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MINUTE 
PARTICULARS 

A N ILLUSTRATION TO ROBERT BAGE 

M a r t i n Bu t l i n 

T he Blake exh ib i t ion at the Tate, and the 
happy coincidence of a BBC Radio 4 s e r i a l , 
produced one discovery of i n te res t , the 

subject of the h i ther to un ident i f ied book i l l u s t r a t i o n 
in the Bateson Co l lec t ion .

1
 In the "Times Diary" 

in The Times for 25 May 1978 i t was reported that 
Professor Noel McLachlan of Melbourne Universi ty had 
recognized the drawing as being an i l l u s t r a t i o n to 
Robert Bage's Hermsprong, or-Man as He is Not, f i r s t 
published in 1796 and again in 1799, 1809, 1810 
and 1828. The novel , sub t i t led to contrast i t to 
Bage's previous novel Man as He is of 1792, deals 
with the opposit ion between Lord Grondale and the 
radical Mr. Hermsprong, brought up in savage America 
and a reader of Thomas Paine's Rights of Man; he 
is only revealed at the close to be Charles Campinet, 
the wrongful ly d is inher i ted heir of Lord Grondale's 
elder brother. 

The drawing shows the encounter in chapter 5 
between Lord Grondale and Hermsprong fo l lowing the 
l a t t e r ' s rescue of Lord Grondale's daughter 
Caroline Campinet and her aunt Mrs. Merrick from 
being nearly "smashed to pieces down Lippen Crag" 
a f te r the horse pu l l i ng the i r "cha i r , " a form of 
l i g h t chaise, had bol ted. Lord Grondale, who has 
not yet learned of the near accident, is highly angry 
to f ind his niece "leaning on the bosom of a young 
man. . . . Yet he did not knock the stranger down--
he did not. He only sa id , wi t i i the a i r of a great 
and angry man, 'Who are you, S i r ? " ' To th is 
Hermsprong, a "well dressed young man," repl ies at 
f i r s t wi th s i lence, then with " I am a man, s i r . " 
When asked his rank and fortune he rep l i es , " . . . 
As to rank , - - I 'iave been taught only to d is t inguish 
men by v i r t u e , " a sentiment that would have 
appealed to Blake. Behind, Mrs. Merrick s i t s in 
the cha i r , s t i l l dazed "with open eyes, which 
seemed not to see," while the servant Ph i l i p holds 
the horse's head. Blake has shown the se t t i ng , 
"a steep dec l i v i t y " running down to the r i ve r Gron 
by which stands the v i l l age of Grondale; i t is "a 

Wil l iam Blake, I l l u s t r a t i o n to Robert Bage's 
Hermsprong, c. 1820. Pen and wash. Bateson 
Co l lec t ion , on loan to the Tate Gal lery, London. 

f ine autumnal evening." The drawing, which is in 
monochrome pen and sepia and measures 6 3/8 x 4 9/16 
ins . (16.3 x 11.6 cm.), is close in s ty le to 
Blake's i l l u s t r a t i o n s to Mi l ton 's L'Allegro and 
II Penseroso which are on paper watermarked 1316 
and may indeed date from even l a t e r , say c. 1820. 
I t is j u s t possible, al lowing for the fac t that the 
book i l l u s t r a t i o n is even more accomplished in 
Blake's l a t e , sensuous manner than the Mil ton 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s , that i t may have been done in 
connection with the 1828 ed i t ion of Hermsprong, 
which has a vignette f ront isp iece by T. Williams 
showing the same episode. Blake's more ambitious 
design could have been abandoned as unsuitable or 
as the resul t of his death in 1827. However, there 
is no documentary evidence for Blake's connection 
wi th th is ed i t i on . ( I am indebted to Professor 
McLachlan and Judy Egerton for th is i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
and much of i t s elaboration respect ive ly . ) 

1
 Exh. Tate Gallery 1978 (255, r e p r . ) ; also repr. Geoffrey 

Keynes, A Bibiioamphy of William Slake, 1921, p i . 25. I t is 
No. 682 in my deta i led catalogue of Blake's works, now in the 
press. 
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