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In Sir Geoffrey Keynes's autobiography The Gates of
Memory, the origins of the William Blake Trust are
ascribed to the year 1948 and the desire to make a worthy
facsimile of {emafem. This was not as it happens the
beginning of the idea. More than two years earlier (1 No-
vember 1945) I drafted a letter to Dr. Thomas Jones ask-
ing that the Pilgrim Trust help in a project to reproduce
Blake’s engravings, paintings and prophetic books. As
the text of the letter shows, our first priority was to repro-
duce the Milton series of drawings, secondly the Bible
illustrations in tempera and watercolor, and thirdly,
Jerusalem. Before mailing this letter I sent a draft to

November lst, 1945,

Doar Dr. Jones,

You kindly saunt me s copy of the Annual. Heport
of the Pilgrim Trust. I was atruck with the hulp you
aro giving to the encourajoment of literature and am
promptod by 1t to put & suggostion Lo you which has been
in my find for some timo.

Willlmo Blake is not only & great Fnglish poet but
oqually a great Fnglish palnter = if pot the greoatest,
lits work 43 hardly known excopt to u smsll number of
people. The rouson 1s, I belleve, partly that sogo of
his best paintings are still in private hands puch as
those of Graham fobertson and Mes. Stirling in this
country, and Philip liofer in Amerlca; partly becsuse
no adequate roproductions huve bec uada.

Tha Ples " Morqas

In 1938 —rundortook thd reproduction of
tho thwoo known coluurcd coples of the Job,-togethar with
the original poncil fkotches and the opgravings- This
wagnificont rroductiun in six soctions enabled the student
to sgo Hlake's vork in a form hapdly distinguishable from
tho original works. I understand the price to the trade
was 10 guineas & copy, and that the total expense of
production was botwoen £5,000. and £8,000, 300 coples
woro sold in Amorica and 200 in England. By now the
orlginal outlay should huve boen recovered. 1f you have
not soem the Job I would 1ike to show you a sot noxt time
you are in Londun. Geoffrey Keynes, who ia the lewding
authority on Blake, wrote the introduction, and in every
way the work 1s superb. Vo owe a groat deal Lo Mhwwpont

m Ilnrg;E for this entorprise.
My ‘suggestion 1s that to encourage artists in thia
country and U.!.As to study Dlnke (I believe thero 18 no
moro inspiring macler than Dlake - he literslly tocma with

Palaa

Geoffrey which he returned with a few minor corrections.
Dr. Jones replied asking for time to consider the matter,
so on 4 June 1947 I wrote again mentioning my previous
letter and this time put forward Jerusalem as our first
priority as the unique copy of that book had meantime
become available for reproduction.

The original objectives of the William Blake Trust
were very broadly defined and at no time have its aims
been abandoned. It is more a case of the Trust using the
technical expertise of Amnold Fawcus and his Trianon
Press to the best advantage. Now that the William Blake
Trust has successfully completed the long-awaited Job
engravings in their several states it might be thought that
the Trust has fulfilled the task for which it was formed.
This is not the case. Three of the four original aims of the
Trust remain uncompleted and some have not even been
begun. There is work aplenty for the Trust still to do.

inspiration), plans should now be mede for roproducing
the other gruat lilukepseries i he same way as was done
for the Book of Job bg'llcrgné]kbhy the Netional Art
Colleotions und for the Dante drawings.

My firot priority is to roproduce the Milton peries,
ome of these aro in Uoston, some in the /C‘
brary, and somo at Combridge. The series include

Paradise Lost and Hogained, L'Allegro and 11 Penseroso,

The Nativity, and Comus. It will be pecessary to obtain

the losn of the American originals and this will take

time; hence tho nood Lo start now.

The soocond jreat work oyole nover hitherto re—
produced ia tho series of Diblical temperas illustrating
the Life of Our Lord. All the paintings nesd putting
together and roproducing in fine collotype, &s used for
the Job. Whon they aro soon togother world may
approciate for the lirst time the glorious beauty &nd
roliglous croativonoss of this wonderful artist. You
probably know sogme of Dlake's paintings of Christ'a Life,
such 88 tho Infunt Joiwm riding on the Lamb., Ho more
tondor prosentatlon of the God-hoad - Divine Humanity and
lluman Divinity - can bo imagined. There is nothing slae
I know of in Wostern art since the Reformstion whioh
convoys such deep religious feeling in form, colour and
composition, as do theso tomperas, sone of the finest or
whioh are still in private collections, [Huthven Todd's
cataloguo hm help in tracing these.

Thirdly, thoro is the magnificent coloured Jerusalem
in the possession of Mru, Ctirling. Joseph Wickstead 1s
stil) availeble to write the introduction for thls book
but he 1s getting on in yoars and Lhere is no young )
socholar with tho same understanding and learning.

Then thopro are the olghtecn paintings 1llustrating
Bunya s p“,-rmi -mrhk:um Crewe sold Tecently to Amerlioa.
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can re-assemble their expert meon, but it is not too sarly
to start planning the undertaking.

Geoffroy Keynes tells me he would give all help
possible in the project. I imagine the cost would be
Twice or threoc times as great as before the war.
outlay for the Milton series might, therefore, be £10,000.
to £15,000, A eémider figure would cover the Hiblical
sories. are putside figures. As I understand

Morg é,e vered the whole of the outlay for the
Job, the quéstion for the Pilgrim Trust should be one of
outiay rather than of expenditure. I am very anxious to
1ntarastn{ou in the project, for I know of nothing else
better oalculated to inspire the present generation of
aptists snd to link Fngland and U.E.A. in creative smity
than a noble and really worthy presentation of Hlakels
work to the dublic here and in America for the first time.

I should like to talk further with you about this

togsther with Geoffrey Keynes, and will be grateful if you
will let me know when you are coming to London.

Sinecerely yours,

Dr. Tom Jones,

The Pilgrim Trust,
llarlech,

N, Wales,
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8th November 1945

Dear fGoyder,

I heve read with much interest
your letter sbout the Hlaeke drawings,
end fully share your sense of their
great importence in the art life of
this country.

The 'rust 1s at the present
moment deeply committed to the publica-
tion of several very erpensive works.
You mey hsve seen the first volume of
Meol cVal Wall PallTLNG; it 1s only
the first of several volumes. Then
we have HeCUHDING BRITLIN on the stocks,
end HECURDING SCULLLND to follow. The
range of present costs is very high,
and thaet 1s snother resson why we should
deley for u year or two sounding the
I'rustees on & project of this kind.

:ours sincerely,

/Z/-«"* o7

feorge Coyder, wssq.
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