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BLAKE AND THE MILLS OF INDUCTION 

HARRY WHITE 

I t  ha s bee n sai d tha t  wha t  characterize d th e eighteent h 
centur y a s th e "Ag e o f  Newton "  wa s no t  s o muc h "it s 
physic s o r  metaphysics ,  a s .  .  .  it s  conceptio n o f 
th e aim s an d method s o f  science. "  I t  "wa s Newton' s 
inductivis m an d experimenta l  is m .  . .  rathe r  tha n 
hi s optic s o r  hi s  mechanic s tha t  motivate d th e leader s 
. . .  o f  eighteenth-centur y Englis h intellectua l  his ­
tory." 1 When doubt s aros e durin g th e centur y concern ­
in g th e ne w science ,  the y wer e certainl y no t  abou t  it s 
results ,  no r  necessaril y  abou t  it s  metaphysica l 
implications ,  th e impac t  o f  whic h wa s no t  full y  fel t 
unti l  th e nineteent h century ,  bu t  it s  methodology . 
The empirica l  philosoph y whic h cam e t o prominenc e wit h 
th e successe s o f  experimenta l  is m ha d rejecte d tradi ­
tiona l  logi c becaus e it s  argument s wer e show n t o b e 
inevitabl y circular ,  bu t  i t  soo n appeare d a s i f  cir ­
cula r  pattern s o f  though t  wer e als o inheren t  i n th e 
scientifi c  method .  Blake' s cas e agains t  experimental -
is m tend s t o dea l  mor e exhaustivel y wit h it s  meta ­
physica l  implication s a s hi s visio n develops ;  bu t  i n 
hi s earlies t  writing s h e employ s circula r  imager y t o 
describ e thos e logica l  difficultie s confrontin g th e 
metho d itself ,  th e implication s o f  whic h wer e far -
reachin g fo r  th e Enlightenment' s hop e fo r  continue d 
progres s promote d b y th e advancemen t  o f  science . 
Blake' s large r  purpos e i n attackin g th e logi c o f 
experimenta l  is m wa s therefor e t o re-affir m th e ide a o f 
scientifi c  progres s i n ligh t  o f  explanation s whic h 
implie d tha t  scienc e coul d succee d onl y withi n a n 
essentiall y  fixe d an d stabl e worl d order . 

The work s o f  Bacon ,  Newton ,  an d Lock e ha d 
demonstrate d th e nee d fo r  a  ne w logi c t o replac e tha t 
of  th e schoolmen .  Baco n may b e considere d fo r  ou r 
purpose s th e firs t  t o significantl y criticiz e 
Aristotelea n logi c an d syllogisti c deductio n i n partic ­
ular ,  contendin g tha t  thes e method s o f  reasonin g wer e 
withou t  "issue, "  incapabl e o f  advancin g scientifi c 
inquir y becaus e the y di d nothin g mor e tha n lea d men 
throug h maze s o f  circula r  argumentation :  "[A]l l 
hithert o don e wit h regar d t o th e Soienoes,"  h e com ­
plained ,  "i s  vertiginous ,  o r  i n th e wa y o f  perpetua l 
rotation." 2 Writer s comin g afte r  Baco n woul d repeat ­
edl y us e image s o f  circle s t o expos e th e limitation s 
of  traditiona l  logic .  O f  specia l  interes t  i s  th e imag e 
of  th e mil l  which ,  whe n servin g a s a  negativ e emblem , 
i s centra l  t o Blake' s depiction s o f  rationa l  processes . 
Lock e himsel f  use d i t  t o cautio n agains t  circumscribin g 
th e ques t  fo r  knowledge—typicall y comparin g th e ne w 
approac h t o learnin g wit h geographica l  exploration : 

I  d o no t  say ,  t o b e a  goo d geographer ,  tha t  a  man 
shoul d visi t  ever y mountain ,  river ,  promontory , 
and cree k upo n th e fac e o f  th e eart h .  .  .  ;  bu t 
ye t  everyon e mus t  allo w tha t  h e shal l  kno w a 
countr y bette r  tha t  make s ofte n sallie s int o i t 
and traverse s u p an d down ,  tha n h e tha t  lik e a 
mill-hors e goe s stil l  roun d i n th e sam e track .  .  . 

The mil l  imag e make s a  simila r  appearanc e i n a 
1774 articl e b y Thoma s Rei d entitled ,  " A Brie f  Accoun t 
of  Aristotle' s Logic. "  B y the n thi s kin d o f  accountin g 
had becom e rathe r  common.  Rei d point s t o th e "slo w 
progres s o f  usefu l  knowledg e ,  durin g th e man y age s i n 
whic h th e syllogisti c ar t  wa s mos t  highl y cultivate d 
as th e onl y guid e t o science ,  an d it s  quic k progres s 
sinc e tha t  ar t  wa s disused .  . . . "  Th e ancients ,  h e 
adds ,  see m t o hav e ha d to o hig h a  notio n o f  "th e 
reasonin g powe r  i n Man" : 

Mere reasonin g ca n carr y u s bu t  a  very littl e wa y 
i n mos t  subjects .  B y observation ,  an d experi ­
ment s properl y conducted ,  th e stoc k o f  huma n 
knowledg e may b e enlarge d withou t  end ;  bu t  th e 
power  o f  reasonin g alone ,  applie d wit h vigo r 
throug h a  lon g life ,  woul d onl y carr y a  man 
roun d lik e a  hors e i n a  mill ,  wh o labour s har d 
but  make s n o progress. 14 

Blak e appear s t o hav e adopte d th e very concern s 
and som e o f  th e sam e metaphor s o f  empirica l  philosoph y 
i n hi s  criticis m o f  it .  Urizen ,  describe d a s "Self -
closd, "  "self-contemplating, "  an d "unprolific "  {The 
Book of Urizen, E  6 9 ) , 5 call s t o min d Bacon' s des ­
criptio n o f  th e science s a s rotatin g bac k upo n them ­
selve s an d withou t  issue .  Blak e repeatedl y portray s 
Urizen' s observation s a s "explorations" ;  an d als o 
warns ,  a s d o Locke ,  Reid ,  an d others ,  tha t  "non e b y 
travellin g ove r  know n land s ca n fin d ou t  th e unknown " 
("Al l  Religion s **** One") .  Bu t  mos t  significantly , 
he employ s image s lik e th e mil l  t o indicat e tha t 
th e fruitles s proces s o f  reason' s "dul l  round "  may 
describ e aspect s o f  experimental  is m ("Ther e i s N o 
Natura l  Religion" )  an d t o sugges t  furthermor e th e 
degenerativ e effect s o f  al l  suc h menta l  drudgery , 
whethe r  ol d o r  new .  Fo r  a t  anothe r  poin t  fro m a  mil l 
i s  brough t  fort h "th e skeleto n o f  a  body ,  whic h i n th e 
mil l  wa s Aristotle s Analytics "  {The Marriage of Heaven 
and Hell, E  41) .  B y encompassin g th e logi c o f 
experimenta l  is m a s wel l  a s tha t  o f  Aristotle ,  th e mil l 
serve s t o den y th e very distinction s i t  serve d t o 
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clarif y i n th e ne w philosophy .  Fo r  Blake' s strateg y 
was t o tur n th e charg e o f  questio n begging ,  o f  circu ­
la r  reasoning ,  bac k upo n th e ne w logi c itsel f  i n orde r 
t o undercu t  it s on e rea l  clai m t o distinction ,  whic h 
was tha t  th e experimenta l  metho d o f  inductio n wa s 
trul y capabl e o f  proceedin g beyon d it s ow n premises . 

Sinc e Bacon ,  philosopher s ha d bee n buildin g a 
cas e fo r  th e empirica l  metho d b y showin g ho w neithe r 
th e syllogis m no r  th e inductio n o f  Aristotl e could , 
i n Dugal d Stewart' s words ,  "possibl y advanc e a  singl e 
ste p i n th e acquisitio n o f  ne w knowledge .  Ho w differ ­
ent  fro m bot h i s th e inductio n o f  Bacon ,  which , 
instea d o f  carryin g th e min d roun d i n th e sam e circl e 
of  words ,  lead s i t  fro m th e past t o th e future, fro m 
th e known t o th e unknown?"^ Stewar t  distinguishe s 
betwee n wha t  hav e com e t o b e know n a s "summative " 
(sometime s an d variousl y calle d "complete, "  "expli ­
cative. "  o r  "perfect" )  an d "ampliative "  induction . 
The distinctio n wa s though t  t o b e crucial .  I n 
summativ e inductio n conclusion s ar e base d upo n a n 
examinatio n o f  eac h an d ever y particula r  ite m withi n 
th e categor y abou t  whic h th e genera l  assertio n i s 
bein g made .  Strictl y speaking ,  thi s seem s t o b e th e 
onl y kin d o f  inductio n Blak e recognized .  H e define d 
i t  a s "th e rati o o f  al l  w e hav e alread y known "  ("Al l 
Religions") ,  indicatin g b y th e wor d "all "  tha t  th e 
inductio n allude d t o i s complete .  Thu s i n "a n 
inferenc e fro m induction ,  i f  th e enumeratio n b e 
complete ,  th e evidenc e wil l  b e equa l  t o tha t  o f  a 
perfec t  syllogism .  .  .  .  " 7 Th e problem ,  o f  course , 
i s tha t  sinc e summativ e inductio n amount s t o n o mor e 
tha n a n explicatio n o f  al l  w e hav e alread y known ,  i t 
i s  therefor e als o lik e deductiv e logi c i n tha t  i t  doe s 
not  provid e th e mean s b y whic h w e may com e t o kno w 
more .  I t  wa s believed ,  however ,  tha t  Baco n ha d 
formulate d an d Newto n employe d a  metho d fo r  proceedin g 
fro m know n particular s t o th e generall y unknown . 
Newto n himsel f  describe d i t  whe n h e define d experi ­
menta l  philosoph y a s th e metho d b y whic h "particula r 
proposition s ar e inferre d fro m th e phaenomena ,  an d 
afterward s rendere d genera l  b y induction." 8 "T o 
Generaliz e i s t o b e a n Idiot, "  Blak e sai d i n charac ­
terizin g a  leadin g tendenc y o f  th e ag e (Annotation s 
t o Reynolds ,  E  630) ,  fo r  i t  wa s specificall y th e 
typ e o f  ampliativ e inductio n Newto n describes ,  whic h 
was thouph t  t o compris e th e logica l  coniDonen t  o f  th e 
experimenta l  method ,  tha t  Blak e foun d unconvincing . 
And hi s statement s regardin g experimenta l  scienc e 
sho w h e kne w precisel y th e allegedl y uniqu e feature s 
of  it s  inductiv e procedures :  "I n ignoranc e t o vie w a 
smal l  portio n an d thin k tha t  Al l  /  An d cal l  i t  Demon­
stratio n blin d t o al l  th e simpl e rule s o f  life " 
(Four Zoas, E  396) .  Al l  explanation s o f  scientifi c 
inductio n a s proceedin g fro m th e know n t o th e unknow n 
Blak e understoo d t o b e simpl y illogical :  "A s non e 
by travellin g ove r  know n land s ca n fin d ou t  th e unknown . 
So fro m alread y acquire d knowledg e Man coul d no t 
acquir e more "  ("Al l  Religions") . 

Blake ,  however ,  wa s no t  alon e i n questionin g th e 
logi c o f  th e experimenta l  method .  Simila r  doubt s ha d 
been expresse d ofte n enoug h i n th e latte r  par t  o f  th e 
eighteent h century .  T o a  grea t  exten t  thes e doubt s 
had bee n stirre d u p b y critique s o f  th e metho d whic h 
Davi d Hume ha d pu t  forth ,  an d i t  i s  n o coincidenc e 
tha t  h e base d hi s argumen t  o n th e sam e insigh t  Blak e 
arrive d at :  tha t  th e ne w logic ,  lik e th e old , 
triumphe d b y mean s o f  circula r  reasoning : 

We hav e sai d tha t  al l  argument s concernin g 
existenc e ar e founde d o n th e relatio n o f  caus e 
and effect ;  tha t  ou r  knowledg e o f  tha t  relatio n 
i s derive d entirel y fro m experience ;  an d tha t  al l 
our  experimenta l  conclusion s procee d upo n th e 
suppositio n tha t  th e futur e wil l  b e conformabl e 
t o th e past .  T o endeavor ,  therefore ,  th e proo f 
of  thi s las t  suppositio n b y probabl e arguments , 
or  argument s regardin g existence ,  mus t  b e 
evidentl y goin g i n a  circle ,  an d takin g tha t  fo r 
granted ,  whic h i s th e very poin t  i n question . 

To sa y i t  [a n inference ]  i s experimental ,  i s 
beggin g th e question .  Fo r  al l  inference s fro m 
experienc e suppose ,  a s thei r  foundation ,  tha t 
th e futur e wil l  resembl e th e past .  . . .  I f 
ther e b e an y suspicio n tha t  th e cours e o f  natur e 
may chang e .  .  .  ,  al l  experienc e become s useless , 
and ca n giv e ris e t o n o inferenc e o r  conclusion. 9 

Whethe r  o r  no t  Blak e actuall y rea d Hume, 1 0 h e 
came t o simila r  conclusion s regardin g th e experimenta l 
metho d an d comprehende d wit h a  mor e wide-rangin g 
imaginatio n it s socia l  an d politica l  implications . 
The scientifi c  revolutio n o f  th e seventeent h centur y 
was largel y responsibl e fo r  definin g th e ide a o f 
progres s which ,  throughou t  th e eighteent h centur y 
and beyond ,  generall y implie d th e successiv e triumph s 
of  rationalit y base d upo n th e discover y o f  empiricall y 
verifiabl e truths .  Bu t  i f  certai n essentia l  feature s 
of  th e unknow n futur e ha d t o resembl e th e know n pas t 
t o guarante e th e applicabilit y  o f  experimenta l 
inferences ,  the n conservativism ,  an d no t  progress , 
had t o b e th e majo r  premis e upo n whic h th e conclusion s 
of  empirica l  scienc e wer e founded .  Thu s Urize n mus t 
firs t  a s tyran t  stabiliz e th e proces s o f  histor y an d 
th e cours e o f  natur e s o a s t o giv e consistenc y t o 
science :  H e form s instrument s t o "fix " 

The whol e int o anothe r  worl d bette r  suite d t o obe y 
Hi s wil l  wher e non e shoul d dar e oppos e hi s wil l 

himsel f  bein g Kin g 
Of  Al l  &  Al l  futurit y b e boun o i n hi s vas t  chai n 
And th e science s wer e fixed[.] (Four Zoas, E  343 ) 

Urizen' s attempt s t o achiev e demonstrativ e certaint y 
als o circumscrib e th e exten t  o f  hi s empirica l 
observations .  Foreve r  confine d t o exploration s o f 
hi s ow n dens ,  th e geograph y o f  whic h wa s designe d an d 
buil t  t o confor m t o hi s ow n laws ,  hi s researc h wil l 
necessaril y  confir m th e validit y o f  thos e laws . 
Travellin g lik e a  mi  11-horse ,  Urize n exclude s fro m 
th e fiel d o f  stud y contrar y occurances ,  o r  els e ha s 
the m "bound "  i n servic e t o th e law .  I n othe r  words , 
th e presume d validit y o f  scientifi c  la w tend s t o 
determine ,  a priori, th e procedure s o f  empirica l 
observatio n itself .  Urizen' s scientifi c  exploration s 
ar e no t  devise d fo r  th e purpos e o f  discovery ,  bu t 
confirmation ;  tha t  is ,  the y compris e a  limite d searc h 
fo r  thos e "objects "  tha t  wil l  confor m t o pre-concep -
tion s a s t o wha t  constitute s scientifi c  "evidence " 
and "proof" :  " I  hav e sough t  fo r  . . .  a  soli d withou t 
fluctuatio n .  .  .  , "  Urize n confesse s (Book of Urizen, 
E.  70) ,  revealin g hi s predispositio n t o "discover " 
onl y measurabl e materia l  objects . 

I f  i t  wer e indee d tru e tha t  scienc e wa s base d 
upon circula r  pattern s o f  thought ,  the n i t  coul d no t 
possibl y b e a  forc e fo r  change ,  bu t  jus t  anothe r  mean s 
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of  rationalization .  Yet ,  attempt s t o explai n th e 
scientifi c  metho d di d no t  see m concerne d wit h emoha -
sizin g that ,  o n th e contrary ,  scienc e demande d inde ­
pendenc e o f  though t  capable ,  whe n necessary ,  o f 
creativel y challengin g conventiona l  reasoning .  Instead , 
writer s o f  th e eighteent h centur y wer e suggestin g 
tha t  th e ne w inductiv e procedures ,  n o longe r  regarde d 
as s o radicall y ne w no r  eve n entirel y rational ,  wer e 
stil l  viabl e becaus e mankind ,  eithe r  fo r  exampl e a s 
a resul t  o f  "commo n sense "  (Reid )  o r  "custo m an d 
habit "  (Hume) ,  wa s dispose d t o comprehen d experienc e 
as essentiall y  stabl e an d predictible :  "Al l 
inference s fro m experienc e .  .  .  , "  Hume believed , 
"ar e th e effect s o f  custom .  .  .  . " n Blak e probabl y 
had explanation s suc h a s thes e i n min d whe n h e wrot e 
tha t  wha t  on e ha d "t o d o t o Prov e tha t  Al l  Trut h i s 
Prejudice "  wa s t o conceiv e al l  knowledg e i n term s o f 
"Demonstrativ e Scienc e suc h a s i s  Weighe d o r  Measured " 
(Annotation s t o Reynolds ,  E  648) .  Someho w libera l 
and progressiv e idea s n o longe r  seeme d relevan t  t o 
discussion s o f  scientifi c  methodology ;  an d eve n 
liberal s lik e Josep h Priestl y wer e proposin g tha t  w e 
hav e "alway s foun d i t  t o b e s o [tha t  th e futur e wil l 
be lik e th e past] ;  and ,  therefore ,  ho w ca n w e suspec t 
th e contrary?" 12 Yet ,  "Withou t  Contrarie s i s n o 
progression "  (Marriage of Heaven and Hell, E  34) ; 
and contrar y t o commonl y hel d views ,  Blak e wa s 
suggestin g tha t  scienc e require d a  willingnes s t o 
accep t  th e possibilit y o f  a  futur e radicall y differ ­
ent  fro m th e past . 

Contrar y progressio n wa s Blake' s solutio n t o 
th e proble m o f  circularit y an d hi s answe r  t o thos e 
"conservative "  justification s o f  scientifi c  method ­
ology ;  bu t  befor e turnin g t o it ,  w e shoul d firs t  not e 
tha t  i f  th e ke y elemen t  i n hi s conceptio n o f  a 
progressiv e scienc e wa s somethin g othe r  tha n reason , 
the n thos e doubt s a s t o th e suppose d rationalit y o f 
experimentalis m pointe d th e wa y t o somethin g lik e a 
poetic ,  rathe r  tha n a  logica l  geniu s initiatin g 
advance s i n science .  Stephe n Hales ,  fo r  instance , 
foun d i t  reasonable ,  whe n travellin g fro m "th e 
utmos t  Boundarie s o f  thos e Thing s whic h w e clearl y 
know"  t o "th e adjoinin g Border s o f  Terra incognita* 
. . .  t o indulg e i n Conjectur e .  .  .  ;  otherwis e w e 
shoul d mak e bu t  ver y slo w Advance s i n futur e Discov ­
eries ,  eithe r  b y Experiment s o r  Reasoning .  .  .  . " 
And havin g demonstrate d tha t  n o for m o f  logic , 
includin g scientifi c  induction ,  coul d reasonabl y 
procee d beyon d it s ow n premises ,  Hume propose d tha t 
th e law s o f  th e empirica l  science s wer e base d instea d 
upon imaginativ e associations .  Ther e wa s simpl y n o 
othe r  conclusion  t o dra w fro m th e realizatio n tha t  1 ) 
eve n th e supposedl y ne w logica l  procedure s coul d no t 
reasonabl y advanc e beyon d th e know n an d tha t  2 )  never ­
theless ,  grea t  an d startlin g ne w discoverie s ha d i n 
fac t  occurre d i n th e sciences :  "A s non e b y travellin g 
ove r  know n land s ca n fin d ou t  th e unknown .  S o fro m 
alread y acquire d knowledg e Man coul d no t  acquir e 
more ,  therefor e a n universa l  Poeti c Geniu s exists " 
("Al l  Religions") .  Blake' s proo f  o f  th e existenc e o f 
a poeti c geniu s i s  thu s predicate d upo n hi s belie f  i n 
th e actua l  existenc e o f  a  progressiv e science .  Fo r 
he di d no t  doub t  th e capacit y o f  moder n scienc e t o 
advanc e huma n knowledge .  H e onl y argue d tha t  it s 
progres s coul d no t  b e accounte d fo r  b y resortin g t o 
notion s lik e ampliativ e induction .  Imaginativ e 
perceptio n wa s th e trul y nove l  featur e o f  th e modern , 
empirica l  science s whic h distinguishe d the m fro m al l 

tha t  ha d bee n previousl y don e i n matter s o f  scienc e an d 
philosophy .  I t  wa s th e elemen t  withou t  whic h eve n 
moder n scienc e woul d g o roun d i n circles : 

I f  i t  wer e no t  fo r  th e Poeti c o r  Propheti c 
characte r  th e Philosophi c &  Experimenta l  woul d 
soo n b e a t  th e rati o o f  al l  things ,  &  stan d 
stil l  unabl e t o d o othe r  tha n repea t  th e sam e 
dul l  roun d ove r  again!. ]  ("Natura l  Religion" ) 

Wit h suc h statement s Blak e point s t o a n irrecon ­
cilabilit y  betwee n th e logica l  an d empirica l  element s 
of  moder n science .  Th e Urizeni c solutio n t o thes e 
difference s was ,  a s w e hav e seen ,  t o impos e a  logica l 
orde r  upo n observabl e reality ,  an d hi s effort s wer e 
reflecte d i n th e persisten t  attempt s o f  empirica l 
philosopher s t o locat e a n essentia l  continuit y an d 
consistenc y withi n huma n experienc e b y speakin g o f 
habitua l  inference s an d resemblence s betwee n pas t  an d 
future .  Th e advantag e o f  s o definin g progres s a s 
linea r  wa s tha t  movemen t  woul d the n procee d entirel y 
withi n a  stabl e framewor k o f  reasonabl e expectations- -
a kin d o f  Burkea n growt h proces s quit e differen t 
fro m th e radica l  notio n o f  contrar y progression . 
For  Blak e realize d tha t  movemen t  tha t  fulfill s 
expectation s mus t  b e goin g i n circles ;  an d believin g 
tha t  contrarie s ough t  neve r  t o b e reconcile d sinc e 
the y mak e fo r  progress ,  h e regarde d thi s irreconcila ­
bilit y  withi n th e metho d no t  a s a  proble m requirin g 
resolution ,  bu t  a s th e ver y sourc e o f  scientifi c 
progress .  Progres s depende d neithe r  upo n th e certaint y 
nor  th e permanenc e o f  th e demonstration s o f  experi ­
mentalism .  Fo r  th e essenc e o f  moder n scienc e lay ,  t o 
th e contrary ,  i n it s  tendenc y t o challeng e continuousl y 
al l  rationa l  demonstrations ,  whil e replacin g the m wit h 
"scientifi c  truths "  whic h wer e i n themselve s recog ­
nize d t o b e "mutabl e . . . [ » ]  tru e a t  on e tim e an d 
not  a t  another .  .  .  ."lh Thu s whil e th e scientifi c 
metho d arrive d a t  som e genuinel y ne w discoveries , 
see n b y Blak e a s shift s i n imaginativ e perceptio n o f 
reality ,  suc h discoverie s ha d t o b e viewe d a s par t  o f 
a dialectica l  proces s i n whic h discover y functione d 
at  on e an d th e sam e tim e a s a  mean s o f  refutation : 
"What  i s  no w prove d wa s once ,  onl y imagin'd "  (Marriage, 
E 36) ;  an d fo r  certain ,  wha t  i s  no w prove d wil l 
inevitabl y b e disproved :  "Reaso n o r  A  Rati o o f  Al l 
We hav e Know n i s no t  th e Same a s i t  shal l  b e whe n w e 
kno w More "  (Annotation s t o Reynolds ,  E  649 .  Reynold s 
had jus t  remarke d tha t  "reaso n i s  somethin g invari ­
able, "  fo r  Blak e a n ancien t  an d medieva l  belie f  tha t 
was n o longe r  tenabl e withi n a  scientifi c an d pro ­
gressiv e civilization. ) 

Kar l  Poppe r  ha s note d i n ou r  centur y tha t  i t 
"i s  throug h th e falsificatio n o f  ou r  supposition s tha t 
we actuall y ge t  i n touc h wit h 'reality.' "  Scientifi c 
"theorie s mus t  b e falsifiable :  i t  i s  throug h thei r 
falsificatio n tha t  scienc e progresses." 15 Similarl y 
fo r  Blake ,  th e choice ,  upo n whic h th e ultimat e re ­
generatio n o f  mankin d depended ,  wa s betwee n a  scienc e 
whic h afforde d th e securit y o f  certai n knowledge ,  th e 
"sam e dul l  roun d .  .  .  ,  a  mil l  wit h complicate d 
wheels "  ("Natura l  Religion") ,  o r  tha t  whic h provide d 
progressiv e enlightenment :  "Scienc e canno t  exis t 
. . .  i n generalizin g Demonstration s o f  th e Rationali ­
zin g Power .  .  . .  Establishmen t  o f  Trut h depend s o n 
th e destructio n o f  Falsehoo d continually "  (Jerusalem, 
E 203) . 
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Dichter, und re l i g iose r Schwarmer" in Vaterlandisah.es 
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on ,  an d confuse d from ,  Anon. ,  "Bit s o f  Biography . 
y No .  I .  Blake ,  th e Visio n Seer ,  an d Marti n th e Yor k 

Minste r  Incendiary, "  Monthly Magazine, 1 5 (Marc h 
1833) ,  244-49. ^  Th e earl y account s o f  Blak e i n th e 
Unite d State s ar e al l  simpl y extract s fro m o r  re ­
print s o f  Alla n Cunningham' s lif e o f  Blak e (1830). 5 

And ther e ar e apparentl y n o account s o f  Blak e a t  all , 
not  eve n incidenta l  reference s t o him ,  i n Italy , 
Spain ,  o r  Hollan d o r  i n othe r  Romanc e o r  Germani c 

/ .  language s unti l  wel l  afte r  1863 ,  whe n ALexande r 
is .  Gilchrist' s  Life of William Blake, "Victor Ignotis" 

made hi m sensationall y wel l  known . 

I n thes e circumstances ,  i t  i s  astonishin g t o 
fin d a n articl e o n Blak e i n Russia n a s earl y a s 1834 , 
an article ,  moreover ,  whic h doe s no t  appea r  i n an y 
Blak e bibliograph y an d whic h i s  quit e unknow n t o 
Blak e scholars .  What  i t  say s an d ho w i t  go t  ther e 

r ,  ar e mysterie s wel l  wort h pursuing . 

3 
When I  wa s i n Leningra d i n 1973 ,  I  visite d th e 

grea t  Saltykov-Shchedri n Librar y wher e Leni n ha d 
worked ,  t o discove r  wha t  the y hav e o n Blake ,  an d 
foun d i n du e tim e tha t  thei r  surprisingl y extensiv e 
Blak e holding s include d a n articl e o n th e poe t  i n 
Teleskop fo r  1834. 6 When I  firs t  sa w th e Teleskop 
entr y i n th e Saltykov-Shchedri n Blak e list ,  I 
assumed tha t  i t  mus t  b e misdated ;  indeed ,  I  wa s 
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