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Newsletter Reprints Bronowski Dead at 66 

we have now repr inted the early issues of the 
Blake Newsletter, numbers 1-13, o r i g i na l l y 
pr in ted and published at Berkeley from 1967 to 
1970. 

In order that a l l our subscribers who need 
the repr in ts may have them at a reasonable p r i ce , 
we have designed a reduced—not abridged—format 
that compresses a l l the early issues in to two 
pr inted parts of s l i g h t l y more than 50 pages 
each. We think you w i l l f i nd that the format 
makes the repr inted issues quite simple to 
consult . 

Both parts of the rep r in t series are now ready 
fo r mai l ing: 

Part I , Numbers 1-8, 1967-69 
$5 (special pr ice of $4 for indiv iduals) 

Part I I , Numbers 9-13, 1969-70 
$5 (special pr ice of $4 for ind iv iduals) 

Please send your order to : 
Reprints 
Morris Eaves 
Department of English 
Universi ty of New Mexico 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131 

Make all checks out to the Blake Newsletter. 

The fo l lowing obituary not ice , by V ic tor K. McElheny, 
appeared in the New York Times of 23 August 1974. 

By Vic tor H. McElheny 

Jacob Bronowski, a leading popular exponent 
of the phi losophical basis of s c i e n t i f i c research, 
and since 1964 a resident fe l low of the Salk 
I n s t i t u t e in La J o l l a , C a l i f . , died a f te r a heart 
attack yesterday morning in the East Hampton home 
of f r i ends , where he and his wife were vacationing. 
He was 66 years o ld . 

Dr. Bronowski's la tes t and most ambitious 
attempt to describe the place of science in human 
h i s to ry , a 13-part te lev is ion series for the B r i t i s h 
Broadcasting Corporation ca l led The Ascent of Man* 

is to be broadcast on American publ ic te lev is ion 
stat ions th is winter . 

In the programs, f i r s t broadcast in B r i t a i n 
in May through Ju ly , 1973, and la te r in Canada, Dr. 
Bronowski played the same role as in te rpre ter of 
his subject that Lord Clark, the a r t h i s t o r i an , had 
in the e a r l i e r B.B.C. series Civilisation. 

Filming of Series 

Sylvia F i t zgera ld , fo r several years an 
ed i t o r i a l assistant to Dr. Bronowski at the Salk 
I n s t i t u t e , recal led yesterday in a telephone 
interview that the f i lm ing of the series took from 
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July, 1971, to December, 1972. Scenes were shot 
in such varied locations as Easter Island in the 
South Pacific, Machu Picchu in the Peruvian Andes, 
the Omo Valley in Ethiopia where hominid precursors 
of man lived two million years ago, and the English 
house of Charles Darwin, author of the theory of 
biological evolution. 

Dr. Bronowski was born in Poland on Jan. 18, 
1908, a son of Abram and Celia Bronowski. The 
family soon migrated to Germany and then to England. 

In England, Dr. Bronowski attended the 
University of Cambridge, receiving his doctorate 
in mathematics there in 1933. In 1934 he became 
a senior lecturer at the University of Hull for 
eight years. 

Report on Hiroshima 

In World War II, Dr. Bronowski headed 
statistical groups studying the effects of bombing 
on industry and the economy. This was one of the 
origins of what became known as "operations 
research." In 1945, he was scientific deputy of 
the British Chiefs of Staff mission to Japan, where 
he wrote a report called "The Effects of Atomic 
Bombs at Hiroshima and Nagasaki." 

In an article in The Saturday Evening Post 
in 1960, Dr. Bronowski wrote of his experience, 
"When I saw the inhuman desolation of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, I was convinced that the development 
of atomic weapons could lead to the destruction 
of mankind." 

In the same article, however, he said public 
fears that scientists who had worked on such 
weapons had lost their sense of right and wrong 
were mistaken. "On the contrary, I have found 

that the conscience of scientists is the most 
active morality in the world," he wrote. 

Dr. Bronowski closed the article by recalling 
the heroism of the atomic weapons specialist Louis 
Slotin who, when his screwdriver slipped during 
the delicate operation of manipulating the core of 
a plutonium bomb, causing a huge shower of deadly 
neutrons, pulled the pieces of the bomb apart with 
his own hands. 

By this act, Mr. Slotin sentenced himself 
to death by radiation sickness nine days later, 
but he saved seven colleagues in the room. Dr. 
Bronowski commented, "Morality—shall we call it 
heroism in this case--has the same anatomy the 
world over." 

In 1950, Dr. Bronowski became head of research 
for Britain's National Coal Board, which took over 
all British coal mines when they were nationalized 
after World War II. He held this post for 13 years, 
while the board's researchers worked to develop 
"smokeless" fuels to burn in British grates. 

Often Witty 

A shor t , stocky man, Dr. Bronowski was often 
w i t t y , even sarcast ic , in conversation. When 
interviewed on te lev i s i on , he made i n ten t , 
dramatic pauses while he thought of answers to 
questions. He wrote many books, including the 
well-known Science and Human Values, and two 
plays. He was a frequent par t ic ipant in the 
B.B.C. radio show "Brains Trus t , " a counterpart 
to "Information Please" in the United States. 

One of Dr. Bronowski's deepest interests was 
the 19th century English a r t i s t and poet Wil l iam 
Blake. He became an author i ty on Blake, about 
whom he wrote a book, William Blake and the Age 
of Revolution. 

Although urging a loosening of t ies between 
sc ient is ts and governments, and deploring a 
" t e r r i b l e loss of nerve" eroding support for science 
in Western countr ies, Dr. Bronowski held to 
optimism about the fu tu re . At the close of the 
13-part te lev is ion ser ies , Dr. Bronowski sa id , " I f 
we do not take the next step in the ascent of man, 
i t w i l l be taken elsewhere, in A f r i ca , in China." 

In 1941, Dr. Bronowski married Rita Coblentz, 
a sculptor who used the professional name Rita 
Col in . They had four daughters, Mrs. Nicholas 
Jardine, Mrs. Robert Grant, Mrs. Jay P le t t and 
Clare, a student at Harvard College. 

Besides his widow and daughters, Dr. Bronowski 
is survived by a brother, Leo Baron. 

The funeral w i l l be p r i va te . 

Copyright 1974 by The New York Times Company. 
Reprinted by permission. 


	REMEMBRANCE
	Bronowski Dead at 66
	Victor H. McElheny


