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Blake Set to Music:
Supplement 2001

By DonaLp FrrcH

his supplement—to my Blake Set to Music: A Bibliogra-

phy of Musical Settings of the Poems and Prose of Will-
iam Blake (Berkeley: U of California P, 1990)—is an attempt
to locate and describe the Blake-inspired music that has
come to light in the past ten years. The proliferation of online
catalogs in the music information centers of many coun-
tries has encouraged composers to publicize their work by
contributing information about it. For this reason we have
citations for many earlier works, sometimes dating back sev-
eral decades, as well as for works created within the last ten
years since Blake Set to Music was published. Not every-
thing is covered in this way; as one of the directors com-
mented, “we are dependent upon what the composers sub-
mit to us,” but the search for new material has been very
rewarding. Blake continues to inspire composers. More than
300 entries make up this report, ranging from the mam-
moth creations of Julia Usher and Kristian Hornsleth to the
individual settings of any number of others, In this past
decade earlier manuscript editions have been printed, or
works like Morfydd Owen’s centenary editions have been
reissued, and these have been duly noted. All the familiar
Blake texts still attract; The Marriage of Heaven and Hell was
notably popular with at least seven composers in this last
decade.

I am grateful for the opportunity to call attention to a
number of Blake settings overlooked by my book but in-
cluded in Gooch and Thatcher's Musical Settings of British
Romantic Literature. For most of these I have been able to
provide additional details, both descriptive and biographi-
cal, and, in consulting with the composers and their pub-
lishers, have turned up further Blake settings. There remain
a very few composers from this source, marked with an as-
terisk, that 1 have not been able to verify in any way.

I want to acknowledge here the friendliness and repeated
help of staff in the national music information centers, es-
pecially Anthea Parker (Australia), Jonathan Grimes
(Canada), Marianne Horn (Denmark), Anni Heino (Fin-
land), Els van Swol (Netherlands), Scilla Askew and Philip
Collins (NZ), Alasdair Pettinger (Scotland), Peter Bitterli
(Switzerland), Imogen Mitchell (UK), and Lyn Liston
(AMC:USA), Publishers’ representatives like David
Wordsworth (Schott Music), Hannah Clark (Boosey &
Hawkes), David McCleery (Chester Music), and Julian
Knight (Oxford) were always helpful, and certainly many
composers willingly responded to my importuning letters
with encouragement and information. To all these I am most
grateful. Finally, Eunice Schroeder, music librarian at UC
Santa Barbara, was particularly helpful with the albums of
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several rock artists whose music has taken Blake interpreta-
tion off in new directions.

The last item in each entry is the initial source (S: —) of
information; in most cases other details have been added
from other and unnamed sources. As much as possible |
have attempted to give enough information to make the list
useful to both musicians and Blake scholars.

List of Sources:

AMC American Music Center (NY)

ASCAP American Society of Composers, Authors,and
Publishers, Directory (various eds.)

AusMC Australian Music Centre (Sydney)

Baker Baker’s Biographical Dictionary of Musicians, ed.
Nicholas Slonimsky, 8th ed. (Schirmer, 1991)

Baker 20  Baker's Biographical Dictionary of 20th Century
Classical Musicians, ed. Laura Kuhn
(Schirmer, 1997)

B&H Boosey & Hawkes, music publishers

BCM British Catalogue of Music

BDNZC  Biographical Dictionary of New Zealand Com-
posers (Victoria UP, 1990)

BMIC British Music Information Centre (London)

Broadstock Brenton Broadstock, Sound Ideas: Australian
Composers born since 1950 (AusMC, 1995)

Brown ].D. Brown and S.S. Stratton, British Musical
Biography (1897)

BSM Blake Set to Music (U of California P, 1990)

Carman Judith Carman, Art-Song in the U.S., 1801-1987
(NATS, 1987)

CMC Canadian Music Centre (Toronto)

CPM British Library, Catalogue of Printed Music
(Saur, 1981-1987)

DeVenney David DeVenney, American Choral Music since
1926 (Fallen Leaf Press, 1993)

DMIC Danish Music Information Center
(Copenhagen)

Donemus  Dutch Music Information Center
(Amsterdam)

FMIC Finnish Music Information Center (Helsinki)

GEB G.E. Bentley, Jr. (Blake scholar)

G&T B.N.S. Gooch and D.S. Thatcher, Musical Set-
tings of British Romantic Literature (New York:
Garland, 1982)

Grove Grove’s Dictionary of Music and Musicians, 5th
ed. (St. Martin's Press, 1960)

IEWC International Encyclopedia of Women Compos-
ers, ed. Aaron Cohen (1987)

IMIC Irish Music Information Centre (Dublin)

(HDWWM  (International) Who's Who of Music (annual)

Larkin Encyclopedia of Popular Music, ed. Colin Larkin,
3rd ed. (1998)

Maroney  J. Maroney, Music for Voice and Classical Gui-
tar (McFarland, 1997)

MHH The Marriage of Heaven and Hell
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New Grove New Grave Dictionary of Music and Musicians
(Macmillan, 1980)

NGDAM  New Grove Dictionary of American Music
(Macmillan, 1986)

NGDWC  New Grove Dictionary of Women Composers
(Macmillan, 1994)

NYWC New York Women Composers, Catalog of Con-
cert Music (1994)

OCLC Online Computer Library Center

oup Oxford University Press

Poulton  Alan Poulton, A Dictionary-Catalog of Mod-
ern British Composers (Greenwood Press,
2000)

RCM Royal College of Music (London)

RLIN Research Libraries Information Network

SI/SE Songs of Innocence/Songs of Experience

SME Swiss Music Edition (Lucerne)

SMIC Scottish Music Information Centre (Glasgow)

SOUNZ  New Zealand Music Information Centre

(Wellington)

List of Abbrevations:

ca. circa, approximately

cO Chamber Orchestra
comm, commissioned

cond. conductor, conducting
dir. director, directing

dur. duration

incl. including

ms. manuscript, unpublished
n.d, no date stated

n.p. no place stated

pc personal correspondence
PO Philharmonic Orchestra
pub. publisher

S Source

SATB Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass
ALLEN, David Len. USA

Little Lamb; for SATB chorus and piano. Orem, UT,
Jackman Music, c1987. 8 p. Dur. 3'15”. §: AMC.

ALWYN, William, 1905-1985. UK
Songs of Innocence; twelve songs for voice and piano. Ms,,
composed 1930-31, 1932, Contents: 1. Piping Down the
Valley. 2. The Blossom. 3. The Little Lamb. 4. Spring. 5. The
Echoing Green. 6. Nurse’s Song. 7. The Divine Image (voice
and string quartet), 8, The Little Black Boy (1932). 9. Infant
Joy. 10. Laughing Song. 11. The Little Boy Lost. 12. The Little
Boy Found. See also BSM 8-9. S: Poulton.

(ALWYN)
Tyger, Tyger; film for BBC-TV, released 1969. Written and
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directed by Christopher Burstall; musical score by William
Alwyn. S: G&T.

ANDERSON, Jean Mary, 1939- CANADA
Tivo Songs; for alto and organ. Ms., composed 1997. 13 and
9 p. Dur. 7. Contents: 1. Peace (Vaughan). 2. Reeds of In-
nocence (Blake). Available from CMC. See also BSM 10,
Biog: NGDWC. §: CMC.

ANDERSON, Matthew S., 1965- USA
Love and Harmony Combine; song for alto voice and piano.
Ms., composed 19—. S: AMC.

ANONYMOUS.

Can I See Another’s Woe; hymn with four-part harmony.
Melody based on Veni, creator gentium (Erfurt, 1524); har-
monized by Seth Calvisius (1556-1615). In: Singing the Liv-
ing Tradition (Boston, Beacon Press, for The Unitarian Uni-
versalist Assn., c1993) no. 127. S: copy.

ANONYMOUS. NORWAY
To See the World (in a grain of sand); hymn with four-part
harmony, arr. Edvard Grieg. In: Singing the Living Tradi-
tion (Boston, Beacon Press, for the Unitarian Universalist
Assn., ¢1993) no. 398. Melody ca. 1600. S: copy.

ARKWRIGHT, Marian Ursula, 1863-1922, UK
Second Album of Songs for Children. London, Alphonse Cary,
ca. 1895. Contains nine Blake titles, incl. Laughing Song
and Spring. Biog: NGDWC. §: G&T.

ARNELL, Richard Anthony, 1917- UK
Con Amore, op. 160; song cycle for soprano, mezzo, SA choir,
and piano. Ms,, composed 1990. 1st perf. Cantamus, P.
Cook, dir. No. 3 of the set is a Blake setting: Never Seek to
Tell thy Love (6 p.). Biog: IWWM. See also BSM 26. 5
BMIC.

BSM 31: ARNOLD, Malcolm, Sir, 1921- UK
Five William Blake Songs (1966). Now reprinted with piano
reduction (London, Studio Music, 1990). S: BCM 1992.

(ARNOLD)

Serenade for Tenor and String Quartet, op. 134. London,
Novello, 1989. Composed 1988. Dur. of set: 9° 5 nos., incl.
no. 2: Then tell me, what is the material world (Blake). 1st
perf. Norwich, 11 Apr. 1989, by Robert Tear (dedicatee) with
London Sinfonia, Richard Hickox cond. See also BSM 31,
S: Poulton.

AYRES, Frederick, 1876-1926. USA
To the Evening Star; song. Ms., n.d. Biog: ASCAP. S: G&T.

BARLOW, David Frederick, 1927-1975. UK
Two Unaccompanied Songs; for solo voice. Ms., n.d. Con-
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tents: 1. Lotus Eaters (Tennyson). 2. Laughing Song (Blake).
S: BMIC.

BARNES, Edward Shippen, 1887-1958. USA
Christmas Nocturne. New York, H.W. Gray, 1937. “Text by
Blake.” Biog: Baker. S: G&T.

BARRELL, Bernard, 1919- UK
Five Hymn Tunes, op. 71; for SATB voices. Ely, Cambs.,
Oecumuse, 1984. 6 p. Composed 1973. Dedicated to Dr.
Martin Shaw and Mrs. Joan Shaw. Texts by Watts, Herbert
(2), Chas. Wesley, and Blake (To Mercy, Pity, Peace, and
Love). S: BMIC; copy.

BAXTER, Garth, 1946- USA
A Cradle Song; for soprano voice and guitar. Ms., c1988. 4
p. st line: Sweet dreams form a shade. 1st perf. Mar. 1993.
Available from composer (Westminster, MD). Now (1999)
part of a group called: Two Songs of Reflection. S: Maroney;

copy.

BAYFORD, Frank, 1941- UK
In Terra Pax, op. 47; for soprano voice, clarinet, and piano.
Enfield, Middlesex, Modus Music, 1985. 18 p. Dur. 11°
Dedicated to and 1st perf. by Microcosmus, 14 Oct. 1986.
In eight movements; No.1: Prelude, sets Auguries of Inno-
cence (four lines beginning: To see a world in a grain of sand);
others set traditional children’s thymes. S: BMIC; pc.

BECK, Jeremy, 1960- USA
Four Songs by Blake; for soprano voice and bass clarinet. Ms.,
composed 1987. 11 p. Dur. 6. There is also a version for
soprano and cello (1989). Contents: 1. Song (How sweet |
roam’d). 2. Never Seek to Tell thy Love. 3. The Little Boy
Found. 4. The Laughing Song. S: AMC.

(BECK)

Four Songs for Baritone; for baritone voice and piano. Ms,,
composed 1986. Dur. 6. Only no. 1 is Blake: The Garden of
Love. S: AMC.

(BECK)
London; for SATB chorus. Ms., ¢1980. Dur. 2°20". §: AMC.

BEDFORD, David, 1937- UK
An Island in the Moomn; for SATB (soloists or small choir) a
cappella. London, Universal Edition, 1988. 13 p. Dur. 8.
Pub. no. UE 18432L. Reproduced from ms. Comm. by Elms
Concerts for Singcircle, Gregory Rose cond., and 1st perf.
by them, 1 Jan 1986, Almeida, London. Biog: Baker 20. See
also BSM 90-92. S: copy.

[BEETHOVEN, Ludwig van, 1770-1827]

When the Green Woods Laugh. In: The Wonderful Year (Lon-
don, Paterson’s Pbns, 1949). Arr. by J. Michael Diack, from
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Beethoven’s Piano Trio, op. I, no. 2 (1795). Blake text: Laugh-
ing Song. S: G&T.

BERKELEY, Michael, 1948- UK
The Wild Winds; for soprano and chamber orchestra or string
quartet. London, OUP, 1978. 44 p. Dur. 12" Blake text:
Mad Song. 1st perf. 19 Dec. 1979, by Jane Manning, Little
Venice CO, London, Richard Stamp cond. Biog: Baker 20.
See also BSM 101. S: BMIC.

BEVAN, Temple, fl. 1915-1954. UK
In Playtime. London, Paterson’s Pbns, ca. 1936. Incl. one
Blake title: When the Green Woods Laugh ( Laughing Song).
S: G&T.

BIBERIAN, Gilbert E., 1944- UK
The Sick Rose; for high voice and guitar. Ms., c1967. Dur.
30" Atonal setting, available from composer (Cheltenham,
Eng.). S: Maroney.

BIELAWA, Lisa. USA
From The Marriage of Heaven and Hell; for SSAATBB cho-
rus and two percussion players. Ms., c1996. Dur. ca. 11'30"
S: AMC.

BIRTWHISTLE, Harrison, Sir, 1934- UK
Grimethorpe Aria; for brass band. London, Universal Edi-
tion, 1973. Dur. 14’ Score pref. with lines from Jerusalem:
Let the Indefinite be explored, and let every Man be Judged
by his own Works. Comm. and Ist perf. by Grimethorpe
Colliery Band, 15 Aug. 1973. Recorded 1976 (Decca HEAD
14). Biog: IWWM; also Michael Hall, HB (1984). S: BMIC.

(BIRTWHISTLE)

Salford Toccata; for brass band and bass drum. London, Uni-
versal Edition, 1989. Dur. 16. Comm. by K. Wilson; 1st
perf. 12 Apr. 1989, Salford Colliery Brass Band, Elgar
Howarth cond. Blake motto: Here mountains of brass prom-
ise much riches in their dreadful bosoms. S: BMIC.

BITGOOD, Roberta, 1908- USA
Ye Works of the Lord; for mixed chorus and organ. Ms., com-
posed 1993. Texts from the Bible and Wm. Blake. “Com-
missioned ... for a jubilee celebration in her honor in New
London, CT"—Amer. Organist, 23/3(1993): 10. Biog:
NGDWC. Noted American organist and choral director.

BLAKE, Howard, 1938- UK
All God’s Creatures; song-cycle for children’s voices and or-
chestra or piano. London, Faber Music, 1994. Dur. 24.
Comm. and 1st perf. 22 Mar. 1995, by the Guildford PO,
composer cond. Texts by eight authors incl. three by Blake:
1. Prologue: A Robin Red Breast in a Cage. 2. The Tiger. 3.
The Lamb. Biog: IWWM. S: pub.
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