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much-debatedÒAdvertlzement to Poetical Sketches, Flax-

man wrote to his newfriend the popular gentleman-
poetaster William Hayley describing BlakeÕsbook in terms

Ô

strikingly similar to the account in the prefaceÓ(76). The
Ô

further ÒGoodCompanyÓof BlakeÕspartnership with

James Parker, his brother Robert, and admirers in Òthe

Mathew CircleÓnotwithstanding, this chapter features

the five-times mentioned presence of ÒtheBeasts of the

state and the state ChurchÓ(63), as in the coupleÕsmar-

riage bond, which shows Òthelanguage and the power of

the Beast nakedly displayedÓ(69), or in BlakeÕslong ac--

, quaintance, discussed in a section on ÒTheBlake Family
Hosiery Shop and the Parish of St. James,Ówith the Òme-

chaniCs ofparish charityÓand what ÒBlakehad been taught
-' about the ways of the Beast among the children of men,

even, or perhaps especially, when they claimed to be act-

ing in charityÓ(90). The chapter ends a bit curiously, as it

imagines the titular Òstrangerfrom paradisefwhaving
Òshakenoff another covering of earthÓwith the death of

his brother Robert and now Òanotherstep closer to

. heavenÓ(99). ,

Eight of the ÒDarkProfitable YearsÓfrom 1787 to 1795

included in the twenty identified by BlakeÕsfamous letter

of October 1804 occupy chapter 4. These years include

BlakeÕsinvention of relief etching and creation of all his

early and bestÑknown volumes in that medium. As

Bentley points out,
Ò

[o] ne advantage of relief-etched plates
was that they could be printed far more simply and rapÑ-

idly than incisedintaglio plates.Ó He draws on research

by Joseph Viscomi to confirm our revised sense of BlakeÕs

publishing methods in noting that
Ò

[w] hen a whole book

was printed in one colOur, as in BlakeÕsearly practise,
[William and Catherine] could easily print 500 pages in a

week, enough to account for the sixteen copies of Songs of
Innocence in one print-runÓ(103). Concerning Ò[t]he

speakers of the poems in Songs ofInnocence,ÓBentley makes
K

the point students can never hear too often: Ònoneis Wil~

liam BlakeÓ(132). Quotations of BlakeÕspoetry are taken

from BentleyÕscomplete edition which, since its interest-

ing and novel typographic notation is not explained here,

might lead a reader or two to puzzle over some of the

transcriptions:

Tyger, Tyger, burning bright,
In the forests of the night:
What immortal hand or eye

Could frame thy fearful symmetry?

Here, too, Bentley reflects on BlakeÕsprofound friendship
with Flaxman and Henry Fuseli, two Òextraordinarilydif-

ferent men.Ó

Where Flaxman was gentle, classical, and restrained, Fuseli

was rough, romantic, and passionate. FlaxmanÕssculp~
tures and drawings were in quiet black and white, cel-Ñ
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ebrating feminine grace and pious grief, while FuseliÕsoil

paintings are vibrant with colour invoking rage and mad

ness. Each became a dominant figure in his genre; Flaxman

became Professor of Sculpture at the Royal Academy and

Fuseli the Keeper of the Royal Academy. Together they
represented the two poles of BlakeÕsartistic spirit. (104)

BentleyÕssuggestion of Òanextraordinarily confident in-Ñ

~ timacyÓbetween Blake and Fuseli during the early 17905,
does not, however, extend to the fact of Mary WollstOneÑ

craftÕsconsuming infatuation with Fuseli at the time, so

that despite the graphic quotation of Fuseli in Visions of
the Daughters of Albion, Bentley downplays that workÕs

association with'Wollstonecraft as accomplished Òmore

by critical ingenuity than by factÓ(111). ~

.

The five years covered in chapter Ô5 track Blake upon

ÒTheOcean of BusinessÓfrom 1795 to 1800. BlakeÕswa-

tercolors and engravings for YoungÕsNight Thoughts were

the large project at the outset, and apropos of its evolu-

tion Bentley observes that

[i] fan engraved edition had originally been in contemplaÑ
tion, it is unlikely that the uniquely valuableauthorÕsc0py
would have been used as the text, with all the necessary

hazards to it Which that entailed from an engraverÕsinky
fingers. Further, there would have been little point in

making so many hundreds ofdesigns, far more than could

ever be published, or in elaborately colouring the ink out~

lines. But such colouring and such profusion were per-

fectly appropriate for an extra-Çillustratedwork. (165)

This period also includes BlakeÕsfamous letter to Rev.

John Trusler, whose falling out with the spiritual world it

purported to regret; Bentley nicely fills in the picture a bit,

relating how some thirty years before,

Trusler proposed to publish 150 sermons printed in imitaÑ

tion ofhandwriting, so that preachers could pretend to be

the composers of the sermons they delivered. For such

publications he was memorably attacked as one of the

Ôreverendparsonical banditti . . . with all the chicane of

sacerdotal hypocrisy.Õ( 181)

Of Voila, or the Four Zoos, begun during this period
(though Òtheword ÔZoasÕis used only in the title pageÓ)
and presented in his facsimile edition of nearly forty years

ago, Bentley remarks succinctly: ÒBlakeworked and re-

worked the poem, and in each revision it seemed to be-

come more promising and less coherentÓ(200).
ÒSweetFelpham and Rex vs BlakeÓoccupies chapter 6,

its four years of 1800 to 1804 being the shortest chronoÑ

logical span of any. Hayley is a central figure here, and

BentleyÕsevocation of his ÒharmlessaffectionsÓspeaks
volumes: Òdescribinghimself as the Bard of Sussex and

the Hermit of 'EarthamwÑhis fifteenÑyearÑold son ad-

dressed him as ÔMyvery dear BardÕand cDearest of Proph~
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