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10
See George Birkbeck Hill, Letters of Dante Gabriel Hossetti to
William Alllngham 185^1370 (London, ltfyy), p. Z>o. There
Hossetti writes Allingham about locating a potential publisher
for his translations. He says he is not "very sanguine" abou^.
Macmlllan's acceptance! "For one thing, 1 have oeen obliged to
introduce, in order to give a full view of tne epoch of poeury,
some matter to which objections may probably be raised...."
10

Anne Gilchrist, p. 127.

llHill, p. 259.
12

Alexander Gilchrist, Life of William Biakei Victor Ignotus,
I (London, 1863), 108. I n her article, Dorfman mentions that
the resulting commentary in the 1863 edition was a "tepid adap
tation of Hossetti's paragraph" which was eventually dropped in
the 1880 edition because "the tone had become dated" (pp. 227
228).
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MINUTE PARTICULARS
1.

Toward a More Accurate Description of the Uriel
Manuscript
Francis Wood Metcalf
2 Horatio Street ^17S
New York, N.Y. 1001*4

Professor Bentley's description of the Tirlel manuscript
in his facsimile edition (Oxford, 1967) is confused. Although
I have not examined the original manuscript, it is clear from a
study ofthe facsimile that Professor Bentley mistakes Blake's
sectional numberings for foliations 1 "The rectos of the leaves
are foliated 17 in ink, in the top centre of the page, on pages
1, 3t 5» 7» 10 (N.BI [Bentley's emphasis} 11, and 13" (p. 52).
He cannot "explaTn the misnumbering on page 10, which is a verso
instead of a recto like the other numbered pages. The '5* on
page 10 implies that the order of the pages should be 18, 10,
9, 1115, but the continuity of the narrative clearly demon
strates that the present order is the correct one" (p. 5^)•
The present order is indeed correct. The simple explana
tion for "the misnumbering on page 10" is tnat section k is
considerably longer than the otner sections. msteaa of occu
pying just one leaf, recto and verso, as do tne preceding three
sections, it spills over to the next recto, page y.
The next
section, ;>, then begins atop the next page, 10. That this page

Il
ls a verso instead of a recto is irrelevant. Blake's practice
thoughout the manuscript is to form sectional units by_numbering,
and by beginning each section at the top of a page. Although
Professor Bentley agonizes at some length and to no conclusion
over "the strange way in which the pages are filled with writing"
(p. 55) i "the principle is cleari If a section ends partway
through a page, the rest of that page is left blank, and the next
section begins atop the next page. Section 4 occupies two and
ninetenths pages; therefore, as professor Bentley observes,
there is a blank space of "a tenth of a page on {the bottom ol ]
page 9" (p. 35). Section 5 fills one page exactly; and since
this page is a verso, section 6 begins atop a recto, page 11,
restoring what Professor Bentley mistakes for a pattern of folia
tion by rectos. Section 6 ends halfway through page 12, and
after the familiar blank space, section 7 begins atop page 13.
The shortest section, it fills only threequarters of its page.
Therefore, thenext section, 8, begins atop a verso, page Ik.
This is the very phenomenon that stymied Professor Bentley in
the case of section 5? but he does not mention "8"—quite plain
on the page—at all, not even as a "nils numbering."
Professor Bentley states that "the rectos are also correctly
foliated in pencil 29 on the top right corner of pages 1, 3t 5i
7 f 9, 11, 13v and 15. Probably neither foliation is Blake's"
(p. 52), Part of this conclusion is unjustifiable. Since one
"foliation" is not a foliation but a sequence of sectionnumbers,
and since these numbers appear (in the facsimile) to be in the
same hand and ink as the rest of the manuscript, they are very
likely Blake's own. After all, "the same greyblack ink is
used throughout the poem" (p. 55). However, the time foliation,
in pencil, may well be someone else's. Whether it is or not,
it indicates that if the first page is folio no. 2, there must
be a missing page 1; possibly this could be the title page. One
wishes that Professor Bentley had given us a more considered
account of the manuscript in this otherwise splendid edition.
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Blake and "Cowper's Tame Hares"

Thomas L. Minnick
Dept. of English
The Ohio State University
In A Blake Bibliography (p. 123) Professors bentley and
Nurmi descrioe one plate in William Hayley's The Life,...of
William
Cowper, Esq. (Chichester, 180304; 3 vols.) as followsi
v
{k) AJC Jol. ill p. 415f t h e bottom of the page, is an unsigned
engraving, not mentioned in the directions to the binder, rep
resenting the Weathernouse, 'The peasants Nest,' and 'Cowper's
Tame hares,' 'Puss finey & Bess,' with a quotation from ine

