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"THE ETERNAL WHEELS 
OF INTELLECT": DISSERTATIONS 

ON W I L L I A M BLAKE 
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W i l l i a m Blake has been the subject of doctoral 
d issertat ions for over s ix ty years, and a 
su f f i c i en t number have been completed and 

accepted—over two hundred—to make i t possible to 
draw some in terest ing conclusions about patterns of 
in terest in Wil l iam Blake and about patterns in higher 
education. In general, the conclusions which these 
facts make possible, at least to me, confirm what 
one might have guessed but supply the facts to 
j u s t i f y one's guesses. 

Before one places much weight upon e i ther the 
facts or the conclusions based upon them, however, 
one must recognize the fragmentary nature of our 
evidence and whence i t comes. About 60% of those 
theses of which I have records are l i s t e d in 
Dissertation Abstracts (1938-1969) and Dissertation 
Abstracts International (1969 f f . ) ; about 60% are 
in Blake Books (1977); each work is supplemented 
by the Comprehensive Dissertat ion Query Service of 
University Microfi lms which includes many 
disser tat ions not in DA and DAI; and a number come 
from elsewhere.

2
 No Blake dissertat ions at 

un ivers i t ies outside North America are l i s t e d in 
DA, DAI,yor the Query Service, and a number of 
un ivers i t ies in North America, such as Harvard and 
Chicago, apparently never or rarely l i s t t he i r 
d isser tat ions in DA or DAI. For Blake dissertat ions 
at i ns t i t u t i ons such as these, or at those which 
occasionally do not l i s t t he i r d issertat ions 
there, or for d isser tat ions (of which there are 
scores recorded here) l i s t e d in DA and DAI

3
 only 

three, f i ve or more years a f te r they were accepted 
for the degree, the information is l i k e l y to be 
accumulated here only in somewhat random fashion, 
and i t is especial ly l i k e l y to be incomplete for 
the las t few years, say 1973-78. In pa r t i cu la r , i t 

seems l i k e l y that there were more dissertat ions on 
Blake wr i t ten in Germany and Japan than are recorded 
here. 

The national d i s t r i bu t i on of the un ivers i t ies 
at which the degrees were awarded is s t r i k i n g : 
Canada 14 (mostly from Toronto), England 24 (mostly 
Oxford, Cambridge, and London), Finland 1 , France 3 
Germany 4 , India 3, Ireland 1 , Japan 2, New Zealand' 
1 , Scotland 1 , Switzerland 4, the United States 204. 
I have no record of Blake doctoral d issertat ions 
in Aus t ra l ia , I t a l y , or South A f r i ca . About 96% 
are from the English-speaking world,

14
 which is not 

surpr is ing , and about 77% are from the United States 
which I suppose is not rea l ly surpr is ing e i the r , 
considering that there must be about as many Ph.D. 
granting un ivers i t ies in the United States as in 
most of the rest of the world put together. Of the 
some 23% from outside the U. S. A., a curiously high 
proportion has been published: fourteen out of 
f i f t y - e i g h t . The proportion is doubtless i n f l a ted 
because information about such dissertat ions is 
l i k e l y to come to hand most readi ly when they are 
published—publication is sometimes the condit ion 
of the i r being recorded. I don't think i t would 
be a f a i r conclusion that d issertat ions wr i t ten on 
Blake outside the United States are, by in ternat ional 
standards, more publishable. Though the minimum 
Ph.D. standard in Europe and New Zealand is probably 
higher than that in the U. S. , these countries have 
produced no Blake d isser tat ions so i n f l uen t i a l as 
those in the United States, o f , say, Mark Schorer, 
Margaret Ruth Lowery, and Albert S. Roe. 

In a l l , some hundred un ivers i t ies awarded about 
two hundred s ix ty doctorates for dissertat ions on 
Blake, an average of about 2.4 apiece. The l i s t of 
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institutions (see Table below) includes a number 
not very familiar in international scholarship, such 
as Ball State University, The University of Lucknow, 
The University of the Pacific, Abo University, and 
The University of Arkansas, but most of the great 
universities in England and the United States are 
included; the most conspicuous exceptions I have 
noted are The University of Michigan and The 
University of California at Los Angeles. A little 
less than half the universities represented here 
have produced only one Blake dissertation, while 
nineteen universities have fostered one hundred 
nine of the known Blake dissertations, or nearly 
half the total. These universities are: 

Dates 

1969-75 
1966-75 

1939-74 
1953-74 
1960-75 
1954-74 
1967-71 
1915-76 
1951-73 
1954-73 
1934-73 
1963-74 
1953-56 
1968-73 

1958-75 
1949-76 
1941-75 
1924-74 
1935-73 

Two of these i n s t i t u t i o n s , Columbia and Wisconsin, 
have produced almost as many known Blake d isser tat ions 
(23) as a l l the un ivers i t ies in B r i t a in put together 
(26). I t is remarkable that these B lake -p ro l i f i c 
i ns t i t u t i ons include most of those wi th the greatest 
univers i ty-reputat ions as w e l l : Berkeley, Cambridge, 
Columbia, Johns Hopkins, London, Oxford, Texas, 
Toronto, Wisconsin, and Yale. There is some reason 
to believe that the un ivers i t ies which produce more 
than the average number of Blake dissertat ions are 
also among the best. 

Another way of judging th is is by looking at 
the dissertat ions which became books, on the assump-
t ion that the bet ter theses were published. One 
must of course be cautious here, for sometimes pub-
l i c a t i o n is a condit ion of acceptance of a d isser ta-
t i o n , and i n f e r i o r works are published at the author's 
expense; and sometimes a un ivers i ty press may pub-
l i s h a d isser ta t ion from i t s own i n s t i t u t i o n when a-
nother press might not have published i t . Some of the 
best Blake dissertations-become-books were published 
at presses outside the i ns t i t u t i ons which o r i g i n a l l y 
sponsored them--such as Mark Schorer's William Blake: 
The Po l i t i cs of V is ion, Irene Tayler 's Blake's 
Illustrations to the Poems of Gray, Morton Pa ley 's 
Energy and the Imagination, and Albert Roe's Blake's 
Illustrations to the Divine Comedy. (Contrar iwise, 
of course, publ icat ion by the candidate's own 
univers i ty press is not necessarily a pejorat ive 

University 

Brandeis 
Cal i form" a 

(Berkeley) 
Cambridge 
Columbia 
Iowa 
Johns Hopkins 
London 
New York 
North Carolina 
Northwestern 
Ohio State 
Oregon 
Oxford 
Southern 

Cal i forn ia 
Texas 
Toronto 
Washington 
Wisconsin 
Yale 

Number 

5 
4 

4 
12 
5 
4 
5 
7 
5 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

9 
11 
8 

11 
8 

s ign, as indicated by Bo Lindberg's Blake's 
llustrations to the Book of Job, Helen White's 

Mysticism of William Blake, and Margaret Ruth 
Lowery's windows of the Morning.) The dates of 
publ icat ion of Blake dissertat ions are i n te res t i ng : 
2 d issertat ions (100% of 2 f in ished) in 1910-19; 
4 (80% of 5) in 1920-29; 2 (33% of 6) in 1930-39; 
3 (37 1/2% of 8) in 1940-49; 8 (31% of 26) in 1950-
59; 10 (16% of 63) in 1960-69; 7 (5% of 146) thus 
far in 1970-77. The average length of time from 
acceptance of the d isser ta t ion to publ icat ion of the 
book is about f i ve years, ranging from simultaneous 
acceptance and publ icat ion ( e . g . , in the case of 
Bo Lindberg) to twenty-eight years (Norman). The 
i ns t i t u t i ons sponsoring Blake dissertat ions which 
were published were Abo(1973), Bordeaux (1924), 
Brandeis (1970—mostly not about Blake), Br is to l 
(1964), Chicago (1968), Columbia (1964, 1967, 1968, 
1970), Edinburgh (1970), Freiburg (1925), Harvard 
(1950), Johns Hopkins (1954), Japan (1950, 1963), 
New York (1915, 1947), Northwestern (1958), North 
Carolina (1951), Oxford (1946, 1956), Reading (1951), 
Stanford (1967), Sussex (1971), Switzerland (1956), 
Toronto (1949), Washington (1954), Wisconsin (1924, 
1936, 1963), Yale (1935, 1964, 1964, 1969, 1970T7" 
and Zurich (1911, 19257. Of two hundred s ix ty 
d issertat ions on Blake, th i r ty-seven (14%) were 
published. Of the th i r ty-seven published 
d isser ta t ions , four (Ba Han, Bassalik-de Vr ies, 
Dickinson, and Norman) are neg l ig ib le as books or 
as d isser ta t ions ; twenty-two are respectable but 
not remarkable; and ten would be taken by most 
scholars as being among the most important works on 
Blake, works wi th which any serious student must be 
fami l i a r . These are the theses of Helen White 
(1924), Margaret Ruth Lowery (1935), Mark Schorer 
(1936), A. S. Roe (1950), Robert Gleckner (1954), 
G. E. Bentley, Jr . (1956), A l i c i a Ostr iker (1963), 
Morton Paley (1964), Irene Tayler (1967), and 
Bo Lindberg (1973). The disser tat ions which turned 
into dist inguished books were from Abo, Columbia, 
Harvard, Johns Hopkins, Oxford, Stanford, Wisconsin 
(3 ) , and Yale. Among Anglophone un i ve rs i t i es , t h i s 
is a f a i r l y fami l i a r kind of honour-role, with no 
minor i ns t i t u t i ons among them. Assuming that a l l 
the best d isser tat ions before 1972 have been 
published, i t seems s t r i k i n g that the most 
dist inguished among them were wr i t ten at 
un ivers i t ies which have been long, and in th is 
respect apparently j u s t i f i a b l y , regarded as among 
the best of English-speaking un ive rs i t i es . 

Doubtless the percentage of Blake d isser tat ions 
published w i l l r i s e , pa r t i cu la r l y for those 
f in ished a f te r 1966; a f te r a l l , a d isser ta t ion of 
1947 was not published un t i l 1975. However, of the 
th i r ty-seven theses published thus f a r , only f i ve 
took longer than seven years in the press, and in 
most respects we may regard the books as closed 
on theses f in ished before say 1970. This is 
pa r t i cu la r l y true of remarkably good books, fo r only 
one of them in the past (Mark Schorer's) took more 
than seven years to convert from a d isser ta t ion 
(1936) to a book (1946), and doubtless the special 
circumstance of the war helped to delay i t s 
pub l icat ion. 

The proport ion of Blake d isser tat ions published 
has declined from 100% in the f i r s t decade (1910-19) 
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to 16% for the las t one for which the f igures are 
probably nearly complete (1960-69). The f i r s t 
Blake d isser tat ions published seem to be l i t t l e 
more than vani ty- or must-pr int- to-submit 
pub l icat ions, and un t i l 1940-49 there are so few 
Blake dissertat ions that extrapolat ing trends from 
them is not very meaningful. ( I t i s , however, 
s t r i k i ng that the only two Blake dissertat ions 
of the 1930s which were published, Lowery's and 
Schorer's, were among the most i n f l uen t i a l ever 
to be pr in ted . ) The f igures (37% to 16%) for the 
twenty published disser tat ions of 1940-69 are, 
however, steadier and more re l i ab le and indicate 
that two or three in ten of the Blake d isser tat ions 
f in ished then were turned into books. Assuming a 
continuation of the popular i ty of Blake and a steady 
demand for books of a l l kinds {very problematical 
assumptions, of course), we may expect something 
l i k e 15% to 20% of the one hundred f o r t y - s i x Blake 
theses f in ished thus far in the 1970s to be 
published--or twelve more than have yet appeared. 
I f , as in the past, a t h i r d of these prove to be 
d ist inguished, we have great things to look 
forward to . 

Of two hundred s ix ty Blake theses, more than 
hal f were f in ished since 1970; the average author 
of a Blake Ph.D. is not only l i v i n g but, i f an 
academic in North America, probably does not yet 
have tenure. More Blake dissertat ions were 
completed in 1974 than in the ent i re period from 
1911 to 1950. The chart in Table I I (see below) 
indicates the pattern of completion of Blake 
d isser ta t ions , with a scat ter ing of none to six per 
year from 1911 un t i l 1967. 

The great boom in Blake d isser tat ions began in 
the 1960s and reached a peak in 1968-74, when there 
were twice as many Blake theses completed (153) as 
had ever been made before altogether (70). From 
1969 to 1976 (the las t year for which the f igures 
are probably f a i r l y complete), on an average 
eighteen Blake d isser tat ions were completed per year, 
better than one a month. Blake c lear ly appealed to 
the troubled young s p i r i t s of the 1960s in the 
United States. Perhaps today he is in danger of 
becoming a f igure of the Establishment. Certainly 
he is part of the Academic Establishment, and there 
is an orthodoxy in Blake studies as in work on more 
conventional authors. 

Or perhaps a l l the best topics have been taken, 
and students hesitate to embark on a sea as large as 
that of Blake scholarship. I t must seem d i f f i c u l t 
to f ind a plausible topic in Blake which has not 
previously been treated responsibly, and some of the 
recent theses seem to be stretching p l a u s i b i l i t y to 
cover a good deal of rather surpr is ing matter. 
Ignoring the Ph.D. d issertat ions at Rutgers ( e . g . , 
G. L. Waters) as being not "theses" at a l l but merely 
col lect ions of quite unrelated essays, there are 
s t i l l some surpr is ing theses produced, often at 
surpr is ing places. The length varies from 56 pages 
(Bassalik-de Vr ies, Dickinson) to three volumes 
(Gabbett-Mulhallen, P. S. Wilson), but i t seems to 
be shortening. A good number are under two hundred 
pages, and not a few

5
 are under 155 pages; one reason 

there are more Blake theses in 1968-75 may be that 
they tend to be shorter than previous d isser tat ions 

and presumably easier to complete. In the 1930s 
and 1940s there was a tendency to give evocative 
but not very descr ipt ive t i t l e s to Blake books, 
such as Windows of the Morning or Fearful Symmetry 
or Infinity on the Anvil. Recent Blake d isser tat ions 
have been more e x p l i c i t , i f no less modish. Their 
t i t l e s reverberate with c r i t i c a l cu l t words such as 
Al ienat ion (1971), Apocalypse (1969 [ 2 ] , 1970, 1972, 
1973, 1976), Archetype (1973, 1974, 1976), Dynamics 
(1973, 1976), Kinetic Imagery (1975), Strategy 
(1972), Symbology (1975 [ 2 ] ) , and, of course, Vision 
(1963, 1966, 1967, 1970, 1971, 1973, 1974, 1976, 
1977). Some deal with pecul iar ly Blakean problems, 
such as the re lat ionship of text and design, or 
the nature of the Form or Structure of his w r i t i ngs ,

6 

and some deal wi th problems pecul iar to th is 
generation, such as the role of the body in Blake 
(Chr ist ian [1973], Frosch [1969], Kostelanetz [1967]) 
or the ro le of women (Derderian [1974], M. E. White 
[1972], Full br ight [1973]). Many are per fect ly res-
ponsibly on the borders of the Blake wor ld, because 
they are t racing Blake's inf luence on successors such 
as W. B. Yeats or D. H. Lawrence or James Joyce or 
D. G. Rosset t i , or because they see Blake as merely 
part of a long t r ad i t i on o f , say, Mi l lenar ian L i te ra -
ture (Gershgoren) or Occult Tradit ions (Schuchard), or 
because Blake's poems are merely the context of a 
musical composition (Karvonen, W. M. Smith). More 
commonly, Blake is yoked with some other author 
( e . g . , Tagore), often rather a r b i t r a r i l y , to pul l 
a d isser ta t ion which appears to be composed of 
f a i r l y discrete par ts , with wheels of d i f f e ren t 
sizes. The excuse may be common imagery,

7
 say 

serpents (Pedr in i ) , or para l le l subjects of poetry,
8 

or contemporary responses to the same phenomenon 
(Armah, Kl ine, Lowenstein). But the resul ts are 
not l i k e l y to i l luminate Blake very much, whatever 
they may do to t he i r authors. So far as the 
abstracts show, at any ra te , the purpose often 
seems to be to indicate the author's ingenuity 
rather than to throw new l i g h t on Blake or on the 
other poets dealt w i th . 

Almost a l l the two hundred s ix ty Blake 
dissertat ions have been l i t e r a r y in the i r 
or ientat ion—indeed, almost a l l are fo r English 
Departments, though one is a Doctorate in Religion 
(Grimes), another in Sociology (Shain), and a t h i r d 
is a Ph.D. in "The History of Consciousness" (Singh). 
Only about 10% seem to take much account of the fac t 
that Blake was pr imar i l y a visual a r t i s t and that 
a l l the poems he published were i l l u s t r a t e d or 
" i l l umina ted . " Of the score of d isser tat ions 
which consider his visual work extensively,

9
 only 

eight seem to be primarily concerned with the 
designs, and only three (Bindman, Lindberg, Roe) 
seem to be by a r t -h i s to r i ans . And even the 
dissertat ions concerned pr imar i ly with Blake's 
designs mostly concentrate on his book - i l l us t ra t i ons , 
to Young, Job, Dante, Gray, M i l ton , and Bunyan. 
Blake has never been treated very seriously by the 
world of a r t - h i s t o r i a n s , and the resu l t ing lacunae 
in Blake studies have largely been f i l l e d , faute de 
mieux., by l i t e r a r y scholars venturing in strange 
seas. Just as very few Comparative L i terature 
scholars are f u l l y qua l i f i ed in both the i r l i t e r a -
tures, very few Blake scholars (indeed none, so far 
as I know) are f u l l y qua l i f i ed in both genres of 
l i t e r a t u r e and a r t . For a rea l l y sa t is fy ing t rea t -
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ment of his works in I l luminated P r in t i ng , we may 
have to wait for a double doctor. 

The danger of depending upon Dissertation 
Abstracts or Dissertation Abstracts International 
for a complete l i s t of d issertat ions of Blake is 
manifest. Not only do they exclude a l l the 
dissertat ions here from i ns t i t u t i ons outside North 
America, but they systematical ly omit some of the 
most dist inguished U. S. un ivers i t ies (such as 
Harvard and Chicago), while some un ivers i t ies do 
not record a l l t he i r d isser ta t ions. Theses from 
for ty - th ree un ivers i t ies occasionally or regular ly 
do not appear in DA and DAI so far as Blake 
dissertat ions are concerned, including Berkeley, 
Cambridge, Chicago, Cornel l , Edinburgh, Harvard, 
Johns Hopkins, London, Oxford, Par is, Toronto, 
Wisconsin, and Yale; and 40% of the Ph.D. d isser ta-
t ions l i s t e d here are not in DA or DAI. And of 
course many d isser ta t ions , often the best, are not 
l i s t e d un t i l three to f i ve years a f te r they are com-
pleted. We may have to depend upon DA or DAI, but 
we should reconnize that they omit a good many Blake 
d isse r ta t ions ,

1 0
 including some of the best. The 

danger of redundancy in Blake theses and studies
1 1 

is therefore a s ign i f i can t one. 

Of the two hundred s i x ty Blake theses, at least 
seventy-eight (30%) are by women. Of these, sixteen 
(22%) were completed in 1963-69 and f i f t y more (64%) 
are from 1970-77. For the period 1970-77, 35% of 
the Blake theses are by women. Of the nine rea l l y 
good dissertat ions-turned-books, an even larger 
proportion are by women (White [1924], Lowery [1935], 
Ostr iker [1963], and Tayler [1967]). In Blake 
studies, the emancipation of women's i n te l l ec tua l 
energies has not been a recent phenomenon. 

In terms of popular i ty of subject , the most 
common seem to be influences on Blake from the past, 
wi th for ty- two theses on his sources and predecessors 
such as Boehme (3 ) , Milton (8 ) , Newton, and Pope 
( s i c ) . There are t h i r t y - e i g h t d issertat ions on 
Blake and his successors, his reputat ion, or his 
in f luence, including three on James Joyce, two on 
D. G. Rosset t i , four on D. H. Lawrence, and ten (s ic) 
on Yeats. Th i r ty - three are on Blake and his 
contemporaries such as Burns (2 ) , Byron (8 ) , 
Coleridge (10), Goethe, Keats (7 ) , Shelley (11), 
Thomas Taylor, and Wordsworth (15) , though of 
course most are t rac ing l i t t l e more than 
coincidental re lat ionships wi th Blake. 

For theses concentrating on Blake's wr i t ings 
themselves, the range of ambition is vast; some 
dissertat ions cover a l l his poetry, while a few 
spend years on j us t one l y r i c such as "The Tyger" 
(Shea) or "Laughing Song" (Warner). I t is s t r i k i n g 
that most theses concentrating wi th in a narrow 
range of the poetry focus on the Prophecies, 
especial ly the epics: 

Shorter Prophecies 

Epics 

America 
Furope 
Urizen 
Visions 
Thel 

Lyrics Etc. 

Songs 
"Mental T r a v e l l e r " 
"Ever l a s t ing Gospel" 
Marriage 
Poetical Sketches 

2 

2 
4 
1 
1 

10 
2 
2 
6 
3 

The three epics 
Vala 
Mi I ton 
Jerusalem 

3 
11 
11 
17 

The popular conception of Blake as a l y r i c poet is 
scarcely re f lec ted by the dissertat ions on him. 

There are, na tu ra l l y , a number of oddi t ies to 
be found among such a mass of earnest works. 
Probably many of these authors of theses on Wil l iam 
Blake have never seen an or ig ina l copy of his 
w r i t i ngs , and some of them seem to wr i te in 
something l i k e COBOL (Scot t ) , f i t only for computers. 
My f a v o r i t e , I th ink , is the abstract which 
concludes that "His poem [i.e., poetry] commands to 
be read bodi ly" (Singh). But of course the vast 
major i ty of works here use, i f they do not much 
extend, conventional language and wisdom. 

I t seems l i k e l y that th i s very extensive 
a c t i v i t y among wr i ters of d isser tat ions is typ ica l 
of Blake studies in general, pa r t i cu l a r l y in terms 
of subjects, a t t i t udes , and methods. Even more 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y , considering the vast number of Blake 
dissertat ions produced in the las t ten years, i t 
seems a re l i ab le prognostication fo r the fu tu re , 
for of course these wr i ters of d isser tat ions on 
Blake are l i k e l y to produce hundreds of a r t i c l es 
and books on him. I t would probably be possible 
to make a f a i r l y accurate map of the immediate 
future of Blake studies by studying care fu l l y the 
trends v i s i b l e in the las t hundred Blake 
dissertat ions completed. I t i s p la in that Blake 
scholars are at least im i ta t ing the prodigious 
energy of the i r subject, to whom "Energy is Eternal 
Del ight . " 

Th i r t y -e igh t of the two hundred s i x ty 
d issertat ions on Blake have been published. Some 
ninety- four scholars (36%) published books or 
a r t i c l es beyond t he i r Ph.D. work on Blake; i f we 
ignore degree-recipients of 1972-77, who have not 
yet had much time to pub l ish , the proport ion r ises 
to 46%. The average length of time between the 
completion of the degree and publ icat ion of the 
f i r s t a r t i c l e is one year, ranging from eight years 
before the thesis was accepted to twelve years 
afterwards. Of the n inety- four Blake-doctors who 
have published on Blake, t h i r t y - f i v e (37%) published 
something on him before the d isser ta t ion was 
f in i shed ; another twenty-six (28%) published in 
the year or the year after the d isser ta t ion was 
f i n i shed ; another twenty-six (28%) f i r s t published 
on Blake within two to five years o f completion of 
the d i sse r ta t ion ; and a f i na l seven (7%) f i r s t 
published on Blake six to twelve years a f te r 
completing the thes is . Assuming a year between 
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TABLE I: Univers i t ies Awa rd i ng t he Ph.D. f o r a Disser ta t ion on Blake 

* MEANS NOT RECORDED I N DA OR DAI 
UNDERL INED DATES REFER TO PTSSFRTATTDNS 

WHICH WERE PR I N T ED 

" OXFORD " OR " TORONTO ' 
UN I V E R S I T Y OR THE 

*Abo (Finland) 
*Agra ( India) 
Arkansas 
Ball State 

*Berne 

*Boston 

Brandeis 

♦Br is to l 
Br i t i sh Columbia 

Brown 

Buffa lo; see State 

Universi ty of New 

York at Buffalo 

Cal i forn ia 

♦(Berkeley) 
(Davis) 
( I rv ine) 
(Los Angeles) 
(Riverside) 
*(Santa Barbara) 
(Santa Cruz) 
(San Diego) 
♦Cambridge 

Case Western Reserve 

(see also Western 

Reserve) 

REFER TO OXFORD 

UN I V ERS I T Y OF TORONTO 

*1973 

*1967 

1971, 
1974 

*1956 

*1941 

1969, 
1977 

*1964, 
1974, 
1954, 

1966, 
1969 

1974, 
1977 

1969, 
*1970, 
1973, 
1969 

*1939, 
1975 

1972, 

(2) 
1970, 

1966 

1976 

1971, 

*1974 

1977 

1975, 
*1976 

1974, 

*1958 

1975, 1977 

1973, 1974, 

1977 

(2 ) , *1975 

1976 

(2 ) , 1977 

1977 

*1973, *1974 

*Chicago 

*C inc inat t i 
City University of 
New York 
Columbia 

Connecticiit 
*Cornell 
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acceptance of an article or book and its publication, 
this means that sixty-one authors (65% of those 
who published on Blake at all) had something 
accepted for publication before the dissertation 
was accepted. Those who do not publish early are 
likely to publish little if anything. 

In all, authors of dissertations on Blake have 
published thirty books beyond the dissertation 
(sixty-seven books including the dissertations) and 
three hundred fifty-seven articles (4,271 pages). 
Of these ninety-four authors, sixteen (17%) have 
thus far published less than six pages, while ten 
of them (11%) published over one hundred pages of 
articles each--2,209 pages in all, or 51% of the 
total number of article-pages by authors who wrote 
doctoral dissertations on Blake. Five authors have 
produced one hundred seventeen articles (32% of the 
total) and seventeen post-Ph.D. books (57% of the 
total)--and three of these five also published 
their dissertations. Of those who published 
theses on Blake, thirteen wrote nothing more on 
him (save perhaps reviews), one wrote another book, 
seven wrote books and articles on him, and fifteen 
wrote articles on him. And one hundred sixty-eight 
authors of Blake theses have as yet published 
neither book nor article on him. The labours of 
Blake scholarship have not been very equally 
divided. 

The vagaries of energy and accomplishment are 
wonderful and difficult of prediction. We can 
neither predict nor produce another Sir Geoffrey 
Keynes, who has thus far produced over seventy 
articles and fifty books on Blake,1? but we can 
train and foster the intellectual energies of young 
women and young men so that they can recognize 
genius and evaluate it, in a Keynes or a Blake. 
There is a wonderful paradox in these hundreds of 
literary doctors.diagnosing the work of an uneducated 
poet, a paradox which would, I think, have tickled 
their subject. The energy now devoted to Blake 
around the Enqlish-speaking world, particularly 
through studies by scholars with a doctorate about 
Blake, is likely to multiply works and, I hope, 
knowledge about the man who wrote that "Energy is 
the only life."13 

DISSERTATIONS ON WILLIAM BLAKE 1 91 1 -76 

The supplementary information is derived from 
Blake Books (1977). 

Abel, Elizabeth Frances. "The Married Arts: Poetry 
and Painting in Blake and Beaudelaire." DAI, XXXVII 
(1976), 290A. Princeton Ph.D., 1975. 

Adams, Hazard. "The Structure of Myth in the Poetry 
of William Blake and W. B. Yeats." DA, XIV (1954), 
105-6A. Washington Ph.D., 1953. 

Printed as Blake and Yeats: The Contrary Vision 
(Ithaca, 1955) Cornell Studies in English Volume 
XL (Reprinted N.Y., 1968). He has also published 
1 book (1963) and / articles (119 pp., 1954-76) 
on Blake. 

Anderson, William Davis. "'Awake Ye Dead': A Study 
of Blake's The Book of Urizen, The Four Zoas, and 

Jerus lem.
n
 DA, XXVIII (1967), 1386A. Texas Ph.D., 

1966. 

Armah, Ayi Kwei. "The Romantic Response to the 
Industrial Revolution: A Sociological Study of the 
Works of William Blake, 1757-1827 and William 
Wordsworth, 1770-1850." Harvard Ph.D., 1963. 

Ault, Donald A. "Visionary Physics: Blake's 
Response to Newton." Chicago Ph.D., 1968. 

Printed with the same title (Chicago ?< London, 
1974). He has also published 1 article (I p., 
1975) on Blake. 

Ba-Han, Maung. The Evolution of Blakean Philosophy. 
Rangoon [1926]. 
A pastiche of commonplaces (94 pp.), originally a 

1925 Freiberg Ph.D. 

Ba-Han, Maung. William Blake His Mysticism. 
Bordeaux, 1924. 

Blake's mysticism consists in "his insights on 
the supreme value of the ' s e l f ' " (p. 237); th is 
was a Bordeaux Ph.D. 

Baine, Mary Rion. "Satan and the Satan Figure in 
the Poetry of Wil l iam Blake." DAI, XXXV (1975), 
5335-6A. Georgia Ph.D., 1974. 

A 137-page argument that Blake "was far from the 
conventional Satanist . " She has collaborated on 
5 essays on Blake (16 pp. ) . 

B a l l i n , Michael G. "D. H. Lawrence and Wil l iam 
Blake: A Cr i t i ca l Study in Influence and Analogy." 
Toronto Ph.D., 1972. See DAI, XXXIV (1974), 5754A. 

Concerned mostly with analogies in Lawrence. 

Bandy, Melanie Flossie. "The Idea of Evil in the 
Poetry of Blake and Shelley: A Comparative Study." 
DAI, XXXII (1972), 5218A. New Mexico Ph.D., 1971. 

"This analogical study" discovers " s t r i k i n g 
s i m i l a r i t i e s . " 

Bassalik-de Vries, J. C. E. William Blake in his 
Relation to Dante Gabriel Rossetti. Basel, 1911. 

A 56-page Zurich Ph.D., not notably accurate. 

Behrendt, Stephen C. "L iberat ing the Awakener: 
Wil l iam Blake's I l l u s t r a t i o n s to John Mi l ton 's 
Poetry." DAI, XXXV (1975), 4415A. Wisconsin Ph.D., 
1974. 

Bentley, G. E., Jr . Ed., "Wil l iam Blake's Four Zoas." 
2 vols. Oxford D. P h i l . , 1956. 

Printed as Vala or The Four Zoas: A Facsimile of 
the Manuscript, a Transcript of the Poem and a 
Study of i t s Growth and Signif icance (Oxford, 
1963). He has also published 8 books (1964-77) 
and 54 a r t i c l es (500 pp. , 1954-78) on Blake. 

Bentley, G. E., J r . "Wil l iam Blake and the 
Alchemical Philosophers." Oxford B. L i t t . , 1954. 

Diffuse and inconclusive. 

Benzel , Michael Arnold. "Vision and Revision in 
The Four Zoas: The Evidence of the Manuscript." 
DAI, XXXVII (1977), 6492A. Toledo Ph.D., 1976. 

Vala is revised from Orcian wrath to Chr ist ian 
mercy. 

Bindman, David. "The Artistic Ideas of William 
Blake." London Ph.D., 1971. 

He has published 4 books (1970-78) and 8 articles 
(23 pp., 1966-74) on Blake. 
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Bishai, N. Z. "The Light Thrown on the Poetry of 

Blake, Byron, and Tennyson by the Composers Who Have 

Set its Words to Music." London Ph.D., 1967. 

Blackwell, J. C. "William Blake and the English 

Empiricists." Bristol Ph.d., 1966. 

Blois, Raymond Earl. "The American Reputation and 

Influence of William Blake." Boston Ph.D., 1941, 

abstracted as a 3-page leaflet by the Boston 

University Graduate School. 

Bloxham, Laura Jeanne. "William Blake and Visionary 

Poetry in the Twentieth Century." DAI, XXXVI (1976), 

5275A. Washington State Ph.D., 1975. 

A study of Blake's influence on Theodore Roethke, 

Gary Snyder, and Allen Ginsberg. 

Blue, Denise E. "Visionary Literature and Finnegans 
Wake." DAI, XXXVI (1974), 3724A. California 

(Irvine) Ph.D., 1974. 

"I discuss how Joyce treats Giambattista Vico and 

William Blake as visionary predecessors. . .." 

Bogen, Nancy Ruth. "A Critical Edition of William 

Blake's Book of Thel, with a New Interpretation." 

DAI, XXXII (1971), 908. Columbia Ph.D., 1968. 

Printed as The Book of Thel: A [Colour] Facsimile 

[of copy M] and a Critical Text. Ed. Nancy Bogen 

(Providence & N.Y., 1971). The bibliographical 

details are novel and important. She has also 

published 7 articles (49 pp., 1966-70) on Blake. 

Borck, Jim Springer. "William Blake: A Prophetic 

Tradition." DAI, XXXI (1971), 1750-1A. California 

(Riverside) Ph.D., 1969. 

"This dissertation . . . places the form Blake 

uses in an appropriate historical context . . . 

primarily concerned with the language that 

prophets use." 

Bromberg, Pamela Starr. "Blake and the Spectre of 

Milton." DAI, XXXIV (1973), 2548-9A. Yale Ph.D., 

1973. 

A "study {.of'] Blake's poetic relationship with 

Milton"; "Blake challenged Milton to a full epic 

contest." 

Bullard, William Fleming. "Embodied Semblances: A 

Comparative Study of William Blake's The Four Zoas 
and D. H. Lawrence's The Rainbow." Boston College 

Ph.D., 1976. 

Callahan, Patrick Jeremiah. "Historical and Critical 

Problems in William Blake's America." DAI, XXX 
(1969), 717A. Nebraska Ph.D., 1969. 

America "presents the outlook and spirit of the 

London radical movement." He has published 1 

article (11 pp., 1971) on Blake. 

Campbell, William Royce. "The Views of Blake and 

Shelley on Man in Society." DA, XXVII (1968), 

3632-3A. Oregon Ph.D., 1967. 

Carlson, Craig B. "Yeats' Use of Blake." Exeter 

Ph.D., 1972. 

Carner, Frank K[enneth]. "Four Contexts for the 

Study of the Relationship of Text and Design in 

the Illuminated Books of William Blake." Toronto 

Ph.D., 1976. See DAI, XXXVIII (1978), 6138-9A. 

He has published a note on Blake (1 p., 1969). 

Carothers, Yvonne Marie. "Romantic Enthusiasm: 

Blake, Coleridge, and Shelley." DAI, XXXVIII (1978), 

5492-3A. California (Irvine) Ph.D., 1977. 

Chaubey, Sushi 1 Kumar. "Child in Blake's Poetry." 

University of Lucknow Ph.D., 1951. 

Chaubey, Sushi 1 Kumar. "Study of Blake's influence 

on his successors together with a consideration of 

his ideas in the Marriage of Heaven and Hell." 

University of Lucknow D. Litt., 1969. 

Chayes, Irene Hendry. "The Circle and the Stair: 

Patterns of Romantic Theme and Form in the Poetry of 

Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Shelley, and Keats." 

Johns Hopkins Ph.D., 1960. 

She has published 8 articles (96 pp., 1961-74) 

on Blake. 

Cherry, Charles Lester. "C r i t i ca l Edit ion of Wil l iam 
Blake's Visions of the Dauahters of Albion." DA, 
XXIX (1969), 4452A. North"Carolina Ph.D., 1968. 

He has published 2 a r t i c l es (19 pp. , 1969-70) on 
Blake. 

Chi 1 lag, Robert Charles. "Image and Meaning in 

William Blake's Poetry." DA, XIV (1954), 2343A. 
Northwestern Ph.D., 1954. 

Christian, Diane. '"The Eternal Body': A Study of 

the Structural Metaphor in the Work of William 

Blake." DAI, XXXIV (1974), 7183-4A. Johns Hopkins 

Ph.D., 1973. 

Clarke, John Covell. "The Psychology of Blake's 

Visionary Mythopoeia." Western Reserve Ph.D., 1963. 

Coomar, Devinder Mohan. "Silence, Language and the 

Poetry of Criticism in Romantic Expression: Blake, 

Keats, Foscolo, and Tagore." DAI, XXXVII (1976), 

3601-2A. California (Riverside) Ph.D., 1976. 

Coon, Stephen William. "Roads of Excess: Towards 

a Poetics of Visionary Writing: Blake, Burroughs, 

Lautramont, Michaux." DAI, XXXVIII (1977), 242A. 

Brown Ph.D., 1976. 

The Marriage "is, to a surprising extent, a work 

writing about itself." 

Cowling, William Hammill. "Blake and the Redeemer-

Poet." DAI, XXXI (1969), 382-3A. Indiana Ph.D., 

1969. 

Cox, Stephen D. '"The Stranger Within Thee': The 

Self in British Literature of the Later Eighteenth 

Century." DAI, XXXVII (1977), 2193-4A. California 

(Los Angeles) Ph.D., 1976. 

Deals with "the works of Richardson, Gray, 

Chatterton, Cowper, and Blake." 

Crompton, Louis W. "Blake's Nineteenth Century 

Critics." Chicago Ph.D., 1954. 

A sound, thorough study. He published one article 

(3pp., 1957) on Blake. 

Curtis, F. B. "The Vision and the Work of William 

Blake." Lancaster M. Litt., 1971. 

He published 2 articles (13 pp., 1972-74) on Blake. 
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Daeley, Carol Ann. "Image of I n f i n i t e : Wil l iam 
Blake's Language of Poetry." DAI, XXXVI (1975), 
2215A. Cal i forn ia (Riverside) Ph.D., 1975. 

Daly, Michael Joseph. "The Marriage Metaphor and the 
Romantic Prophecy: A Study of the Uses of the 
Epithai amium in the Poetry of Blake, Wordsworth, and 
Coleridge." DA, XXIX (1969), 2254A. Southern 
Cal i forn ia Ph.D., 1968. 

Dargan, Tom. "Blake, Stonehenge, and the New 
Jerusalem." DAI, XXXIX (1978), 893A. State 
University of New York (Stony Brook) Ph.D., 1978. 

"Jerusalem is an earnest parody" of 18th Century 
ant iquar ians, for "Blake is rewr i t ing the 
ant iquarians' ancient h is tory to l e t i t prophecy 
a republican revolut ion in England." He has 
published 1 col laborat ive essay on Blake (46 pp. , 
1973). 

Davies, J . G. "The Theology of Wil l iam Blake." 
Oxford B.D. , 1946. 

Printed (Oxford, 1948; Hampden, Connecticut, 1965). 

Davies, James Mark Quentin. "Blake's Designs fo r 
Paradise Lost: A C r i t i ca l Analysis." DAI, XXXIII 
(1973), 6866-7A. Iowa Ph.D., 1972. 

"The series are not l i t e r a l i l l u s t r a t i o n s but 
astute c r i t i c a l commentaries on the shortcomings 
of Mi l ton 's epic . . . . " 

Davis, John Lindsay. "Blake and the Rhetoric of 
Humor." DAI, XXXV (1974), 2936A. Texas Ph.D., 1974. 

Blake's "use of � . . [the] rhetor ic [of humor] is 
surpr is ing ly f requent" ; i t is d idac t i c , s a t i r i c , 
and i ron ic . 

Davis, John Lowell. "Blake and Boehme." Cincinnati 
Ph.D., 1931. 

Deboo, Kitayun Erachshaw. "The Pr inc ip le of the 
Cycle in James Joyce's Ulysses and Wil l iam Blake's 
The Mental Traveller." DA, XXVIII (1967), 632A. 
State University of New York (Buffalo) Ph.D., 1967. 

"The para l le l . . . is in the psychic s ta tes . " 

Deck, Raymond H., J r . "Blake and Swedenborg." 
Brandeis Ph.D., 1977. 

A careful and or ig ina l study placing Blake f i rm ly 
in the Swedenborgian context of his times. He 
published 5 a r t i c l es (42 pp.) on Blake in 1977. 

Derderian, Nancy Cebula. "Against the Patr iarchal 
Pomp'. A Study of the Feminine Pr inc ip le in the 
Poetry of Wil l iam Blake." DAI, XXXV (1975), 4425A. 
State Universi ty of New York (Buffalo) Ph.D., 1974. 

" I explore through close textual analys is , the 
sexual argument for Blake's rebe l l ion against 
a 'c lass ica l ' a t t i t u d e . " 

Dickinson, Kate L a e t i t i a . William Blake's 
Anticipation of the Individualistic Revolution. 
(N. Y., 1915) Reprinted (Fo lc ro f t , Pennsylvania, 
1969). New York Ph.D., 1915. 

A 56-page thes is , p r iva te ly p r in ted . 

Di lgard, Cynthia Corlew. "The Structure of 
Jerusalem." DAI, XXXIV (1973), 2553-4A. Vanderbilt 
Ph.D., 1973. 

"Blake structures . . . [it] according to the 
Divine Analogy." 

Disalvo, Jacqueline Anne. "War of T i tans: Blake's 
Confrontation with Mi l ton. The Four Zoas as 
Po l i t i ca l Cr i t ique of Paradise Lost and the Genesis 
T rad i t i on . " DAI, XXXVIII (1977), 3456A. Wisconsin 
Ph.D., 1977. 

"Blake transforms" the " t r a d i t i o n of merging 
r e l i g i o n , p o l i t i c s , and a r t " which he shares with 
Milton " in to an almost h i s to r i ca l mate r ia l i s t one, 
a breakthrough celebrated" in Vala Night V i l a . 
She has published two essays on Blake (51 pp . , 
1972-75). 

Doggett, John Rentz, I I I . "A Reading of Wil l iam 
Blake's The Book of Urizen." DAI, XXXV (1974), 
2936A. Texas Ph.D., 1974. 

A reading "without recourse to external sources 
and to other works of Blake" in 144 pages. 

Domke, Charlotte Frances Townsend. "Progeny of 
F i re : A Study of Blake's Satanic Images." DAI, 
XXXII (1972), 5733-4A. Texas Ph.D., 1971. 

Dorfman, Deborah. "The Development of Wil l iam 
Blake's Reputation as a Poet in the Nineteenth 
Century." Yale Ph.D., 1964. 

Printed as Blake in the Nineteenth Century: His 
Reputation as a Poet From G i l ch r i s t to Yeats. 
(New Haven & London, 1969) Yale Studies in English 
Volume CLXX. A useful study, concentrating on 
G i l ch r i s t and E l l i s & Yeats. She has also 
published 1 a r t i c l e on Blake (23 pp. , 1967). 

Doskow, Minna Levine. "Structure and Meaning in 
Wil l iam Blake's Jerusalem." DAI, XXXIII (1972), 
2322-3A. Maryland Ph.D., 1972. 

"Jerusalem displays a thematic rather than a 
narrat ive un i t y . " 

Drescher, Timothy Wallace. "Art and Al ienat ion in 
Blake's The Marriage of Heaven and Hell." DAI, XXXII 
(1971), 386A. Wisconsin Ph.D., 1971. 

About Blake's "manipulation of d ia lec t i ca l 
progression in text and design to e f fec t i ve l y 
el iminate a l ienat ion between the reader and the 
object ive work"; "the reader must participate 
i n the Marriage." 

Druian, Michael Gregory. "Visual Imagination in 
Blake's Jerusalem and Goethe's Faust II." DAI, 
XXXIV (1973), 1238A. Oregon Ph.D., 1973. 

"The mode of operation of imagination is pr imar i ly 
v i sua l . " 

Dunbar, Pamela M. "A Study of Blake's I l l u s t r a t i o n s 
to the Poetry of M i l ton . " Cambridge Ph.D., 1973. 

Dunlap, Ann Bush. "Blake's 'The Mental Trave l ler ' 
and the C r i t i c s . " DAI, XXXIV (1974), 6586-7A. 
New Mexico Ph.D., 1973. 

Tries to understand the poem "through a systematic 
study of the poem's [' ] c r i t i c s . " 

Durst ine, Jean Marie. "Wil l iam Blake's Theory of 
Art and I t s Appl icat ion to His Poetry." : , ; , XXVI 
(1965), 2748-9A. Indiana Ph.D., 1965. 

"The chaotic form of the prophecies" resul ts from 
Blake's theory of a r t . 
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Easson, Roger Ralph. "The Rhetoric and Style of beheld Blake's subject matter, symbology, and 
Apocalypse in Wil l iam Blake's Jerusalem." DAI, poet ics . " 
XXXI (1971), 2873A. Tulsa Ph.D., 1970. 

"Blake's rat ionale in Jerusalem involves a 
concerted and sophist icated attempt to confuse 
and yet tan ta l ize the reader. . . . " He has 
also published 1 col laborat ive book (1972); 
co-founded and edited Blake Studies (1968 f f . ) ; 
published 6 a r t i c l es (35 pp. , 1971-77) on Blake. 

Eaves, Morris Emery. "Blake's A r t i s t i c Strategy." 
DAI, XXXIII (1972), 1165-6A. Tulane Ph.D., 1972. 

Eaves has published 5 a r t i c l es (86 pp. , 1970-77) 
on Blake, and co-edited Blake Newsletter (1970 
f f . ) . Blake's text cannot be separated from his 
designs. 

E l l i o t t , Pat r ic ia De l l . "A Cr i t i ca l Variorum Edit ion 
of Wil l iam Blake's The Book of Urizen." DAI, XXXVIII 
(1977), 2804A. Arkansas Ph.D., 1977. 

"A study of . . . i t s meaning for the i nd i v i dua l , " 
followed by chronological ly arranged excerpts from 
c r i t i c s of Urizen. 

Essick, Robert Newman. "The Art of Wil l iam Blake's 
Early I l luminated Books." Cal i forn ia (San Diego) 
Ph.D., 1969. See DAI, XXX (1969), 2020-1A. 

A useful study of the i l luminat ions through the 
Visions (1793). He has published 2 col laborat ive 
books (1972-73) and 15 a r t i c l es (352 pp. , 1969-78) 
on Blake. 

Evans, James Car l . "Epistemology, Aesthet ics, and 
'Divine Analogy': A Study of the Poetics of Wil l iam 
Blake." Queen's (Kingston, Ontario) Ph.D., 1974. 

He has published an essay on Blake (8 pp . , 1972). 

Fa i r ch i l d , Bertram Harry, Jr . '"Such Holy Song': 
Music as Idea, Form, and Image in the Poetry of 
Wil l iam Blake." DAI, XXXVI (1975), 900A. Tulsa 
Ph.D., 1975. 

He has published 1 a r t i c l e (17 pp. , 1976) on Blake. 

Ferber, Michael. "Religion and Po l i t i cs in Wil l iam 
Blake." Harvard Ph.D., 1976. 

He has published an a r t i c l e on Blake (10 pp. , 
1978). 

Fisher, Peter F. "The Doctrine of Wil l iam Blake in 
the Background of the Eighteenth Century. Part I : 
The Doctrine in i t s Larger His tor ica l Se t t ing . " 
Toronto Ph.D., 1949. 

Printed as The Valley of Vision: Blake as Prophet 
and Revolutionary. Ed. Northrop Frye. (Toronto 
1961) Universi ty of Toronto Department of English 
Studies and Texts, No. 9. Reprinted (Toronto, 
1971). Part I I does not form part of the thesis 
and was reserved " fo r inclusion in the book which 
I hope to produce" but which was apparently never 
w r i t t en . Fisher also published 2 a r t i c l es (42 pp . , 
1959-61) on Blake. 

F i t e , Monte D. "Yeats as an Editor of Blake: 
In terpretat ion and Emendation in The Works of 
William Blake3 Poetic, Symbolic and Critical." DAI, 
XXXI (1971), 355A. North Carolina Ph.D., 1968. 

"The purpose of th is study is to re la te Yeats's 
ed i t o r i a l emendations to his c r i t i c a l and 
in te rpre t ive commentary and to conclude how he 

F la t to , E l ie . "The Social and Po l i t i ca l Ideas of 
Wil l iam Blake." DA, XXVII (1967), 3870A. New York 
University Ph.D., 1966. 
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M i t c h e l l , J e f f r e y David. " B l a k e ' s Milton as a 

Problem o f Consc ience. " DAI, XXXV (1974 ) , 1113-4A. 

Columbia Ph .D . , 1973. 

He has pub l i shed 1 a r t i c l e on Blake (10 p p . , 1974). 

M i t c h e l l , 0. S. "The C h i l d i n the Works o f W i l l i a m 

Blake i n the Context o f Contemporary L i f e and 

Thought . " London P h . D . , 1968. 

M i t c h e l l , W i l l i a m John Thomas. " B l a k e ' s Composite 

A r t : The R e l a t i o n s h i p o f Text and I l l u s t r a t i o n i n 

the I l l u m i n a t e d Poetry o f W i l l i a m B l a k e . " DAI, XXIX 

(1969) , 1874A. Johns Hopkins P h . D . , 1968. 

Traces a " d i a l e c t i c " r e l a t i o n s h i p i n Thel3 Urizen, 

and Jerusalem. He has pub l i shed a book (1978) and 

f i v e a r t i c l e s (97 p p . , 1969-77) on B lake . 

Moore, Donald K e i t h . "An Annotated E d i t i o n o f 
W i l l i a m B lake ' s Europe." DAI, XXXIV (1973) , 282A. 
Sta te U n i v e r s i t y o f New York (Stony Brook) P h . D . , 
1972. 

He has pub l i shed 1 c o l l a b o r a t i v e book (1973) and 

1 a r t i c l e on Blake (11 p p . , 1972) . 

Moyer, P a t r i c i a . " W i l l i a m B lake , C r i t i c o f 

L i t e r a t u r e and A r t . " Nott ingham Ph .D . , 1964. 

M u e l l e r , Ku r t . " W i l l i a m Blake a l s Vo r l aeu fe r der 

eng l i shen Romant ik . " Marburg P h . D . , 1922. 

Nanavut ty , Pi l o o . "Some Eastern I n f l uences on 

W i l l i a m B lake ' s P rophe t i c Books." Cambridge 

U n i v e r s i t y Ph .D . , 1939. See Cambridge University 

Abstracts of Dissertations, Dur ing the Academical 

Year 1938-1939 (1940 ) , 73. 

"The purpose o f t h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n has been to 

i n v e s t i g a t e f u r t h e r the Gnos t i c , C a b b a l i s t i c , 

and Hindu i n f l u e n c e s on W i l l i a m B lake ' s P rophe t i c 

Books." She has pub l i shed 4 a r t i c l e s (24 p p . , 

1937-69) on B lake . 

Nathan, Norman. Prince William B.: The 

Ph i l osoph i ca l Concept ions o f W i l l i a m B lake. New 

York U n i v e r s i t y Ph .D . , 1947. Pub l ished Abridgment 

( N . Y . , 1949). 

P r i n t e d as a book ( P a r i s , 1975) , Stud ies i n 

Eng l i sh L i t e r a t u r e Volume C. A work o f l i t t l e 

m e r i t . The 1975 book does not r e f e r t o the 

prev ious d i s s e r t a t i o n o r p u b l i c a t i o n , remarks 

t r u l y t h a t " f o o t n o t e s are i n v i s i b l e " and "The 

arguments o f scho la rs . . . are l i k e w i s e not 

i n c l u d e d " (p . 7) and concludes t h a t " t he bas ic 

ph i losophy o f W i l l i a m B lake" i s "use your 

i m a g i n a t i o n " (p . 16 ) . He has pub l i shed 3 a r t i c l e s 

on Blake (5 p p . , 1950-60) . 

N a t o l i , Joseph P h i l i p . "A Study o f B l ake ' s 
Con t ra r i es w i t h Reference t o Jung 's Theory o f 
I n d i v i d u a t i o n . " DAI, XXXIV (1973) , 3351-2A. 
S ta te U n i v e r s i t y o f New York (A lbany) P h . D . , 1973. 

Ne lson , John Wa l te r . " B l a k e ' s Minor Prophec ies : 

A Study o f the Development o f His Major P rophe t i c 

Mode." DAI, XXX (1971 ) , 3514A. Ohio S ta te 

U n i v e r s i t y Ph.D. , 1970. 

Covers America to Book of Los. He has pub l i shed 

1 a r t i c l e (9 p p . , 1975) on B lake . 

Noer, P h i l i p Douglas. "The Rhe to r i ca l S t r u c t u r e o f 

Milton: An I n t r o d u c t i o n to the Reading o f B l a k e ' s 

Major Prophecies as P o e t r y . " DAI, XXXI (1971 ) , 
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5418A. Minnesota Ph.D., 1970. 
Milton "is a superbly constructed work of art." 
"The key to the structure of the poem is the 
principle of the arch form." 

Noll, Jacqueline Ann. "Old Testament Prophecy in 

Blake's Lambeth Poems." DAI, XXXVIII (1978), 5500A. 

Maryland Ph.D., 1977. 

It includes identifications of "Blake's 

borrowings and use of biblical material." 

Nurmi, Martin Karl. "Blake's Doctrine of Contraries: 
A Study in Visionary Metaphysics." Minnesota Ph.D., 
1954. See DA, XIV (1954), 977-8A. 
He has published 3 books (1957-75) and 5 articles 

(73 pp., 1956-69) on Blake. 

O'Brien, Michael Wil l iam. "Between Language and 
Voice: A Study of Aesthetic Experimentation in 
Blake, Whitman, Cummings, and Concrete Poetry." 
DAI, XXXIV (1974), 6985A. I l l i n o i s Ph.D., 1973. 

A 177-page essay concentrat ing, in the Blake 
sect ion, on the Songs. 

Ogawa, J i ro . Mushin to Keiken no Uta Kenkyu: A 
Study on William Blake's Songs of Innooenae and of 
Experience (Kyoto, 1950). 

A thesis in Japanese. He has also published two 
more books (1972-73) and 10 a r t i c l es (115 pp. , 
1948-75) on Blake. 

O'Hare, Susan Carol. "Going Wonder-Ways: Sacra l i ty 
and Skepticism in B r i t i sh Romantic Poetry." DAI, 
XXXVII (1977), 2203A. Rice Ph.D., 1976. 

On heirophany in Blake, Wordsworth, Shelley, 
and Keats. 

Ost r iker , A l i c i a S. "Wil l iam Blake: A Study in 
Poetic Technique." DA, XXIV (1964), 3754-5A. 
Wisconsin Ph.D., 1963. 

Printed as Vision and Verse in William Blake 
(Madison & Milwaukee, 1965). A sensi t ive and 
responsible commentary on Blake's prosody. She 
has published an ed i t ion of Blake (1977). 

Paley, Morton David. "Energy and the Imagination: 
A Study of the Development of Blake's Thought." DA, 
XXVIII (1967), 689-90A. Columbia Ph.D., 1964. 

Printed (Oxford, 1970). As Blake's myth develops, 
Ore (energy) diminishes in importance and Los 
(imagination) becomes cen t ra l . He has also 
edited three books on Blake (1969-78), published 
16 a r t i c l es on him (213 pp. , 1962-78), and founded 
and edited Blake Newsletter (1967 f f . ) . 

Pananides, Dean Nicholas. "Vision and Form in 
Wil l iam Blake's I l luminated Poetry." DAI, XXXVII 
(1977), 7765-6A. Cal i forn ia (Santa Barbara) Ph.D., 
1976. 

On "the re lat ionship between vis ion and form." 

Pederson, Glenn Malvern. "The Religion of Wil l iam 
Blake: Interpreted from the Fall and Regeneration 
of A lb ion, Divine Man in the Myth of Blake." DA, 
XIV (1954), 830A. Washington Ph.D., 1954. 

He published 1 a r t i c l e (11 pp. , 1958) on Blake. 

Pedr in i , Lura Nancy Gregory. "Serpent Imagery and 
Symbolism in the Major English Romantic Poets: 

Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelley, Keats." 
DA, XX (1959), 2277A. Texas Ph.D., 1958. 

She published 2 a r t i c l es (120 pp . , 1960-61) 
which are probably the same as her thes is . 

Peterfreund, Stuart Samuel. "A Program Toward 
Prophecy: Eighteenth-Century Influences on the 
Poetry of Wil l iam Blake." DAI, XXXVI (1975), 
3700A. Washington Ph.D., 1974. 

He has published an essay on Blake (14 pp. , 1974). 

Peterson, Jane E. "Metric and Syntactic 
Experimentation in Blake's Prophecies of 1788-
1795." DAI, XXXVI (1975), 3661A. Arkansas Ph.D., 
1975. 

Examines "the opening l ines of each of these 
prophecies." She also published an a r t i c l e on 
Blake (13 pp. , 1973). 

Petter, Henri. Enitharmon: Stellung und 
Aufgabe eines Symbols in dichterischen Gesamtwerk 
Wil l iam Blakes (Bern, 1957) Swiss Studies in 
English, 42. Band. 

A 160-page doctoral d isser ta t ion of 1956. 

P h i l l i p s , Michael Curt is . "The Poetical Sketches 
of Wil l iam Blake: A d e f i n i t i v e t e x t , the 
reputation of the poems from 1783 to the present, 
and an in terpre ta t ion of the i r meaning." Universi ty 
of Exeter Ph.D., 1969. 

He has co-edited a book (1973) and published 
3 a r t i c l es (38 pp. , 1970-73) on Blake. 

Pierce, Hazel Beasley. "A C r i t i ca l Study of 
Wil l iam Blake's Europe." DAI, XXXI (1971), 5372-3A. 
Nebraska Ph.D., 1970. 

Ray, Wil l iam Ernest. "Wil l iam Blake and the 
Cr i t i ca l Development of Wil l iam Butler Yeats." DAI, 
XXXII (1971), 2652A. North Carolina Ph.D., 1971. 

"Blake remained cent ra l ly important to Yeats 
throughout his c r i t i c a l career." He has 
published an essay on Blake (11 pp. , 1973). 

Read, Dennis Myron. "Wil l iam Blake and The Grave." 
Wisconsin (Milwaukee) Ph.D., 1976. See DAI, XXXVII 
(1977), 6478A. 

A sound, responsible study. He has published 
a note (2 pp.) on Blake in 1977. 

Rhodes, Jack Lee. "A Study in the Vocabulary of 
English Romanticism: Joy in the Poetry of Blake, 
Wordsworth, Coleridge, Shelley, Keats, and Byron." 
DA, XXVII (1967), 3434A. Texas Ph.D., 1966. 

"Blake's use of Joy is dist inguished pr imar i ly by 
the wide var iety of contexts and associations in 
which he places the term." 

Riede, David George. "Swinburne: A Study of 
Romantic Mythmaking." DAI, XXXVII (1977), 2204A. 
V i rg in ia Ph.D., 1975. 

"The second chapter is a detai led examination of 
Swinburne's c r i t i c a l essay on Blake," discussing 
"his important misreadings of Blake wi th respect 
to . . . his own poetry." 

Roe, Albert S. "Wil l iam Blake's I l l u s t r a t i o n s to 
the Divine Comedy of Dante." Harvard Ph.D., 1950. 

Printed as Blake's Illustrations to the Divine 
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Comedy (Princeton, 1953). Second Pr in t ing 
(Princeton, 1967). A sound study of the ways 
in which Blake's own ideas and Giant Figures 
influenced his i l l u s t r a t i o n s to Dante. He has 
also published a catalogue (1965) and 2 a r t i c l es 
(73 pp. , 1957-69) on Blake. 

Ro l l ins , Mark Edwin. "The Necessity of Ar t : A 
Study of Wil l iam Blake." DAI, XXV (1975), 6156A. 
Massachusetts Ph.D., 1974. 

"A study of Wil l iam Blake's philosophy of social 
and cu l tura l reform." 

Rose, Edward J . "Mental Forms Creating: A Study 
in Blake's Thought and Symbols." Toronto Ph.D., 
1963. See DA, XXV (1964), 1923-4A. 

"The thesis contends that Blake's metaphors, 
images, and symbols describe the creat ive 
process" (p. i i of the thes is ) . He has published 
24 a r t i c l es (344 pp. , 1964-77) on Blake. 

Rosenblum, Robert. "The Internat ional Style of 
1800: A Study in Linear Abst ract ion. : New York 
University Ph.D., 1956. 

A work of major importance, in which Blake is 
considered on pp. 99-114. (The d isser ta t ion 
was published as Transformations in Late 
Eighteenth-Century Art [1967; 1969; 1970] without 
most of the Blake sect ion.) He has also published 
an a r t i c l e on Blake (24 pp. , 1975). 

Roudalphi, Marthe-Augusta-Paulette. "Wil l iam Blake: 
Rapports de l ' A r t et de la Pens£e." Paris Ph.D., 
1948. 

Rudd, Margaret E. "Wil l iam Blake and W. B. Yeats: 
A Study of Poetry and Mystical V is ion. " Reading 
Universi ty Ph.D., 1951. 

Printed as Divided Image: A Study of Wil l iam 
Blake and W. B. Yeats (London, 1953). Reprinted 
(N.Y., 1970). The thesis is that Blake was a 
mystic and Yeats a magician. She also published 
another book on Blake (1956). 

Ruhlman, John Arthur. "The Development of Los 
through the Prophecies of Wil l iam Blake." 
Cal i forn ia (Berkeley) Ph.D., 1974. 

Ryan, Robert Emmett. "The Structure and Function 
of the Cosmogonic Myth in Wil l iam Blake's 
Jerusalem." DAI, XXXVII (1976), 339A. Case 
Western Reserve Ph.D., 1975. 

He has published an a r t i c l e on Blake (2 pp . , 1974). 

Sabr i -Tabr iz i , Gholen Reza. "The Idea of Negation 
and Contrary Progression in Blake." Edinburgh 
Ph.D., 1970. 

Perhaps th is is his work pr inted as The 'Heaven' 
and 'Hell' of William Blake (N.Y., 1973), the 
"main aim" of which " i s to present the whole of 
Blake in a coherent and comprehensible way," 
wi th emphasis upon Blake's "consistent 
material ism" and his "social context" (p. v i i ) . 

Sachs, Myron. "The Development of Blake's Extended 
Myth." DAI, XXXIII (1972), 2903A. Tufts Ph.D., 
1971. 

Seems to be mostly about Tiriel and The French 
Revolution. 

Sal ter , Thomas Norman. "Toward a Symbology of 
Form in the I l luminat ions of Blake's Songs of 
Innocence and of Experience." DAI, XXXV (1975) , 

3737A. Massachusetts Ph.D., 1975. 

Samuel, G. "Blake's View of Mil ton and Edward 
Young." London Ph.D., 1970. 

Sanders, Jon Barry. "The Desire of Man: A Reading 
of Blake's The Four Zoas." DAI, XXXV (1974), 
3698A. Oregon Ph.D., 1974. 

Uses "the appl icat ion of al legory as an 
in te rp re t i ve process of reading." 

Sanzo, Eileen Barbara. "Wil l iam Blake: Poet of 
the City in the Indust r ia l Age." DAI, XXXIII (1972). 
764-5A. New York Universi ty Ph.D., 1971. 

"The study attempts to show how industry and i t s 
c i t i e s shaped his language," pa r t i cu la r l y in 
Vala, Milton, and Jerusalem. She has published 
an a r t i c l e on Blake (15 pp. , 1971). 

Schaupp, Roscoe Frederick. "Blake's 'Correct ion ' 
of Milton in Poem and Pic ture . " Ohio State Ph.D., 
1934. See Abstracts of Dissertations, Ohio State 
University, No. 15 (1934), 171-180. 

Schicker, Stephen Mathias. "The Rainbow Beneath the 
Ground: A Study of the Descent in to Hell Metaphor 
in Wil l iam Blake's The Marriage of Heaven and Hell, 
Ge>ard de Nerval's Aurelia, and Arthur Rimbaud's 
Une Saison en Enfer." DAI, XXXI (1969), 369A. 
Syracuse Ph.D., 1969. 

"The purpose of th is thesis is to demonstrate 
that . . . [the three works] redefine the nature 
of the descent in to hel l as part of a process 
leading to psychic regenerat ion," foreshadowing 
Jung. 

Schlieper, Reinhold. "Wil l iam Blake, Philosopher: 
An Analysis of the Metaphysical System Underlying 
His Poetry." DAI, XXXV (1975), 6158-9A. Ball 
State Ed. D., 1974. 

Blake is "a luc id and consistent th inker . " 

Scholz, Joachim Josef. "Blake and Novalis: A 
Comparison of Romanticism's High Arguments." DAI, 
XXXVIII (1977), 4808A. Chicago Ph.D., 1977. 

Blake and Novalis are "surpr is ing ly s imi la r " in 
t he i r "arguments on . . . the effectiveness of 
poetry in 1 i f e . " 

Schorer, Mark. "William Blake as a Radical." 
Wisconsin Ph.D., 1936. See Summaries of Doctoral 
Dissertations, University of Wisconsin, I (1937), 
288-290. 

Printed as William Blake: The Po l i t i cs of Vision 
(N.Y., 1946). Reprinted (N.Y., 1959). An 
important examination of the radical element in 
Blake's poetry and society. He also published 
7 a r t i c l es on Blake (43 pp. , 1935-46). 

Schotz, Myra Glazer. "The A l te r ing Eye: Wil l iam 
Blake and the Art of Paral lax: An Approach to The 
Four Zoas." DAI, XXXVI (1975), 910-11A. Brandeis 
Ph.D., 1974. 

Schuchard, Marsha Keith Mannatt. "Freemasonry, 
Secret Societ ies, and the Continuity of the Occult 
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Tradit ions in English L i te ra tu re . " Texas Ph.D., 
1975. See DAI, XXXVI (1975), 2792-3A. 

A gall imaufrey of cobbled coincidences "based 
largely on circumstantial evidence" (p. 425) is 
used to place Blake in a "Masonic" context 
(pp. 307-550); the compasses of The Ancient of 
Days and the "Universal Brotherhood" of Milton 
are Masonic (pp. 465, 472). 

Scott , Janis Marie McAtee. "The Stubborn Structure 
of the Language: A Study of the Syntax of Wil l iam 
Blake." DAI, XXXIV (1974), 5148-9A. Mississippi 
Ph.D., 1973. 

A 147-page "computer-assisted s t a t i s t i c a l 
study . . . wr i t ten in COBOL for use on the 
DeclO system." 

Shain, Ronald. "A Sociological Study of the Romantic 
Imagination: Blake's Mythic Conception of Man's 
Fall Into Outer Selfhood." Cal i forn ia (Santa 
Barbara) Ph.D. in Sociology, 1976. 

According to the abstract , "The f indings of th is 
study provide sociology with a new speculative 
model for resolving . . . why certa in wr i te rs 
and a r t i s t s of the Romantic age experienced 
extreme feel ings of self-estrangement, even 
though they were creat ive ly f u l f i l l e d by the i r 
work, and were not faced with the collapse 
of established values and i n s t i t u t i o n s . " 

Shea, James P. "Blake's Archetypal Tyger: A More 
Comprehensive View." DAI, XXXV (1974), 2243A. 
Marquette* University Ph.D., 1974. 

A 143-page e f f o r t to give "a more comprehensive 
view [of 'The Tyger'] . . . than any of Blake's 
c r i t i c s have thus far put f o r t h " does not seem 
more comprehensive, in the abstract . 

Sheraw, C. Darrel. "Byron and the Course of Romantic 
Sa t i re . " DAI, XXXI (1970), 2940A. Ohio Ph.D., 
1970. 

I t places "an emphasis on the work of Blake 
and Byron." 

Shook, Margaret Lulu. "Visionary Form: Blake's 
Prophetic Art and the P ic to r ia l T rad i t i on . " DA, 

XXVII (1967), 4265A. Cal i forn ia (Berkeley) Ph.D., 

1966. 

Shroyer, Richard James. "Studies in the Chronology 
and Contexts of Blake's Early Poems: The F i rs t 
Decade, 1783-1793." Toronto Ph.D., 1975. See 
DAI, XXXVII (1977), 6513-4A. 

" In sum, the resul ts of the study are extremely 
modest." He published a note on Blake in 
1977 (4 pp. ) . 

Singh, Gurbhagat. "Meditations on Wil l iam Blake: 
An Experiential Approach to his Poetry." DAI, 
XXXVII (1976), 286A. Cal i forn ia (Santa Cruz) Ph.D. 
for The History of Consciousness, 1974. 

"The argument of th is work is that Blake not 
only talked about the 'Edenic Body,' but he also 
wrote his poetry with i t . His poem [sio~\ 
commands to be read bodi ly . . . . " 

Skelton, Susan. "Blake, Novalis and Norval: The 
Poetics of the Apocalypse: A Study of Blake's 
Milton, Novalis' Hymnen an die Nacht and Heinrich 

von Oftevdingen and Norval's Aurelia." DAI, XXXIV 
(1974), 7247A. Southern Cal i forn ia Ph.D., 1973. 

A 153-page essay arguing merely that they "have 
essent ia l ly the same assumptions. . . . " 

Smith, Catherine Findley. "P ic to r ia l Language in 
The Four Zoas by Blake." DAI, XXXIII (1973), 
5142A. North Carolina Ph.D., 1972. 142 pages. 

I t " is a verbal organization of images of s igh t , 
sound, and movement." 

Smith, Wil l iam Marion. "Four Songs on Texts by 
Wil l iam Blake. fOriqinal Composition.]" DA, 
XXVIII (1967), 254A. Floride State Ph.D., 1966. 

Set for soprano and orchestra. 

Spicer, Harold Ot is . "The Chariot of Fire: A 
Study of Wil l iam Blake's Use of B ib l i ca l Typology 
in the Minor Prophecies." DA, XXIII (1962), 2141 A. 
Wisconsin Ph.D., 1962. 

He published an a r t i c l e on Blake (18 pp. , 1967). 

Spinks, Cary Wi l l iam, Jr . "The Valley of Vis ion: 
A Study of Los in Blake's Prophecies." DAI, XXXI 
(1971), 4136A. Nebraska Ph.D., 1970. 

"This study explores the signi f icance of Los in 
terms of his role as the Creative Imagination." 

Stanculescu, Liana P. "Wil l iam Blake and the 
English Renaissance." DAI, XXXVII (1976), 2903A. 
Miami Ph.D., 1976. 

"#is strongest a f f i n i t i e s are with the 
hermetical seventeenth century." 

Stavrou, Constantine N. "Wil l iam Blake & D. H. 
Lawrence: A Comparative Study on the S im i l a r i t y 
of Their Thought." DA, XII (1952), 430-1 A. 
Buffalo Ph.D., 1952. 

He published 2 a r t i c l es on Blake (11 pp. , 1955-56). 

Ste in , Kenneth. "Blake's Apocalyptic Poetry: A 
Study of the Genre of Blake's Prophetic Books." 
DAI, XXX (1969), 2500A. Brandeis Ph.D., 1969. 

A study of " t he i r indebtedness to the apocalyptic 
books of the Bible and the intertestamental e ra . " 

Steiner, Henry-York. "The Emanation and i t s 
Spectres: Wil l iam Blake's Theory of Poetry." 
DA, XXIV (1964), 4684A. Oregon Ph.D., 1963. 

A 150-page argument that "Blake's poetry was 
Romantic in nature." 

Stevenson, Stanley Warren. "The Creation Moti f in 
Romantic Poetry and Theory with Par t icu lar 
Reference to the Myth of Blake and the Poetic 
Theory of Blake and Coleridge." DA, XIX (1958), 
1368-9A. Northwestern Ph.D., 1958. 

Printed as Divine Analogy: A Study of the 
Creation Moti f in Blake and Coleridge (Salzburg, 
1972). Salzburg Studies in English L i te ra tu re : 
Romantic Reassessment [No.] 25. He has also 
published 3 a r t i c l es on Blake (44 pp. , 1968-77). 

Stevenson, Wil l iam Handforth. "A Study of Blake's 
Song of Liberty, Visions of the Daughters of Albion> 
America and Europe." Oxford B. L i t t . , 1956. 

A responsible study. He has published 9 a r t i c l es 
on Blake (60 pp. , 1957-73). 
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Struck, Wilhelm. Der Einfluss Jacob Boehmes auf 

die englische Literature des 17. Jahrhunderts 

(Berlin, 1936) Neue Deutsche Forschungen Abteilung 
englische Philologie. Band 6. Rostock 
dissertation, 1935. 

Tandon, Jagdish Narain. "The influence on the 
poetry of William Blake \_sic~\." University of 
Agra Ph.D., 1967. 

Tannenbaum, Leslie Warren. "Dark Visions of 
Torment: Symbol and Structure in William 
Blake's The Book of Urizen." DAI, XXXIII (1973), 

6328A. Wisconsin Ph.D., 1972. 
He has published one article on Blake (14 pp., 

1973). 

T a y l e r , I r e n e . " V i s i o n a r y Forms Dramat ic : W i l l i a m 

B lake ' s I l l u s t r a t i o n s to the Poetry o f Thomas 

Gray. " S tan fo rd P h . D . , 1967. See DA, XXIX (1968) , 

881A. 

Printed in Blake's Illustrations to the Poems of 
Gray ( P r i n c e t o n , 1971) . A persuas ive commentary 

on B lake ' s 116 des igns . She has a lso pub l i shed 

4 a r t i c l e s on Clake (86 p p . , 1971-74) . 

T a y l o r , Clyde Russel . " W i l l i a m Blake and the 

Ideo logy o f A r t . " DA, XXIX (1968) , 277A. Wayne 

S ta te Ph.D. , 1967. 

He has pub l i shed one a r t i c l e on Blake (47 p p . , 

1968). 

T a y l o r , Gary James. "A C r i t i c a l E d i t i o n o f The 

Marriage of Heaven and Hell w i t h A n n o t a t i o n s . " 

DAI, XXXI I I ( 1972 ) , 2345-6A. Arkansas Ph .D . , 1972. 

The 2 volumes i nc l ude a f a c s i m i l e o f copy I and 

an an tho logy o f c r i t i c i s m o f the Marriage. He 

has pub l i shed 1 a r t i c l e on Blake (1 p . , 1973). 

T a y l o r , J . A. " W i l l i a m B lake : The Radical 

Contex t : A Study i n the R e l a t i o n s h i p Between 

B lake ' s Work and the Popular Radical C u l t u r e , 1790-

1830." Leeds P h . D . , 1970. 

T a y l o r , Peter A l a n . "A Reading o f B lake ' s Milton." 

DAI, XXX (1969 ) , 737-8A. Connec t i cu t Ph .D . , 1969. 

"B lake i s an a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a n t " i n the poem. He 

has pub l i shed 2 a r t i c l e s on Blake (25 p p . , 1969-

74 ) . 

T a y l o r , Richard L o r i n g . " W i l l i a m B lake ' s Cosmogonic 

Myth: The I rony o f O r i g i n s . " C a l i f o r n i a (Santa 

Barbara) P h . D . , 1970. 

Accord ing t o the a b s t r a c t , i t concludes t h a t " I n 

Jerusalem Blake abandons c r e a t i o n myth e n t i r e l y . " 

T a y l o r , Ronald C lay ton . "The Semantics o f Time i n 

the La te r Poetry o f W i l l i a m B lake : A S t y l i s t i c 

S tudy . " DAI, XXXVII (1977) , 5857A. C a l i f o r n i a 

(Berke ley ) P h . D . , 1976. 

Deals e s p e c i a l l y w i t h " t he broader a p p l i c a t i o n s o f 

temporal seman t i cs . " He pub l i shed an essay on 

Blake (13 pp . ) i n 1975. 

T e b b e t t s , T e r r e l l L o u i s . "A C r i t i c a l Study o f 

Wake's America." DAI, XXXII ( 1971 ) , 987-8A. 

Arkansas Ph .D . , 1971. 

"The essence o f the poem i s i n " the word 

"p rophecy . " 

T o l l e y , Michael J . " W i l l i a m B lake ' s Use o f the 

B i b l e . " London Ph.D.' , 1974. 
Vol. II (pp. 267-522) is a checklist of biblical 
references. He has published 18 articles on 
Blake (154 pp., 1962-74). 

Trent, Robert J. "The Case Against Death: 
Transformation of 'Generation' in the Writings 
of William Blake." DAI, XXXVII (1976), 1573A. 
New York University Ph.D., 1976. 

Blake's attitude toward death is traced through 

three stages. 

Tzougros, Penelope Stephanie. "Hopkins and Blake: 
A New Heaven and a New Earth." Toronto Ph.D., 1977. 

Umetsu, Narumi. A Study of William Blake: Songs of 

Innocence and of Experience: Blake Kenkyu [Studies] 

(Tokyo, 1963). 
A 383-page doctoral dissertation in Japanese. He 
has also published 1 translation (1970) and 
9 articles on Blake (72+ po., 1955-70). 

Unruh, Donald John. "Jerusalem: The Primitive 
Christian Vision of William Blake." DAI, XXXI 
(1971), 1819A. Southern California Ph.D., 1970. 

Jerusalem "follows 'primitive Christianity' rather 
than the official Christian tradition." 

Viscoli, Lois Katherine. "The Promethean Archetype." 
DAI, XXXV (1975), 6114A. New Mexico Ph.D., 1975. 

"Blake and Shelley dramatically illuminated the 

core of the archjtype.'' 

Vog le r , Thomas A l l e n . "Pre ludes to V i s i o n : The 

Epic Venture i n B lake , Wordsworth, Keats and Har t 

Crane." Yale Ph .D . , 1964. 

P r i n t e d as a book ( B e r k e l e y , Los Ange les , London, 

1971). Chapter 3 ( " B l a k e : Mental F i g h t , " p p . , 39-

59) i s an i n t e l l i g e n t c l ose read ing o f Milton as a 

" o r e l u d e " to Jerusalem. 

Wagenknecht, David A. " W i l l i a m Blake and the Idea 

o f P a s t o r a l . " Sussex D. P h i l . , 1971. 

Pub l ished as Blake's Night: W i l l i a m Blake and 

the Idea o f Pas to ra l (Cambridge, Massachuset ts , 

1973) . A l a b o r i o u s a n a l y s i s o f Spenserian p a s t o r a l 

elements i n B lake ' s e a r l y work and M i l t o n i c ones i n 

the l a t e r poems. He has a lso pub l i shed one a r t i c l e 

on Blake (1 p . , 1974) . 

Walter, Jakob. William Blakes Nachleben in der 
englischen Literature des neunzehnten und zwanzigsten 
Jahrhunderts (Schaffhausen, 1925). Reprinted 
(Schaffhausen, 1927). Zurich Ph.D. 

Wang, A l f r e d S h i - p u . "The Imagery i n B lake ' s Minor 

P rophec ies . " DA, XXVII I ( 1968 ) , 3652A. Tulane 

Ph .D . , 1967. 

Ward, Marney Jean McLaughl in . "Tex t and Design 

i n B lake ' s Developing My th . " DAI, XXXV (1974 ) , 

3704-5A. B r i t i s h Columbia P h . D . , 1974. 

Examines "a number o f c r u c i a l m o t i f s " i n Songs, 

Urizen, and Jerusalem. She has pub l i shed 1 

a r t i c l e on Blake (1 p . , 1972) . 

Ward le , J . "Myth and Image i n Three Romant ics: A 

Study o f B l ake , She l l ey and Y e a t s . " Queen's 
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( B e l f a s t )
 D

h . D . , 1970. 

She has produced 2 a r t i c l e s on Blake (4 p p . , 

1967-68) . 

Warner, Nicholas O l i v e r . " B l a k e ' s I c o n i c Mode: 

T r a d i t i o n and T rans fo rmat ion i n the Works o f 

W i l l i a m B l a k e . " DAI, XXXIX (1978) , 877A. C a l i f o r n i a 

(Berke ley) Ph .D . , 1977. 

Stud ies "how Blake not on ly adapts but t rans fo rms 

t r a d i t i o n a l images and symbols . " 

Warner, W i l l i a m Robert . "The Composite A r t o f 

B lake ' s 'Laughing S o n g . ' " U n i v e r s i t y o f the 

P a c i f i c Ph.D. , 1975. 

Waters, Gregory Leo. " I . Conrad A i k e n : A Basis 

f o r C r i t i c i s m . I I . G. T. ' s 'Wor th less 

E n t e r p r i s e ' : A Study o f the Na r ra to r i n Gascoigne's 

'The Adventures o f Master F. J .
1
 I I I . Blake and 

R o s s e t t i . ' " DAI, XXV (1974 ) , 3775-6A. Rutgers 

Ph .D . , 1974. 

" R o s s e t t i seems to have learned l i t t l e from him 

[Blake]," and h i s work i s " o n e - d i m e n s i o n a l . " 

Waters, Louis Add ison , J r . "The Idea o f Nature i n 

the Poetry o f W i l l i a m B l a k e . " DA, XXI (1961 ) , 

265-6A. Columbia Ph .D . , 1961. 

Shows seven stages i n B lake ' s t rea tment o f 

Nature : 1) Innocence; 2) Sex; 3) Energy; 

4) I m a g i n a t i o n ; 5) Exper ience ; 6) D e c e i t ; 

7) R e s t r a i n t . 

Watson, Alan McCabe. " W i l l i a m B lake ' s I l l u s t r a t e d 

W r i t i n g s : The Ear ly P e r i o d . " DAI, XXX (1969 ) , 

1538A. New Mexico P h . D . , 1969. 

'The w r i t e r has s imply t r i e d to see them [Blake's 

illustrations'] suggest t o the imag ina t i on when 

c o n f r o n t i n g them a t c lose q u a r t e r s . " He has 

pub l i shed 1 a r t i c l e on Blake (9 p p . , 1973). 

Waxier , Robert P h i l l i p . " W i l l i a m B lake : The 

Sexual Dynamics o f h i s Ear ly I l l u m i n a t e d Works." 

DAI, XXXVII ( 1976 ) , 995-6A. S ta te U n i v e r s i t y o f 

New York (Stony Brook) Ph .D . , 1976. 

Welch, Dennis M a r t i n . " W i l l i a m B lake ' s Apocalypse: 

A Theo-Psycho log ica l I n t e r p r e t a t i o n . " DAI, XXXI I I 

(1972) , 736A. Southern C a l i f o r n i a Ph .D . , 1972. 

At tempt " t o show how Blake sought to permanent ly 

escape h i s t o r y . " He has pub l i shed 2 a r t i c l e s on 

Blake (4 pp. , 1973). 

Wh i te , Helen C. "The Mys t i c i sm o f W i l l i a m B l a k e . " 

Wisconsin Ph .D . , 1924. 
P r i n t e d (Madison, 1927) U n i v e r s i t y o f Wisconsin 

Stud ies i n Language and L i t e r a t u r e , Number 23. 

Repr in ted ( N . Y . , 1964) . A c lose comparison o f 

B l ake ' s works and l i f e w i t h the mys t i ca l 

t r a d i t i o n leads to the conc lus ion t h a t he " i s 

not a g rea t mys t i c i n any sense t h a t means 

a n y t h i n g . " 

Wh i te , :*ary E l i z a b e t h . "Woman's Tr iumph: A Study 

o f the Changing Symbolic Values o f the Female i n 

the Works o f W i l l i a m B l a k e . " DAI, XXXII I ( 1972 ) , 

2348A. Washington P h . D . , 1972. 

Whi tehead, F reder i ck A l l a n . "S tud ies i n the 

S t r u c t u r e o f European H i s t o r y i n B lake ' s E p i c s . " 

DAI, XXXV (1975) , 7927-8A. Columbia Ph .D . , 1972. 

" I t i s the t h e s i s o f t h i s s tudy t h a t the m y t h i c -

psycho log ica l and the soc ia l -economic l e v e l s o f 

meaning are mu tua l l y dependent i n B lake ' s 

p rophe t i c e p i c s , and t h a t the main s t r u c t u r e o f 

the ep ics i s the r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f the e n t i r e 

h i s t o r y o f European man." The t h e s i s i s 

summarized i n h i s " W i l l i a m Blake and Radical 

T r a d i t i o n . " Chapter 10 (pp. 191-214) o f Weapons 

of Criticism: Marxism i n America and the 

L i t e r a r y T r a d i t i o n . Ed. Norman Rudich. Palo 

A l t o , C a l i f o r n i a , 1976. 

W i l d , David W. "The Emergence o f L i t e r a c y (1780-

1860) : W i l l i a m B lake , W i l l i a m Cobbet t , Charles 

D ickens . " Washington ( S e a t t l e ) Ph .D . , 1972. 

W ie land -Bu rs ton , Joanne Barbara. "B lake i n France: 

The Poet and the Pa in te r as Seen by French C r i t i c s 

i n the N ineteenth and Twent ie th C e n t u r i e s . " DAI, 

XXXIX (1978) , 914A. V a n d e r b i l t Ph .D . , 1977. 

"Blake semble a v o i r peu marque" l a l i t t e V a t u r e 

f r a n c a i s e . " 

W i l f o n g , Susan Dupaul. ' "The A r c h i t e c t D i v i n e ' : 

The Evo lu t i on o f B lake ' s Verbal and Visua l Imagery 

o f A r c h i t e c t u r e . " Harvard Ph .D . , 1976. 

W i l k e s , John Edwin, I I I . "Aeo l i an V i s i t a t i o n s and 

the Harp Defrauded: Essays on Donne, B l a k e , 

Wordsworth, Keats , F l a u b e r t , Heine and James 

W r i g h t . " DAI, XXXV (1974) , 1129A. C a l i f o r n i a 

(Santa Cruz) Ph .D . , 1973. 

Close readings to d i scove r and i n t e r p r e t " s i g n a l 

ins tances o f Romantic poets [sic] t e s t i n g t h e i r 

p o e t i c m a t e r i a l s i n o rde r to determine whe ther , 

and f o r how l o n g , the s e l f - g e n e r a t e d and s e l f -

con ta ined wor lds they are i n the a c t o f c r e a t i n g 

can be s u s t a i n e d . " 

W i l k i n s o n , Caro lyn . " P e r c e p t i o n , A c t i o n and 

Charac te r : The S t r u c t u r e o f B l ake ' s Jerusalem." 

DAI, XXXV (1975) , 1638-9A. Michigan S ta te P h . D . , 

1974. 

She i s " p r i m a r i l y concerned w i t h the ques t i on o f 

pe rcep t i on i n Jerusalem, w i t h what cha rac te rs 

pe rce ive and w i t h how they ac t accord ing to t h e i r 

p e r c e p t i o n s , " w i t h "a p l a t e by p l a t e a n a l y s i s o f 

the n a r r a t i v e e v e n t s . " 

W i l l s , James Thomas. " W i l l i a m B l a k e ' s Designs f o r 

Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress." Toronto Ph .D . , 1975. 

See DAI, XXXVIII (1977) , 3525A. 

A c a r e f u l survey o f Bunyan i l l u s t r a t i o n s (1680-

1824) and a n a l y s i s o f B l a k e ' s Bunyan des igns , 

conc lud ing t h a t C h r i s t i a n ' s j ou rney i s c i r c u l a r ; 

t he re are 193 p l a t e s . He has pub l i shed 1 a r t i c l e 

on Blake (6 p p . , 1973). 

W i l s o n , H. C. " B l a k e ' s C r i t i c i s m and P a i n t i n g o f 

the Canterbury P i l g r i m s . " Washington P h . D . , 1941 ; 

see Abstracts of [Washington] Theses, V (1941) , 

98-99. 

W i l s o n , P a t r i c k Seymour. "A Study o f the Proper 

Names mentioned i n B lake ' s Poetry and P rose . " 3 

v o l s . V i c t o r i a U n i v e r s i t y o f W e l l i n q t o n (New 

Zealand) P h . D . , 1952. 
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Wilson, Will iam Lewis, Jr . "Process and Imagination: 
The Romantic Absolute in Blake and D. H. Lawrence." 
DAI, XXXVIII (1977), 1421A. Emory Ph.D., 1977. 

Witke, Joanne Stauch. "The Empiricism of Will iam 

Blake's Metaphysics." Cal i forn ia (Berkeley) Ph.D., 
1974. 

Par t i cu la r l y concerned with his re lat ionship with 

Berkeley. She has published 3 a r t i c l es on Blake 

(29 pp. , 1970-75). 

Ziegelman, Lois Abrams. "Wil l iam Blake: The 

Lineaments of History . " DAI, XXXIV (1974), 4223A. 
Brandeis Ph.D., 1973. 

"The aim of th is thesis is to trace the course of 
Blake's re f lec t ions on the meaning of h is to ry " ; 
Blake "can t r u l y be considered a h i s to r i an . " 

This essay, wr i t t en in the summer of 1977, has had to be 

patched and supplemented repeatedly as new d isser ta t ions and 

publ icat ions on Blake by t he i r authors appeared. The facts 

and conclusions are general ly up-to-date to about September 
1978, but they are not as consistent as I should l i k e them to be. 

1
 The great major i ty of these disser ta t ions are fo r the degree 

of Doctor of Philosophy, but a few are fo r other degrees 

requi r ing work equivalent to some U.S. Ph.D.s: B.D. (Oxford), 
B. L i t t . (Oxford), D. L i t t . (Lucknow), M. L i t t . (Cambridge, 
Lancaster), and M. P h i l . (London). 

■ a) Lawrence F. McNamee, Dissertations in English and American 

Literature: Theses Accepted by American, B r i t i s h and German 

Univers i t ies 1865-1964 (N.Y. & London, 1968); . . . Supplement 
One . . . 1964-1968 (1969); . . . Supplement Two: Theses 

Accepted by American, B r i t i s h , B r i t i s h Commonwealth and German 

Univers i t ies 1969-1973 (1974)--/V.fl. The spe l l i ng in the l a s t two 

is very unre l iab le and the lacunae are leg ion, b) Retrospective 

index to Theses of Great Britain and Ireland 1716-1950 Vol. I : 
Social Sciences and Humanities, ed. Roger R. Bi lboul & Francis 

L. Kent (Oxford & Santa Barbara, 1975); Index to Theses Accepted 

for Hiqher Decrees in the Universities of Great Britain 

Ireland, Vol." I f o r 1950-51 (London, 1953)—Vol. XXIV (1975 

The t i t l e s are sometimes given somewhat approximately, c) 
Annuaire des Doctcurs (Lettres) de I'Universite dc Paris et des 

autres Universites franaaises: Bib l iographie analyt ique des 

Theses (1899-1965) [ n . p . , n . d . ] . d) Hmaa A Bibl lography 

of Doctoral Dissertat ions Accepted by Indian Univers i t ies 1857-
1970 (New Delh i , 1975). 

No doctoral d isser ta i tons on Blake have been found in 

d i rec to r ies of Aus t ra l i an , Aust r ian , European, French, French 

language, German, New Zealand, and South Afr ican u n i v e r s i t i e s , 
no doubt pa r t l y because some of the d i rec to r ies are not subject-
indexed. 

• The Comprehensive Disser ta t ion Query Service, l i k e the Di 
index and other Univers i ty Microf i lms serv ices, is organized by 

computer and does not d is t ingu ish the poet from 

1) Henry Robison Delany, BLAKE, or the Huts of America; 
2) Henry BLAKE Ful le r (seven theses); 
3) The BLAKE Plateau, North A t l a n t i c ; 

4) Gas t ro t r i t ch , Lepidodermella Squamatta (Dumardin) BLAKE; 
5) Galinsoga C i l i a t a (Raf.) (BLAKE) (a plant) (three theses); 
6) Gutierrezia Dracunculoides (DC) BLAKE; 
7) Artemesia C a r r u t h i i , Wood var. Wrigh t i i (Gray) BLAKE 

(Carruth Sagebrush); 
8) Anna S. C. BLAKE Manual Traininq School; 
9) Edward BLAKE ( I r i s h N a t i o n a l i s t ) ; 
10) John BLAKE White (Southern Romantic painter and p laywr igh t ) . 
Natura l ly theses which do not name Blake or his works in the 

t i t l e , such as John Grant, "Studies in the Organization of Major 
Romantic Epics" (Harvard Ph.D., 1960), are l i k e l y to be omitted 

here, even though they deal s i g n i f i c a n t l y wi th Blake. Some 

exceptions are the theses of Rosenblum, Schuchard, and Struck. 

u
 Perhaps 98°o are in Engl ish. 

E.g. , Ba Han (1925), Baine (1974), Bassalik-de Vries (1911), 
Dickinson (1915), Doggett (1974), Fulbr ight (1973), Scott (1973), 
Shea (1974), Skelton (1973), C. F. Smith (1973), Steiner (1963). 

1
 See Dilgard (1973), Doskow (1972), Fa i rch i l d (1975), Fox 

(1970), Heppner (1970), James (1971), Lesnick (1969), Middleman 

(1974), Noer (1970), Pananides (1976), Sal ter (1975), Shook 

(1966), Wilkinson (1974). 

See Chayes, Coomar, Daly, Druian, Koper, Lechay, Lento, 
O'Brien, Rhodes, Schicker, Vogler, Wilkes. 

See Abel , Bandy, Campbell, Hoeveler, Howard, James, Kessel, 
Kremen, Lefcowitz, Scholz, Skel ton, S. W. Stevenson. 

9
 Abel (1976), Behrendt (1974), Bindman (1971), Davies (1973), 

Eaves (1972), Essick (1969), Foley (1977), Gabbett-Mulhallen 

(1975), Hower (1974), H i l l (1969), Jones (1972), Lemaltre (1953), 
Lindberg (1973), Lowry (1975), McCo?d~[T977), Mitchel l (1968), 
Roe (1950), Sal ter (1975), Schaup (1934), Shook (1966), Tayler 
(1967), C. R. Taylor (1967), Ward (1974), Warner (1975), Wil ls 

(1975), and Wilson (1941). 

10
 A number of these are included in the Comprehensive 

Disser ta t ion Query Service, however. 

11
 For example, there are two theses on images of Satan in Blake, 

by Domke (1972) and Baine (1975), four on Los by Mandell (1972), 
Paley (1964), Spinks (1970), and Ruhlman (1974), three on 

mysticism by Ba Han (1924), Kessel (1929), and Helen White 

(1924), and two on the c r i t i c s of "The Mental Trave l le r " by 

Dunlap (1974) and Leonard (1976). 

12
 See "Geoffrey Keynes's Work on Blake: Fons et Oriqo, and a 

Checkl is t of his Writ ings of Blake 1910-72," pp. 349-376 of 
William Blake: Essays in honour of Si r Geoffrey Keynes, ed. 
M. D. Paley & M. P h i l l i p s (Oxford, 1973). His f i r s t Blake 

a r t i c l e was in 1910, the year before the f i r s t Blake Ph.D. was 

completed, and his most recent book appeared in 1977. 

13
 This a r t i c l e , f i r s t completed in Apr i l 1977, has been 

f in ished a number of times since then, as the months passed and 

new Blake d isser ta t ions and publ icat ions by authors of Blake 

theses came to my a t t e n t i o n . Of course, each new d isser ta t ion 

discovered required the rev is ion of a l l general izat ions 

r e f e r r i n g to i t ( e . g . , "two hundred s i x t y d isser ta t ions on 

Blake" ) , an exceedingly extensive and worrying process. The 

t ex t above comprehends informat ion I had absorbed up to September 
1978; I learned thereaf ter of the theses by Bu l l a rd , Cox, 0'Hare, 
Riede, To l ley , Warner, Wieland-Burston, and Wil fong, and have 

not attempted to a l t e r the tex t yet again to re fe r to them. 


	ARTICLE
	“The Eternal Wheels of Intellect”: Dissertations on William Blake
	G. E. Bentley, Jr.


