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since the sha t t e r i ng of the "obdurate ga t e s " made Enitharmon capable 
of love and sympathy so t ha t she could j o in Los.'s work (Vila 87: 
40­45, 90:6 , VII I , 99:22­27) . In p.100 the mate r i a l of the end of 
Vila and the end of Vlib ­ Enitharmon and the Daughters of Beulah ­
i s mixed and in te r twined . As the Night goes on i n to p.101 the mix­
ture extends to include mate r i a l from the whole of Nights Vila 
and VIlb. 

Thus I conclude t ha t Blake had decided to keep Vlib somehow; 
but bad not solved the problem of the quart of i n sp i r a t i on and the 
pin t pot of nine Nights . The ©umbering of the Nights was, a f t e r a l l 
the l e a s t of h i s problems. 

2. Blake's Terr ible Ease! 
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through an accident of photographic ordering, a second infra­red pr in t of 
Notebook page' 5 kas come from the B.M. (in connection with preparat ions for a 
new facsimile edi t ion , s t i l l some years of f ) ; and. on t h i s page the bottom l i n e s 
are surpr is ingly darker and more l eg ib le than had seemed possible from e a r l i e r 
infra and other photographs. One can, in f a c t , , s e e everything, i . e . complete 
l i n e s of squiggle for words; the writ ing i s Blake a t h i s unsteadiest (he was 
probably writ ing.on one knee); and i t i s now possible t o be well nigh def in i t ive 
in the reading of these deathless l i n e s . (Doubleday pp. ^91­2; 7ol) 

I can see now tha t the apparently random pa i r of scratches a t the bottom 

of the page are intended t o cancel l i n e s 31­32, to be replaced by l i n e s 33­3*+— 

with what can be now read as the same rhyme words. Page U92 in a new pr in t ing 
wi l l thus be emended t o conclude: 

From p i t y then he redend round t 
And the Spell removed unwound ' t 
I f Blake coiled do this, when he rose up from .shite t 
What might he not do i f he­.sat down to ^write. 

• t . i • . ■ ' • . • • ; • 

The t ex tua l notes on p . 781 wi l l read: 

29 From p i t y then] Then a f t e r 1st rdg de l "Then" was mended to "From7', 
"af ter" was .canceled", ."pity then" was writ ten above the l i n e ; in a fa in t 
photograph of ­ t h i s .very ■rubbed penci l page, a t one time the out side,,page of 
the Notebook, the "pi" ..looks l ike,a­ "B", and "then" combining with t*ie ascending 
stroke of "he" looks l ike, "thing" or "shing" (thus "Blushing" in my e a r l i e r 
reading) . In a be t t e r photograph t h i s and the following l i n e s are d i s t i n c t l y 
l e g i b l e . » ­a , *. "* '■■• 

30 removed] inser ted above the l i n e 

31 rose up fromj sat down to 1st rdg del . 

31­32 wri t ten in margin to replace the following two l i n e s , cancelled 
with two s lant ing s t rokes : 

I f thus Blake could Shite 
What Klopstock did write 
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