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DATING BLAKE'S SCRIPT: a postscript

David V. Erdman
SUNY (Stony Brook) and NYPL

A question ralsad by Professor Bontley that roachod me too late
for tho June Newslettar has enabled me fo cost out an error In my data
and therefore in my rockoning of the time of Blake's ceasing to use his
lett=sorit "g".

A eruclial mistake lurked in my description of the "single errant
plate” (ses top parsgraph, page 10, June }] ) which | deduced
from the reproducticn of the le Ballad In A.G.B. Russoll's The

of William Blake (1912). My misteke was 1o assumo That
since the Eagle design in Russell was a falrly faithful reproduction
of the 1805 engraving, the Inscription beneath 1t must be a falithful
reproduction of a lost Issue of the 1805 Ballads. It should have glven
mo pause that the lettering wos, as | noted, much |ess highly flinished
than that of sctual engravings axamined, which | took to be of 2
"second state of the plate”,

Bantley had cautionsd me that Inscriptions are not always the work
of the original engraver, but | had insisted that o leftward g-serit
connoted Blaks, | can now see that tha rather clumsily lettered
Inscription In the Russall electro-ongraving ropresents an affort at
ratouching 1n 1912, a bad imitation of the original Inscription and
not an sarly state of it. And | see that the [805 Inscription Itself
I8 the work of someons whose sorif |5 shaped |ike » tear drop or raised
comma, unfilakean, What of the lettward turning serif In the Aussell
copy? Its lett turn misied mo (had Russel |'s engraver noticed the odd
g's In Blaka?l, but In shape I+ Imitates the unBlakean tear drop and
Is ottached to the center rathar than the lett edge of the head of the
lotter.

Freed of this ghost serif, the “g" hypothasls can assume The simpler
and more comfortable pattern that the rest of the evidence polnts to.
Betwesn Movember 5 1B0Z and March 25 1804 Blake changed his "g" serits
{rom left to right and, so far as The valid data indicate, never looked
back.

Bortiny asks how | "know that 'A Divine Image' was "on the back
of one of the plates' of the Somgs.” The point is that 1T turned up In
two posthumously printed coples of the Songe, c and n, and the explians-
+lon that It did so because |t was on ona of the surviving plates seess
more probable than the alternative, that i+ was gn an independent piece
of copper kept emong the Somge platos.

Further discussion of the chlef raaining problem, of the precise

dotinltion of the first transition, ‘from conventionel to idlosyncratic
a'swiil be walcome.
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