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R i w b arl 0 b r 

Behr ndt presents us with a conscientious study of Blake's 
Milton illustrations, which he regards as und rtaking 
to "correct not only Milton but also the pr sum d faults 
of his eighteenth-and early nin teenth- ntury critics" 
(p. 1). Blake's designs acc mplish this double correction 
by abstracting the spiritual or symbolic essen e of th 
poetry, redjscovering and realigning Milton's mythical 
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and metaphori a] structur s jn rder to induc In the 
reader a visionary perception c mp r bI to tl e rti t's. 
This al rtness t Blak '5 oncern or his rt's ffi t is 
salutary. Behr ndt, natur ll yen ugh begins ith a di -
cussion of Milt orJ that 1 a 1 gically in t ' n an lysis f 
L'Atlegro and II Penseroso illustrati n . The rux of his 
findings is evel ped in rhe sec nd chapter tr ating' he 
Them f Choi e," in ehrendt's iew" nrr 1 t 11 
Blake's Milton illustrations" (p. 3 ), nd th undati n 
for his c rre ring b th in lip ry nd in his diu tr -
tions wh t h t ok t b misreading ilt n. h 
c nterpiece .6 r aU su h c n id rati n mu t b, f 0 Irs , 
Paradise LOSI nd ~ r hr ndt tl epic pr v th c r 
f Blake's re-orienting of tr dition, deform ·d in p rt by 

Milton's own bs uring of th true thrust hi p em. 
Blake's re-cLarifying of Milton's s 1 - b udn T pi ot n 
insistence that the Son is th "absolut h r f P. radis 
Lost," effecting and roviding "th paradigm or tern 1 
spiritual and imaginativ re urrecti n" (p. 185). h-
rendt's th sis is diffi cult to dis gree 'th, nd it i 0 

denigrati n of his g d sense and p r pi uity t uggest 
that his book's most exciting fe ture is its eighty large, 
clear illustrations, most f Blak 's d ign, of curse, 
but including well-chos n exam 1 s fr m th r Milt n 
illustrators. The bibli graphy, h wev f, is highly , -
lected" indeed, and the ind x fames nly is virtuall y 
useless. 

dnett's bo k is far more r v < t ive nd styl-
istically surprising. The chapt r n Bl ke em a sh d 
more impressiv than oth r cl apter , ut its mann 'f is, 
I sh uld judg , representativ . On p. 7 w re t 1 f 
Blake that "nud s wer his stock in tr de, a d h did 
his b st to draw th m rr cdy. It ur m n t a fI r 
effort h re, but Jat r in th p, r gr ph the c olad is 
bit cl u d: "By r dueing most his figur s to nu s, 
by picturing ty es rather than individu Is, and by gen-
eralizing or eliminating backgrounds, lake ught t 
achi ve sense of univ rsality, an to a degr e h u-
ceeded." One does w nder hat degre of uni rs lit y 
might be reg rded as successful. Pressing n to p. 92, 
h wever, one encount rs a re rene t '''nith rm n," 
to add new diversity t Blak 's sexu 1 mbiguiti s io 
Urizen, the passage climaxing, i that is th rd:" h 
extraordinary tid -pag design pi tur s rizen 
k d long-bearded man hud Ie cr ss-legge on an 
book writing with a quill in both e tend d h nds. 
c lours are said to h ve b en mixed i t11 III (n 
plied by a second impressi n of the pI t ." I i h I ha 
space t explor fully odnett's se ui tur , but I an t 

least suggest a possibJe s Ut e r eh t quill in both 
extended hands: it i found n p. 102, wh re 
reassured, sort f, that "B lake prob bly g t hi 
unintentionally to a ertaio e tent." P rticularly hen 
dealing with an eccentric tik Blak, schol r c n't b 
too careful 
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