have wiped
borders (according to information kindly supplied by G. E. Bentley,
Jr.). PL. 5 in this group has a Whatman 1831 watermark. Thus, it
seems likely that all four impressions are posthumous.

Coade, Eleanor. A Descriptive Catalogue of Coade's
Artificial Stone Manufacture, London, c. 1778-1779.
James Burmester, April cat. 6, #A (£3500). Burmester
speculates interestingly on the possibility that the first
pl., showing a statue of a “River God,"” was engraved by
Blake, as S. B. Hamilton claims in the Amgﬁecmmf
Review, vol. 116, no. 695, on the basis of unstated evi-
dence. Like hundreds of other unsigned pls. of the peri-
od, this one, etched in a free style similar to pls. by and
after J. H. Mortimer, may be by Blake, but there is sim-
ply no evidence for such an attribution.

Cumberland, Thoughts on Outline, 1796. Blackwell’s,
Oct. cat. A89, #120, slight foxing, modern quarter
leather (£300).

Darwin, Botanic Garden, SL, 6 Oct. 1986, #767, 1st ed.
of Part I, 3rd of Part II, 2 vols., spotted, rubbed
(Bookroom, £66). CL, 12 Dec. 1986, #60, 1st ed. of Part
I, 2nd of Part 11, with Darwin, Phytologia, 1800 (Baskett
& Day, £1210—a price, paid by a very classy art dealer,
that suggests that this lot contained more than the cata-
logue description indicates). Jeffrey Stern, Jan. cat. 5,
#456, 3rd ed? of both Parts bound in 1 vol., fancy bind-
ing (£425). Walford, April cat. H/147, #282, 3rd ed. of
Part I, 4th of Part I (£300). Sims, Reed & Fogg, June cat.
89, #37, 1st ed. of Part I, 3rd of Part II, slight water stains
(£260). BBA, 20 Aug., #436, 1st ed. of Part I, 3rd of Part
II, worn, covers detached (Thorp, £165).

Enfield, Speaker, 1797. Charles Cox, June cat. 34, #28,
rebacked, lightly foxed (£85).

Flaxman, Hesiod illustrations, 1817. SL, 6 Oct. 1986,
#768, spotted, damp-stained (Bickersteth, £71); #801,
with Aeschylus, I/zad, and Odlyssey illustrations, n.d.,
all shabby (Roberts, £132). Phillips auction, London, 30
April, #80, spotted, some leaves loose (£35). California
Book Auction, 3 Sept., #89, worn, foxed (not sold).

Flaxman, I/iad illustrations, 1805. SL, 17 Nov. 1986,
#635, with Odyssey illustrations, 1805, both spotted
(Philadelphia, £49); same copies, Philadelphia Rare
Books, Feb. private offer ($300). Sevin Seydi, May cat.,
#332, with Odyssey illustrations, 1805, foxed, rubbed
(£50). BBA, 16 July, #390, foxed, with Dante illustra-
tions, 1793 (i.e., 1807?), disbound, spotted (D. & G.
Dawson, £55).

Fuseli, Lectures on Painting, 1801. BBA, 3 Sept., #20,
browned, rubbed (Fort, £93).

Gay, Fables, 1793. Frew Mackenzie, Jan. cat. 3, #55, 2nd
ed., fine contemporary binding, 2 vols. (£240). Hobby-
horse Books, March cat. 9, #135, light browning on some
pages, fine binding ($350). BBA, 23 April, #195, foxed,
worn (Martin, £66). W. & V. Dailey, Oct. cat. 47, #113,
Ist ed., some stains, 1 Blake pl. repaired ($200). Argo-
naut Book Shop, Dec. cat. 100, #16, 1st ed., some light
foxing ($425).

Hamilton, English School. Charles Cox, June cat. 34,
#30, vols. 1-2 dated 1833, vols. 3-4 dated 1832 (£120).

Hayley, Ballads, 1805. SL, 6 Oct. 1986, #770, spotted,
bound with Gessner, Death of Abel, 1803, and sold with
Blair, Grave, 1808 “folio” (but actually the quarto),
spotted (Stern, £165); same copy of the Ballads, Jeffrey
Stern, Jan. cat. 5, #457 (£550).
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