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News 

Sir Geoffrey Keynes 

A dinner was held on Saturday, 14 July 1973, at 
Peterhouse, Cambridge, to mark the contribution to 
Blake studies of Sir Geoffrey Keynes and the 
publication of William Blake, Essays in Honour of 
Sir Geoffrey Keynes, by the Clarendon Press, 
Oxford, edited by Michael Phillips and Morton D. 
Paley. Those present included Mr. and Mrs. 
Stephen Keynes and their son Gregory, Mr. and Mrs. 
George Goyder, Mr. and Mrs. David Piper, Dr. and 
Mrs. A. L. N. Munby, Dr. and Mrs. John Beer, 
Professor and Mrs. David V. Erdman, Professor and 
Mrs. G. E. Bentley, Jr., Professor Janet Warner, 
Professor Robert Essick, Mr. and Mrs. Suzanne 
Hoover, Professor Irene Tayler, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Nicol 1, Dr. and Mrs. Michael Phillips, and 
Professor Morton D. Paley. 

William Blake, Essays in Honour of Sir Geoffrey 
Keynes, is to be published 23 August and includes 
essays by Michael Phillips, David Bindman, Robert 
N. Essick, F. R. Leavis, Josephine Miles, Michael 
J. Tolley, Jean H. Hagstrum, G. Wilson Knight, 
David V. Erdman, Janet Warner, Morris Eaves, John 
Beer, Morton D. Paley, Martin Butlin, Raymond 
Lister, and Suzanne R. Hoover, together with a 
checklist of Sir Geoffrey Keynes's writings on 
Blake by G. E. Bentley, Jr. The volume is 390 
pages and includes 82 plates. 

Damon Collection 

Foster Damon had a fine Blake collection of some 300 
items (not including manuscripts). Besides copies 
of most secondary works on Blake, standard and non­
standard editions, and Trianon, Dent, Muir, and 
other facsimiles, the collection contains original 
editions of some of Blake's source materials and 
of his own works, including several early editions 
of Blair's The Grave, Hayley's Ballads, and works 
by Flaxman and Cumberland on which Blake collaborated. 
There are also such items as an excellent collection 
of sheet music for Blake's poems, a wide variety 
of prints, a Blake Bible, and so forth. 

The collection also has value as "Damoniana," 
including as it does many books bearing Damon's 
marginalia, his notebooks, a good deal of corres­
pondence, and some unpublished manuscripts. 

Damon was associated with the John Hay Library 
at Brown University for some years, and at his death 

in 1971 the collection (in its entirety, as far as 
I have been able to determine) passed to the library, 
where it presently awaits cataloguing. The library 
intends to keep the collection together (a yery re­
assuring decision), and is building it up through 
such acquisitions as the Trianon facsimile of the 
Gray illustrations. (Our thanks to John Kupersmith 
for this item. He is now preparing for the News­
letter an account of the history and principal 
contents of the Damon collection. Eds.) 

1974 Blake Symposium-Edinburgh 

A symposium on the wr i t ings of Will iam Blake is to 
be held at the I ns t i t u te For Advanced Studies at 
the Universi ty of Edinburgh on 1 , 2, and 3 May 1974. 
The symposium w i l l comprise six to eight discussion 
seminars for which papers are i nv i t ed . The seminars 
w i l l be complemented by a public lecture and a 
dramatic presentation—of e i ther one of Blake's 
prophetic books or an aspect of his biography--
given in the Universi ty Theatre, George Square. 
Scott ish col lect ions of Blake or ig ina ls w i l l be 
avai lable on exh ib i t ion fo r members of the 
symposium. 

The emphasis of the symposium w i l l be on close 
analysis of ind iv idual poems and works informed by 
h i s t o r i c a l , l i t e r a r y h i s t o r i c a l , t ex tua l , or 
l i n g u i s t i c f ind ings. Papers which conform to th is 
approach should be submitted for consideration 
not l a te r than 1 March 1974. A select ion of the 
papers w i l l be published in book form and 
manuscripts should be prepared wi th th is end in 
view. 

Papers should be submitted to Michael P h i l l i p s , 
Department of English L i te ra tu re , David Hume Tower, 
George Square, Edinburgh, from whom fur ther 
par t icu lars are avai lable. 

Some Auctions 

Christie's on 12 June 1973 auctioned George 
Richmond's "Samson slaying the Ph i l i s t ines with the 
jaw-bone of an ass" with f igure studies on the 
reverse (pen and brown ink , 6 x 5 1/2 i n s . ) , and 
Samuel Palmer's "Ruined castle at sunset" (water-
color heightened with white and gold, 13 1/2 x 
10 1/4 i n s . ) . Both works are reproduced in black 
and white in Chr i s t ie ' s advertisement in Apollo, 
June 1973, p. 46. 



61 

Sotheby's (London) sold Fusel i 's "Weird 

Sisters" on 4 Apr i l 1973. There is a picture in 

Apollo, March 1973, p. 168. 
Sotheby Parke Bemet of Los Angeles i l l u s t r a t ed 

the i r advertisements for an auction of important 
s i l ve r pieces, 30 Apr i l and 1 May 1973, with a 

b r i l l i a n t color reproduction of the "Achi l les" 
s i l v e r ­ g i l t shield made for Frederick 

Augustus, Duke of York and Albany, by Phi l ip 

Rundell of London and designed by John Flaxman. 
Catalogues of the sale may s t i l l be avai lable 

($5 postpaid, 7660 Beverly Blvd . , Los Angeles, Ca., 
90036). There is a fu l l ­page color plate in 

Antiques* Apr i l 1973, p. 612. {Our thanks to Thomas 

Minniok for these items. Eds. ) 

Work in Progress 

The starred (*) items below come, by the courtesy 

of one of our readers, from the Inventory of 
Research in Progress in the Humanities: Inventaire 

des reoherahes en oours dans les humanites3 

published in 1972 by the Humanities Research Council 
of Canada. We do not l i s t here every person who 

mentioned Blake in the Inventory , however, but only 

those who dist inguished t he i r research as "act ive ly 

in hand" as opposed to a general "research i n te res t . " 
The l i s t i ngs in the Inventory are lean; the extra 

annotations below were supplied by the researchers 

themselves, then forwarded to us by the same kind 

reader who cal led our at tent ion to the Inventory. 

*Cecil A. Abrahams (Bishop's Univers i ty ) : "The 

Fourfold Man in Will iam Blake." 

♦Arthur H. Adamson (Universi ty of Manitoba): 
"Structure and Symbolism in 'The Mental Trave l le r , 1 " 
an essay re la t ing the structure of the poem to 

Spengler's theory of cu l tu re , and also re la t ing 

Spengler's theory to some passages in chapter 4 of 
Jerusalem. " I also have a theory of the psycholo­
gical i n te rp re ta t ion of Blake's Twenty­Seven 

Churches . . . my i n te res t [ i n Blake] is 

psychological and archetypal. My studies are 

centered in the l a te r works, par t i cu la r l y Milton 

and Jerusalem." 

*G. E. Bentley, Jr . (Universi ty College, Universi ty 

of Toronto): "Wil l iam Blake: The Cr i t i c a l 
Heri tage," "Wil l iam Blake's Wri t ings, " "Wil l iam 

Blake Bibl iography." 

*Brian John (McMaster Univers i ty ) : "Studies in 

Romantic Vi ta l ism" that trace "the par t i c ipa t ion 

of each of my f igures­­Blake, Car ly le , Yeats and 

D. H. Lawrence—in the common t r ad i t i on of Romantic 

v i ta l i sm. By v i ta l i sm I mean the upholding of the 

pr inc ip le of Force or Energy as the l i f e ­ p r i n c i p l e 

running through a l l th ings, with certain 

inevi table co ro l l a r i es . . . . Because the 

ramif icat ions are many, I have focussed pr imar i ly 

on the dynamic se l f creating 'supreme f i c t i o n s ' 
out of the chaos of existence. In the case of each 

author, I begin by establ ishing general pr inc ip les 

as expressed in his work as a whole and bring them 

to bear upon a detai led c r i t i c a l reading of a 

major work. In the case of Blake, the work is 

Milton. . . . the Blake chapter consti tutes roughly 

one quarter of the work. . . ." 

*W. J . Thomas Mitchel l and Thomas Minnick (Ohio 

State Univers i ty ) : a c r i t i c a l edi t ion of The Book 

of Urizen with a color facs imi le . They would 

appreciate any information about the present 
locat ion of any complete or par t i a l copies of the 

book and they would also be interested to learn 

of sketches for i t or any other relevant mater ia ls . 
Al l help w i l l be gra te fu l l y and publ ic ly 

acknowledged. Please wr i te to ei ther at the 

Department of Engl ish, The Ohio State Univers i ty , 
Columbus, Ohio 43210. 

Dennis Read: "Wil l iam Blake and The Grave," a 

Ph.D. disser tat ion directed by Will iam F. Halloran 

at the Universi ty of Wisconsin­­Milwaukee. The 

disser tat ion w i l l be a comprehensive study of a l l 
the surviv ing Blake items which have t he i r genesis 

in his agreement to i l l u s t r a t e B la i r ' s Grave. I t 
w i l l attempt to describe Blake's i n te rpre ta t ion of 
the poem and to indicate how Blake's work on The 

Grave contr ibuted to his own visionary expression 

of such concepts as l i f e , the wor ld , and the 

imagination. 

*Janet A. Warner (Glendon College, York Univers i ty ) : 
"Symbol and Structure in the Work of Will iam Blake." 

*David Zack (S i l t on , Saskatchewan): "How d'Ye Do 

Will iam Blake," a biography " i l l u s t r a t ed with 

pictures of places Blake l i v ed , v i s i t e d , and drank," 
begun at Cambridge and f in ished in S i l t on . "The 

Cambridge image study pops up here and there in my 

biography, but since a basic Nut [group of 'young 

fantasy a r t i s t s ' to which Zack belongs] tenet 
involves taking c r i t i c i sm seriously only to make 

i t seem more confusing as t o ld about than i t was 

as o r i g i na l l y presented I think i t would be bet ter 
fo r you to think of my approach to Blake th is way: 
As Blake spent his l i f e back then, so should we 

a l l now and some day soon ( fo r imagination's power 
can compress a century of evolut ion to a second of 
i n t u i t i on ) indeed we a l l w i l l . Mundane concerns 

with p o l i t i c s , with rightness and wrongness, with 

propr ie ty : a l l vanish as we i nd iv idua l l y deny 

them head space: they did fo r Blake, his words 

are d i rec t to us today and the time of his 

prophecies is at hand fo r a l l who care to j o i n i n . " 
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