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images in the Jerusalem is perhaps an ind ica t ion ) : 
"The musculature of the f igures . . . is defined by 
tw is t ing cords of thick l i n e , reminiscent of 
mannerist pr in ts a f te r painters l i ke Spranger or 
Cornelisz van Haarlem, the coarseness of certa in 
detai ls being redeemed by Blake's never - fa i l i ng 
energy of conception." There is nothing that quite 
approaches the enraptured penetration of minute 
detai l that he brings t o , say, Calvert 's Ploughman. 

One may always, of course, question par t i cu la r 
preferences in a book of th is k ind. I t seems strange 
that James Ward's marvellously romantic set of 
l i thographs of Celebrated Horses (1824) should be 
mentioned without any comment at a l l ; but such 
things are incidents of personal taste and do not 
obscure the generally j u s t and accurate picture 
that is painted. I t is less understandable why 
Thomas Bewick is given so l i t t l e prominence. 
H i s t o r i c a l l y , he was an enormously i n f l uen t i a l 
f i gu re , changing the appearance of English books and 
per iodicals for ha l f a century or more; absolutely, 
he was among the greatest and most universal of 
B r i t i sh a r t i s t s , with a breadth of scope and human 
compassion worthy of the most showy of his romantic 
contemporaries. The succinct paragraph devoted to 
him is less than an adequate recognit ion of his 
genius. 

In the twentieth century, i t is much to Mr. 
Godfrey's c red i t that he is able to handle a more 
recent period with the same measured and h i s to r i ca l 
ob jec t i v i t y as the ea r l i e r ones, without sac r i f i c i ng 
something of the special fee l ing of pleasure that 
is always involved in making choices en t i re l y on 
our own, without the aid of hindsight and h i s to r i ca l 
perspective. Inev i tab ly , when a consensus has s t i l l 
to be reached as to the re la t i ve importance of 
a r t i s t s in the i r t ime, opinions w i l l d i f f e r as to 
any one choice. But Mr. Godfrey traces a coherent 
thread which convincingly evokes the enormous 
quanti ty of work produced in th is century, g iv ing 
a j us t prominence to those who are now considered 
the most dist inguished a r t i s t s — though one wonders 
whether the time-lapse that enables him to give 
space to wood-engravers l i ke Gertrude Hermes and 
B la i r Hughes-Stanton w i l l operate to maintain in 
prominence the f igures he selects for the l a te r 
part of the century: Moore, Hockney, K i t a j , 
Hamilton, Paolozzi. He could not mention a l l the 
minor printmakers now at work, but i t is almost too 
safe a game to concentrate only on the most 
celebrated contemporaries. However, a number of 
lesser l i gh t s f lash past our view: B i r g i t Sk io ld , 
Colin Se l f , Peter Freeth, Valerie Thornton and 
Norman Stevens, for instance, provide a suggestion 
of the welter of a c t i v i t y that has contr ibuted to 
the great boom in printmaking of the post-war years. 

I t has unfortunately to be recorded that the 
book is peppered wi th small errors and mispr in ts , 
nearly a l l of which are unimportant, though they 
detract from the ease and pleasure of reading to 
which i t otherwise in a l l respects conduces. 
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A
s Professor Harrison points out in his 
"Bibl iographical Mote," the subject of 
popular mil lenarianism has not been given 

serious at tent ion by scholars un t i l comparatively 
recent times. This is to d ist inguish popular 
mil lenarianism as a f i e l d of study from m i l l e n a r i -
anism in the Old and New Testaments and in the 
early Christ ian church. The l a t t e r has always been 
a respectable subject for research, but the former 
has a l l too often been relegated to what Harrison 
ca l l s "the semi-popular synopsis which provides a 
rag-bag of f reaks, c u r i o s i t i e s , imposters and 
'unbel ievable' characters" (p. 264). Norman Cohn's 
The Pursuit of the Mellennium, f i r s t published in 
1957, was perhaps the f i r s t book to study popular 
mil lenarianism with the seriousness that had 
previously been given to theological mi l lenar ianism. 
Cohn's work, however, is mainly devoted to the 
medieval per iod; and i t s argument that the movements 
i t studies were precursors of modern to ta l i t a r i an i sm 
may be more pert inent to the Middle Ages than to 
the seventeenth century and a f te r . Christopher 
H i l l ' s work on seventeenth-century radical ism 
includes much of the greatest in terest on m i l l e -
narianism during the Puritan revo lu t i on . 1 For the 
period in which Blake l i v e d , the indispensable book 
on th is as well as other aspects of social h is tory 
is of course The Making of the English Working Class 
by E. P. Thompson, f i r s t published in 1963. More 
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r e c e n t l y , C larke G a r r e t t has surveyed m i l l e n a r i a n i s m 

du r i ng the pe r i od o f the French R e v o l u t i o n .
2
 To 

these impor tan t books we can now add The Second 

Coming, which s t ud ies the m i l l e n a r i a n i s m o f a 

cen tu ry w i t h cons ide rab le e r u d i t i o n , sympathy and 

i n s i g h t . 

The f i r s t o f the th ree main d i v i s i o n s o f 

The Second Coming p rov ides a use fu l overv iew o f the 

m i l l e n n i a l t r a d i t i o n . I t does s u f f e r from a problem 

which besets any overv iew: there i s s imp ly not 

enough space to t r e a t impor tan t sub jec t s as they 

deserve. To John Pordage and Jane Lead, f o r example, 

Har r i son can devote on ly a s i n g l e paragraph , w i t h 

a second on t h e i r f o l l o w e r Richard Roach; y e t t h i s 

c i r c l e has been the s u b j e c t o f an e n t i r e book .
3 

L ikewise Swedenborgianism--or r a t h e r the m i l l e n a r i a n 

element o f Swedenborgianism--demands f a r more than 

the th ree pages i t i s g iven in the second p a r t o f 

The Second Coming. Neve r t he less , the au thor i s 

r i g h t to concen t ra te on c e r t a i n aspects o f h i s 

sub jec t a t the expense o f o t h e r s , f o r t h i s i s no t a 

h i s t o r y o f the e x p e c t a t i o n o f the m i l l enn ium from 

1750 to 1850 so much as a s tudy i n depth o f two 

m i l l e n a r i a n movements se t i n a w ider p e r s p e c t i v e . 

The movements are those o f Richard Bro thers and 

Joanna S o u t h c o t t . The Second Coming p robab ly g ives 

more d e t a i l s about the career and adherents o f the 

Pr ince o f the Hebrews than have been presented 

b e f o r e , but i t i s i n h i s s tudy o f S o u t h c o t t , her 

f o l l o w e r s , and her would-be h e i r s t h a t Har r i son 

breaks new ground, g i v i n g us the beginnings o f a 

s o c i a l h i s t o r y o f the s u b j e c t . For example the 

breakdown o f Southco t ton ians by o c c u p a t i o n , w h i l e 

n e c e s s a r i l y i ncomp le te , i s f a s c i n a t i n g , l ead ing to 

the conc lus ion t h a t "With a f o l l o w i n g made up o f 

a r t i s a n s , small tradesman and s e r v a n t s , and a top 

l eade rsh ip drawn from the more educated and a f f l u e n t 

c l a s s e s , the b e l i e v e r s were s o c i a l l y p a r a l l e l to the 

r a d i c a l re formers o r the Me thod i s t s " (pp. 110-11) . 

This type o f i n f o r m a t i o n , a long w i t h a sense o f the 

h i s t o r i c a l importance o f what people b e l i e v e d to be 

t r ue (as , f o r example, i n the case o f a lmanacs) , 

makes The Second Coming an impor tan t c o n t r i b u t i o n to 

our knowledge o f the p e r i o d i n which Blake l i v e d . 

The t h i r d p a r t o f the book, devoted most ly to 

Shakers, Mormons, and M i l l e r i t e s , i s use fu l c h i e f l y 

i n making comparisons w i t h the s u b j e c t mat te r o f 

the second i n o rder t o determine what elements were 

common to m i l l e n a r i a n s e c t s . 

What o f the r e l a t i o n o f m i l l e n a r i a n movements 

to Blake h imse l f? A case has been made f o r connec-

t i n g B lake , on the basis o f s i m i l a r i t i e s o f ideas 

expressed i n p r i n t e d t e x t s , w i t h the ant inomians o f 

the seventeenth c e n t u r y
4
; bu t Blake needs to be 

"p l aced " in r e l a t i o n to the m i l l e n a r i a n i s m o f h i s 

own t ime as w e l l . I t h i n k i t f a i r to say t h a t i n 

t h i s respec t The Second Coming does not go beyond 

my own a r t i c l e o f 1973,
5
 a l though i t does make 

mention o f Blake a number o f t imes and reproduces 

two p i c t u r e s i t a t t r i b u t e s to him. Fur thermore , 

two e r r o r s should be c o r r e c t e d . A q u o t a t i o n f rom 

Jerusalem 27 has been ga rb led so as to read " . . . 

Jerusalem was and i s the Emanation o f the Giant 

Shore" and then con t inue "Your ancestors de r i ved 

. . " (pp . 8 0 - 8 1 ) . More than f o u r l i n e s o f B lake ' s 

o r i g i n a l t e x t have been dropped by the p r i n t e r here . 

A l s o , one p i c t u r e reproduced as B lake 's i s a c t u a l l y 

a copy a f t e r Blake o f The Wise and Foolish Virgins, 

p o s s i b l y by John L i n n e l l
6

; and the bracketed t i t l e 

in the cap t i on f o r t h i s r e p r o d u c t i o n , "The Midn igh t 

Cry" ( a l l u d i n g to Ma t t . 25.6) has no a u t h o r i t y . In 

g e n e r a l , however, the suggest ions about Blake and 

m i l l e n a r i a n i s m in The Second Coming are w e l l t a k e n . 

A much more ex tens i ve t rea tment o f t h i s s u b j e c t i s 

now in o r d e r , bu t whoever undertakes i t w i l l 

n e c e s s a r i l y make use o f J . C. F. H a r r i s o n ' s t hough t -

f u l and i n f o r m a t i v e book. 

1 See Antichrist in Seventeenth-Century England (Oxford University 
Press, 1971) and The World Turned Upside Down (1972; Penguin ed. , 

2 Respectable Folly: Millenarianism and the French Revolution 
in France and England (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins, 1975). 

3 Nils Thune: The Behmenists and the Phi ladeIphians, a Contri-
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