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William Blake and His Circle:
A Checklist of Publications

and Discoveries in 1994

By G.E. BENTLEY, Jr

WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF KEIKO AOYAMA FOR
JAPANESE PUBLICATIONS

The organization of the checklist is as follows:
Division I: William Blake

Part I: Editions, Translations, and Facsimiles' of Blake's Writ-
ings

Section A: Original Editions and Reprints

Section B: Collections and Selections

Part II: Reproductions of his Art

Part I1I: Commercial Book Engravings

Part [V: Catalogues and Bibliographies

Part V: Book Blake Owned

Appendix: Book Owned by the Wrong William Blake
Part VI: Criticism, Biography, and Scholarly Studies
Note: Collections of essays on Blake and issues of periodi-
cals devoted entirely to him are listed in one place, with
cross-references to their authors.

Division II: Blake’s Circle

This division is organized by individual (say, William
Hayley or John Flaxman), with works by and about Blake’s
friends and patrons, living individuals with whom he had
significant direct and demonstrable contact. It will include
Thomas Butts, Thomas Hartley Cromek, George
Cumberland, John Flaxman and his family, Henry Fuseli,
Thomas and William Hayley, John Linnell and his family,
Samuel Palmer, James Parker, George Richmond, Thomas
Stothard, and John Varley. It will not include important con-
temporaries with whom Blake’s contact was negligible or
non-existent such as John Constable and William
Wordsworth and Edmund Burke; such major figures are
dealt with more comprehensively elsewhere, and the light
they throw upon Blake is very dim.

' Nb. In this checklist, “facsimile” is taken to mean “an exact copy”
attempting very close reproduction of an original named copy includ-
ing size of image, color of printing (and of tinting if relevant), and size,
color, and quality of paper, with no deliberate alteration as in page or-
der or numbering or obscuring of paper defects. It may, however, in-
clude added matter such as transcripts of Blake's poems.
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Reviews listed here are only for books which are substan-
tially about Blake, not for those with only, say, a chapter on
Blake. These reviews are listed under the book reviewed;
the authors of the reviews may be recovered from the index.

“Blake and His Circle” serves in part as an addendum to
Blake Books (1977) and to Blake Books Supplement (1995).
1 take Blake Books and Blake Books Supplement, faute de
mieux, to be the standard bibliographical authorities on
Blake? and have noted significant differences from them.

In general, Keiko Aoyama is responsible for works in Japa-
nese, and I am greatly indebted to her for her meticulous
accuracy and her patience in translating the words and con-
ventions of Japan into our very different context. Note that
a large number of Japanese publications, discovered
through her initiative, are recorded here from Blake Stud-
ies in Japan (1994) because they did not appear in Blake
Books Supplement.

I am grateful to many kind assistants, especially to Peter
Amies, Keiko Aoyama, Keri Davies (for a pamphlet), Rob-
ert N. Essick, Michael Ferber, David Fuller, Donald john,
Mary Lynn Johnson, Raymond Lister, Peter Morgan,
Stewart Naunton, Morton Paley, Michael Phillips, Dennis
Read, James Stanger, Joseph Viscomi, David Weinglass,
David Worrall, and particularly to Dr. E. B. Bentley.

The chief indices used to discover what relevant works
have been published were the Annual Bibliography of En-
glish Language and Literature for 1991 (1994—76 Blake en-
tries); Art Index (March 1993-Oct 1994); Book Review In-
dex, XXX (Jan-Dec 1994); Books in Print 1994-95 (|Oct?]
1994—37 entries, including some duplicates and some not-
yet existent); British Humanities Index (1993-94); Disser-
tation Abstracts International (Aug 1993-Nov 1994); Keats-
Shelley Journal annual bibliographies (1991-1994); 1993
MLA International Bibliography of Books and Articles in the
Modern Languages and Literatures (1994—37 Blake entries);
Romantic Movement: A Selective and Critical Bibliography
for 1992 (1993 [i.e., Jan 1994]) (45 Blake entries), and
Whitaker's Books in Print 1994 (Jan 1994—34 entries, in-
cluding some duplicates and some not-yet-extant).

N.b. “Books on Demand,” which publishes photographic
reproductions of vendible works, includes both surpris-
ingly recent works and some still in print, including:

The Book of Thel, ed. Nancy Bogen (1971) <BB #27>

Donald Ault, Visionary Physics (1974) <BB #B1098>

G.E. Bentley, Jr, & M.K. Nurmi, A Blake Bibliography
(1964) <BB #686>

Robert N. Essick, William Blake Printmaker (1980) <BBS
465>

Robert N. Essick & Donald Pearce, ed., Blake in His Time
(1978) <BBS 466-467

Murray McArthur, Stolen Writings (1988) <BBS 566>

! Except for the states of the plates for Blake's commercial book en-
gravings, where the standard authority is Robert N. Essick, William
Blake's Commercial Book Hlustrations (1991).
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