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Although there is no catalogue, the entire exhibition is
posted on the Morgan web site <http://www.themorgan.org/
collections/works/blake>, so those who did not see this major
exhibition can view it online, and those who did can refresh
their memories of it, as I know I will.
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Karl Kroeber, 1926-2009

“Kroeber once portrayed William Blake, whom he admired
for decades, as a kind of shamanistic figure, a poet whose alle-
giance was not to any standard of aesthetics but to the men and
women who lived, suffered, and died around him. Blake—and
this is a fact that Kroeber saw more clearly than others—was
committed to showing that many of the psychological sources
of man’s unhappiness could be cast aside, transmuted, over-
come. His poetry stemmed from a desire to show that there
was nothing unavoidable, nothing inexorable, about human
suffering. Kroeber bore a much more striking resemblance to
Blake than he would ever have admitted. In a world replete
with self-promotion and self-pity, he worked—quietly and
unpretentiously—to remind us of how things could be”

From Philip Petrov, “Karl Kroeber, or Living and Dying in the

Present,” Columbia Spectator 12 Nov. 2009: 4. Extract reprint-
ed with permission.
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Conference in Oxford

Blake, Gender, and Sexuality in the Twenty-First Century,
organized by Helen Bruder and Tristanne Connolly, will take
place 15-16 July 2010 at St. Aldate’s Church, Oxford.

According to the organizers, over the many years since
Irene Tayler’s classic “The Woman Scaly” opened up feminist
debate about Blake’s art, generations of critics have wrestled
and struggled with, delighted in and savored, Blakes pro-
vocative and abundant sexual visions. Throughout the 70s,
80s, 90s, and 00s, trends, tastes, and judgments shifted and
swirled, from angry critique and searching psychoanalysis,
through heavy theory and politicized interpretation, to wary
appreciation and queer celebration. Outside academia, too,
Blake’s reputation as a prophet of free love and naked beauty
remained a nuanced yet perennial global presence. And yet,
amazingly, there has to date never been a gathering of critics,
artists, writers, and fans solely devoted to appreciation of and
keen debate about these significant aspects of Blake’s work.
Blake, Gender, and Sexuality in the Twenty-First Century
aims to become that gathering, to celebrate and build upon
past knowledge as it reaches toward likely concerns of the fu-
ture.

For information and registration, please visit <http://www.
arts.uwaterloo.ca/~tjconnol/sexy.blake>.

... and in Toronto

Blake in Our Time will celebrate the future of Blake studies
and the legacy of G. E. Bentley, Jr., on 28 August 2010 at Vic-
toria University in the University of Toronto.

According to the organizers, the symposium will explore
new directions and approaches to the study of Blake using
manuscript archives, online resources, forgeries and oddi-
ties, variations in Blake’s illuminated books, and Blake’s com-
mercial engravings, as well as studies of the major collections
amassed by private scholar-collectors. The day will feature a
series of short illustrated papers and then illustrated panel
presentations in an open forum.

Victoria University Library houses the Northrop Frye pa-
pers and the G. E. Bentley, Jr,, collection of nearly 3000 works
by and about Blake and his contemporaries.

For information, or to make a proposal for the panel presen-
tations (by 1 May), please contact Karen Mulhallen (kmulhall
@ryerson.ca or karenmulhallen@rogers.com).
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